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PREFACE. 


gEFORE  the  reader  enters  upon  the 
following  treatife,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  inform  him  why  it  is  fo  brief. 

In  the  jirjl  place,  had  it  been  more 
prolix,  it  might  have  been  more  per- 
plexing than  inllrudlive,  to  fome  of 
thofe  for  whofe  ufe  it  is  intended  ; for 
I would  not  confine  its  ufefulnefs  to 
midwives  only,  becaufe  it  will  be  of 
fervice  to  any  woman  who  is,  or  may 
be  a mother. 
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Secondly, 
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Secondly,  I teach  my  own  pupils 
the  anatomy  of  the  pelvis,  &c.  and 
of  the  foetal  ficull,  on  preparations 
which  I keep  by  me,  with  every  thing 
-elfe  relative  to  pra6lice  in  nature,  at 
labours ; alfo  turning,  and  the  ufe  of 
the  forceps,  and  other  obfletric  inflru- 
ments,  on  a machine  which  I believe 
few  teachers  can  equal ; together  with 
the  cafes  and  proper  feafons  which 
juftify  fuch  expedients : and  I make 
them  write  whatever  of  my  le61ures 
may  prove  ufeful  to  them  in  their 
future  praftice,  for  which  they  are  as 
well  qualified  as  men. 

Therefore  I conlider  the  outlines  of 
what  they  have  already  flu  died  at 
large,  fufficient  to  refrefh  their  me- 
mory ; and  as  it  is  a fmall  volume,  it 
may  be  carried  in  their  pockets,  when 
they  are  called  to  labours.:  in  this. 
Dr.  Denman’s  publication  of  his  Apho- 
i-ifms,  will  juftify  me.  However  law- 
ful 
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ful  it  may  be,  for  one  author,  to  borrow 
ideas  from  another,  when  public  good 
is  intended,  I have  not  done  fo  ; and 
though  I have  many  of  the  befl  antient 
and  modern  publications,  both  foreign 
and  Englifh,  nothing  will  be  found  in 
the  following  fheets,  but  what  I have 
experienced  in  the  courfe  of  my  prac- 
tice, except  what  I have  inferted  as 
the  opinion  of  others. 

The  divifion  of  the  fymphifis  pubis, 
pra6lifed  on  the  continent,  and  its 
lamentable  confequences,  will  be  a 
fufhcient  reafon  for  my  rejefling  fpe- 
culative  hypothefes,  however  celebra- 
ted their  authors.  I am  well  aware, 
that  this  little  work  is  not  likely  to 
efcape  a good  diffeftion  by  the  literary 
anatomifls  ; but  this  will  not  deter  me 
from  publifhing  ufeful  truths,  which 
I am  confident  no  'man,can  confute. 

I intend  to  continue  my  leflures  as 
ufual  to  women,  entering  upon  the 
3 practice 
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praclice  of  midwifery,  until  the  men 
who  teach  that  profeffion  render  them 
unneceflary,  by  giving  their  female 
pupils  as  extenilve  inflruftions  as  they 
give  the  males. 

The  feveral  repetitions  which  will 
be  found  in  this  work,  are  intended 
for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  fom.e  of  the 
moft  important  pra6lical  rules,  in  the 
praciitioner  s memory.  Some  may 
think  I have  not  publifhed  cafes 
enough ; I might  certainly  have  in- 
creafed  the  lize  of  my  book,  • by 
giving  an  account  of  the  many  diffi- 
cult, and  fome  unfortunate  labours, 
which  I have  been  witnefs  to  ; but  as 
every  fpecies  of  labour  is  clearly 
fliewn  by  Do6fors  Smellie,  Hunter, 
Ofborn,  Baudelocque,  Denman,  &c. 
together  with  the  fatal  effects  of  the 
rafh  and.  unneceffary  ufe  of  inftru- 
mepts,  in  cafes  almofl  innumerable, 

I confider 


( 7 ) 


I conlider  any  addition  thereto  need- 
lefs. 

If  my  endeavours  to  render  mid- 
\vives  as  capable  as  men  of  delivering 
women  under  any  circumftahce,  which 
does  not  require  the  deftruflion  of  a 
child,  prove  beneficial  to  my  own  fex, 
by  eftablifhing  them  in  an  employ- 
ment calculated  by  the  laws  of  mo- 
defty  and  decency  for  them  only,  and 
favino;  mothers  and  children  from 
injury,  by  the  improper  ufe  of  inftru- 
ments,  I fhall  confider  the  lafi  years  of 
my  life  the  molt  ufeful. 

With  grateful  thanks  to  my  nume- 
rous patients,  for  their  partiality  and 
confidence,  I besr  leave  to  fubfcribe 
myfclf, 

The  public’s  moft  devoted, 
AncLready  fervant, 
MARGARET  STEPHEN. 

Fy.  Place, 

liol^orn.  ’ A 4 INTRO- 


INTRODUCTION. 


S there  is  nothing  in  creation  which 


(fo  far  as  we  know)  fo  much  engages 
the  care  and  attention  of  the  Creator,  as. 
the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  human 
fpecies,  fo  there  is  nothing  of  fo  great 
importance,  as  that  thofe  creatures,  on 
whom  He  has  imprelfed  his  own  image, 
Ihould  be  fafely  introduced  upon  the  great 
theatre  of  the  world ; and  although  God 
gave  laws  to  nature  for  the  performance 
of  this  work,  yet  He  has  not  confined 
thefe  laws  within  fuch  ftri6t  bounds,  that 
they  cannot  err : no,  moral  deformity  has 
introduced  fome  degree  of  phyfical  diftor- 
tion  among  our  race ; which  needs  no 
greater  proof  than  a comparifon  of  the 
dialogue  between  the  Almighty  and  Eve, 
with  daily  experience  in  child-birth. 
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For  this,  and  many  other  good  reafons, 
he  gave  us  knowledge  and  underftanding, 
which  enable  us  to  mitigate,  or  remove  by 
art,  man.y  of  the  evils,  to  which  our  nature 
fubjefts  us.  In  no  inftance,  can  our 
knowledge  and  {kill  be  more  importantly 
engaged,  than  in  the  prefervation  of  mo- 
thers and  children  in  the  hour  of  parturi- 
tion. 

From  the  beginning  of  time,  until  the 
.middle  of  the  laft  century,  the  art  of  mid- 
wifery was  committed  to  the  hands  of 
females,  nor  did  men  ever  think  it  their 
province  ; they  no  doubt  confidered  it  a 
great  violation  of  females’  modefty,  to 
interfere  with  them  at  a feafon,  when 
nature  teaches  even  fome  of  the  brute 
cieation  to  feclude  themfelves  from  public 
view.  As  there  were  no  men-midwives  in 
the  world  for  near  fix  thoufand  years,  it 
can  be  no  ftretch  of  imagination  to  fuppofe, 
that  God  furnifhed  women  with  the  powers 
of  preferving  each  other  in  bringing  forth 
their  offspring  ; for  when  the  midwives  of 
Egypt  (becaufe  they  feared  God)  would 
not  comply  with  Pharoah's  dreadful  mandate, 

A 5 wc 
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we  do  not  find  that  he  applied  to  men- 
midwives  to  effeft  his  purpofe  ; a thing  he 
could  not  have  failed  to  do,  had  there 
been  any  ; nor  do  we  find,  that  ignorance 
in  midwives  proved  dellruftive  to  the 
Hebrews,  for  they  multiplied  very  fall. 
And  if  God  gave  laws  and  direftions  for 
the  prefervation  of  his  rational  creatures, 
in  the  moll  minute  matter,  which  concern- 
ed their  temporal,  as  well  as  fpiritual 
happinefs;  can  we  fuppofe  him  wholly  in- 
attentive to  this  grand  objefl  ? Forbid  it 
gratitude  and  common  fenfe,  and  particu- 
larly forbid  it  religion ! I cannot  help 
thinking,  that  fo  general  an  ufe  of  men, 
in  the  bufinefs  of  a midwife,  has  introduced 
a far  greater  number  of  evils  among  foci- 
ety,  than  it  has  prevented  ; perhaps  one 
woman  in  fome  hundreds  may  be  found, 
who  from  difeafe,  mal-conformation  of  the 
pelvis,  or  fome  lufus  naturae  in  the  foetus, 
requires  the  aid  of  an  obftetric  furgeon  ; 
but  is  that  a good  reafon,  why  fuch  num- 
bers of  the  fex  fhould  throw  off  every 
female  reftraint,  and  give  up  to  one  or 
more  men,  that  privilege  which  inviola- 
bly 
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bly  belongs  to  tlieir  buroanus ; and  'whicli 
many  men  give  up  with  a very  painful 
relu6lance,  for  fear  of  being  deemed  nar- 
row minded,  or  deficient  in  affeftion, 
though  it  is  a proof  that  their  aflPeblion  is 
ardent. 

As  fome  may  difpute  the  truth  of  what  I 
have  now  advanced,  concerning  the  prac- 
tice of  midwifery  being  confined  to  women 
Tor  near  fix  thoufand  years^  I will  here 
give  fome  quotations  from  the  Encyclopoe- 
dia.  It  fays,  “ The  art  of  midwifery  is 
“ certainly  almoft  co-eval  with  mankind. 
“ The  firft  midwife,  of  whom  mention  is 
“ made  under  that  name,  afiifted  at  the 
“ fecond  labour  of  Rachel,  the  wife  of 
“ Jacob  ; another  midwife  is  fpoken  of  in 
“ Genefis,  at  the  lying-in  of  Thamar,  who 
“ was  delivered  of  twins.  But  the  moft 
“ honourable  mention  of  midwivies,  is 
“ that  in  Exodus,  when  Pharoah,  King  of 
“ Egypt,  who  had  a mind  to  deftroy  the 
Hebrews,  commanded  the  midwives 
to  kill  all  the  male  children  of  the 
“ Hebrew  women  ; which  command  they 
A 6 “ difobeyed, 
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difobeyed,  and  thereby  obtained  a re- 
“ compence  from  God. 

“ From  all  the  palTages  in  fcripture, 
“ where  mid'wives  are  mentioned,  it  is 
“ plain,  that  women  were  the  only  prafti- 
“ tioners  of  this  art  among  the  Hebrews ; 
“ among  the  Greeks  alfo,  women  aflifted 
“ at  labours.  Phanerte,  the  mother  of 
“ Socrates  was  a midwife  : Plato  fpeaks  at 
“ large  of  midwives,  explains  their  func- 
^ tions,  regulates  their  duties,  and  remarks, 
“ that  they  had  at  Athens,  a right  of  pro- 
“ poling,  or  making  marriages.*  Hippo- 
“ crates  makes  mention  of  them,  as  well 
as  Ariftotle,  Galen,  and  Aflius ; this  laft 
“ frequently  quotes  a woman  called  Afpa- 
“ lia,  who  was  probably  fome  great  midwife. 
“ They  were  called  among  the  Greeks,- 
“ what  w'e  term  mama,  or  grand  mama  : 
“ we  are  ftill  better  acquainted  with  the 
cuftoms  of  the  Romans,  and  know  that 
they  employed  women  only.  Women 

“ were 

* Were  young  women  before  marriage,  to  take  the 
opinion  of  experienced  midwives,  concerning  their  abi- 
lities to  bear  children,  we  Ihould  not  fee  fo  many 
unfortunate  labours. 
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“ were  alfo  employed  after  the  fall  of  the 
“ empire  ; and  it  is  certain,  that  till  lately, 

“ all  civilized  nations  haye  employed 
“ women  only  as  midwives.  This  appears, 

“ from  their  names  in  different  languages, 

“ which  are  all  feminine. There  were 

“ however,  efpecially  in  great  ckies,  fur- 
“ geons  who  applied  themfelves  to  the  art 
“ of  midwifery,  and  made  it  their  peculiar 
“ fludy  ; they  were  fent  for  in  difficult 
“ cafes,  where  the  midwives  found  their 
“ incapacity  ; and  then  the  furgeon  endea- 
“ voured  to  deliver  the  woman,  by  having 
“ recourfe  to  inftruments,  ufeful  in  thefe 
“ cafes,  as  by  crotchets,  crow-bills,  cSzc. 

“ but  as  thefe  cafes  happened  but  feldom, 

“ women  remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  this  * 

“ bufinefs. It  is  certain,  according  to 

“ Aftruc,  that  Maria  Therefa,  wife  of  Louis 
“ XIV.  employed  women  only  in  her  la- 
“ hours;  and  the  exampje  of  the  queen 
determined  the  condufl  of  the  princeffes,. 

“ and  court  ladies,  and  likewife  the  ladies 
“ of  the  city. 

“ The  fame  author  tells  us,  that  he  had 
been  affured,  that  the  epoch  of  the  em- 

ployment 
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“ ploymcnt  of  men-midwives  goes 
“ fartl^er  back,  than  the  firft  iying-in  of 
“ Madame  De  La  Valiere,  in  1663.  As- 
“ fhe  deflred  it  might  be  kept  a profound 
“ fecret,  file  fent  for  Julian  Clement,  a 
“ furgeon  of  reputation  ; he  was  conduced 
“ with  the  greatefi  fecrecy  into  her  houfe, 

“ where  the  lady  was,  with  her  face  co- 
“ vered  with  a hood,  and  where  it  was 
“ faid,  the  king  was  concealed  in  the  cur- 
“ tains  of  the  bed  ■*  the  fame  furgeon  was 
“ employed  in  the  fubfequent  labours  of 
“ the  fame  lady,  and  as  he  was  very  fuc- 
“ cefsful  with  her,  men-midwives  after^. 

“ wards  came  into  repute,  and  the  prin- 
“ celfes  made  ufe  of  furgeons  on  fnnilar 
“ occafions  ; and  as  foon  as  this  became 
“ fafhionable, . the  name  accoucheur  was 
“ invented,  to  fignify  this  clafs  of  furge- 
“ ons.  Foreign  Countries  foon  adopted  . 
‘‘  the  cuftom,  and  likewife  the  name  of 
“ accoucheurs,  though  they  had  no  fuch 

“ term 

* It  would  appear,  that  Louis  was  more  attentive  to 
the  virtue  of  his  miftrefs,  than  feme  men  in  our  day 
are  to  the  virtue  of  their  wives. 


“ term  in  their  own  language 
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“ they  are  called  men-midwivcs.”  ^ 

Thofe  ladies  who  are  fo  proud  of  erh- 
ploying  men-midwives  in  order  to  be  fafli- 
ionable,  may  obferve,  that  the  miflrefs  of 
Louis  was  the  leader  of  it  ; and  may  alfo 
judge,  how  far  their  imitating  her  condufl 
in  any  refpefl  is  to  their  honour. 

flow  inconfiftent  is  the  conduft  of  thofe 
ladies,  who  fubfcribe  fo  liberally  to  the 
lying-in  hofpitals,  and  the  charity  for  deli- 
vering women  in  their  own  habitations,  and 
yet  will  not  fuffer  a female  midwife  to  come 
near  their  own  perfons,  for  fear  of  endan- 
gering their  lives ! would  it  be  charity  to 
put  poor  women  under  the  care  of  mid- 
wives, if  their  lives  were  not  fafe  in  their 
hands  ? but  thefe  ladies  have  been  induced 
to  difpenfe  with  that  delicacy,  whicli  was 
their  greateft  ornament,  by  the  infinuations 
of  defigning  men,,  who  taught  them  to  be- 
lieve, they  endangered  their  own  lives,  and 
that  of  their  children,  by  employing  women; 
how  far  this  is  truth,  let  the  oblfetric 
furgeon  aflt  his  own  heart,  and  whether  the 
well 'iSHnStEd  midwife  needs  his  aid  more 

than 
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than  once  in  feveral  hundred  labours.  Let 
us  now  enquire,  how  far  the  unneceffary  > 
employment  of  men  in  midwifery,  is  com- 
patible with  that  command  of  God,  which 
requires  chaftity  in  hearty  fpeech,  and  be- 
haviour. I truft,  charity  will  alfift  me  to 
hope,  that  nothing  criminal,  in  word  or 
deed,  takes  place,  at  the  time  of  this  fa- 
miliar intercourfe  of  the  fexes;  but  who  can 
guard  the  heart,  when  fuch  a ftrcmg  fti- 
mulus  to  impure  thoughts  prefents  itfelf  ? 
it  has  often  furprifed  me,  that  men  of  real 
piety  have  not  fet  their  faces  againft  it ; 
they  are  not  ftrangers  to  the  corruptions 
of  the  human  heart,  and,  as  men,  mull  be 
acquainted  with  the  propenfities  of  nature. 

It  is  argued,  that  pain  prevents  impure 
thoughts  on  thefe  o.ccafions ; it  may,  in 
the  woman,  while  the  pain  continues  : but 
am  I,  who  have  been  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  to  be  told,  that  there  are  feveral 
hours  of  eafe,  and  even  chearfulnefs,  be- 
llowed on  many  women  in  the  time  called 
labour  ? 

Whence  is  it,  that  fome  women  fpeak 
•with  rapture  of  the  men  who  deliver  them 

of 
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of  their  children,  and  take  fo  much  pains 
to  forward  their  intereft  ? the  reafon  is 
obvious,  it  arife's  from  a principle  in  nature,, 
which  requires  no  very  great  penetration 
to  difcover,  and  which  nothing  but  innate 
modefty  and  chaftity,  or  true  piety  can 
conquer;  and  where  that  prevails,  we  do 
not  find  men-midwives  employed,  except  in 
cafes  of  extreme  danger,  when  every  other 
feeling  mull  give  way  to  the  love  of  life,, 
and  perfonal  fafety  ; and  where  the  defires 
of  the  moll  fenfual  man  on  earth,  mull  be 
abforbed,  in  the  fympathy  due  to  a woman 
in  fuch  dillreffing  circumftances. 

It  has  been  alledged,  that  woman’s  un- 
derftanding  does  not  admit  of  receiving 
fuch  knowledge  as  is  neceflary  in  the  prac- 
tice of  midwifery;  but  women’s  underftand- 
ing  is  not  fo  limited  as  fome  would  reprefent. 
I only  wifh,  that  thofe  who  teach  midwifery, 
would  give  them  as  clear  a knowledge  of 
that  fcience,  as  they  are  capable  of  receiv- 
ing ; for  my  own  part,  .1  trull  I am  not  in- 
fluenced by  finiller  views,  in  what  I am 
now  going  to  advance  ; I have  been  above 
thirty  years  in  the  praflice  of  madwifery,. 

my 
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my  inftruftions  were  regular,  and  received 
from  a gentleman,  who  had  been  a pupil  of 
Dr.  Smellie,  (in  his  day,  the  father  of  mid- 
wifery, in  London.)  He  well  knew,  it 
was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  me,  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  the  treatment  of 
every  cafe  in  midwifery,  though  fome  of 
them  might  never  come  under  my  confide- 
ration.  For  that  reafon,  he  taught  me  the- 
principles  upon  which  nature  afted,  and 
the  mechanical  powers,  by  which  ftie  muft 
be  affifted,  when  deficient ; and  I can  fay 
with  truth,  that  I never  met  with  more 
than  eight  labours,  which  required  the  aid 
of  an  obftetric  furgeon  : and  yet  my  know- 
ledge or  flcill  is  not  greater  than  every 
woman,  having  the  advantage  of  a good 
education,  and  regular  inftruflion  in  the 
art  of  midwifery,  may  attain  to  ; provided' 
they  pay  proper  attention,  and  ftore  their 
minds  with  what  may  be  gathered  from 
firicl  obfervations,  upon  every  occurrence 
they  meet  with  in  the  courfe  of  their  prac- 
tice. If  women  of  good  education  and 
refpeftable  connexion,  who  through  unfeen 
misfortunes,  have  fallen  into  indigent  cif- 

cumilancesj 
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cumftances,'  would  turn  their  attention  to 
this  fcience,  and  compel  thofe  who  teach 
them,  to  do  them  jultice,  by  fubmitting 
their  theory  to  a public  examination,  like 
the  furgeons’  mates  in  the  army  and  navy, 
when  they  had  hnilhed  their  (Indies;  fuch 
women  would  become  a blelTing  to  fo- 
ciety,  inhead  of  being  a dead  weight 
upon  their  friends,  and  obliged  to  apply 
for  charity  in  every  corner,  in  which  they 
could  hope  to  find  it.  It  may  be  objefled, 
that  there  is  no  encouragement  for  women, 
becaufe  there  are  fo  many  men  in  the  pro- 
feffion;  this  obje6tion  is  not  well  founded, 
for  there  always  have  been,  and  always 
will  be,  modeh  women  in  the  world,  who 
will  employ  female  midwives,  and  will 
not  fuffer  their  perfons  to  be  pollute^  by 
the  touch  of  a lafeivious  boy  of  twenty- 
one.  Midwives  pofieffed  of  the  advanta- 
ges I mean,  would  have  it  in  their  power 
to  do  a great  deal  of  good  to  themfelves 
and  others ; to  theonjelves.^  by  becoming  in- 
dependent ; to  others^  by  many  afits  of 
kindnefs,  which  need  not  be  mentioned  here. 

Nothing  can  be  more  cruel,  unjuh,  and 
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■ungenerous,  than  the  afperfrons  thrown  by. 
fome  men-midwhves,  on  the  chara6ler  and 
conduQ;  of  the  women  in  that  profeffion ; 
they  no  doubt  look  upon  them  with  a jea- 
lous eye,  becaufe  they,  in  a great  meafure, 
interfere  with  their  intereft ; but  thefe  men 
ought  to  cbnfider,  that  women  muft  live  as 
well  as  themfelves.  It  is  very  certain,  that 
the  men  who  teach  them  midwifery,  take 
much  larger  fums  of  them,  than  they  do  of 
young  men ; and  yet,  to  their  great  and 
unpardonable  fhame,  they  with-hold  from 
them,  too  great  a fliare  of  the  knowledge  * 
they  ought  to  communicate,  and  then  give 
out  to  the  world  they  are  ignorant,  and  not 
fafe  to  be  trufted  r'  is  this  confiilent  with, 
juftice,  or  humanity  ? It  is  a great  blefling, 
that  women  have  accefs  to  the  writings 
of  both  antient  and  modern  praflitioners  j 
and  though  I would  not  advife  women  to 
follow  any  of  them  in  all  their  fteps,  I 
think  an  acquaintance  with  their  praftice 
very  neceffary ; and  when  “w^e  know  the 
path  they  trod,  we  cannot  be  ignorant  how 
to  a6l  in  the  hour  of  need,  if  we  diligently - 
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compare  their  different  opinions  with  out- 
own  experience. 

There  is  one  very  great  evil,  which 
midwives  have  to  combat.  When  any  of 
their  patients  are  attacked  with  a dangerous 
complaint  in  child-bed,  inftead  of  eonfult- 
ing  a phyiician,  a man-midwife  forfooth 
is  called  in  ; a man  whofe  intereft  it  is,  to 
condemn  every  midwife,  and  who,  though 
he  cannot  fpeak  in  direft  terms,  feldom 
fails,  by  fome  oblique  infinuation,  to  im- 
prefs  the  mind  of  the  friends,  that  there  has 
•been  fome  mifcondudl  on  the  part  of  the 
midwife. 

But  why,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfe, 
are  not  phyficians  confulted  on  thefe  occa- 
fions  ? can  they,  who  have  made  the  nature 
of  difeafes,  and  the  effefts  of  medicines 
their  particular  ftudy  all  their  lives,  be 
llrangersto  the  difeafes  incident  to  child-bed 
women,  and  the  proper  treatment  of  them  ? 
or  fhould  the  recovery  of  women,  labour- 
ing under  dangerous  complaints,  be  in- 
trufted,  till  paft  redemption,  in  the  hands 
of  a man  who  has  nothing  to  recommend 
him,  except  his  having  ftudied  pharmacy, 
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and  delivered  fome  women  of  their  chil- 
dren ? but  this  muft  be  the  man,  and  fliould 
the  midwife  objefl  to  him,  file  is  fufpe6ted 
of  being  afraid  of  deteSion  in  her  own 
conduft,  and  has  the  mortification  to  fee 
her  patient  flip  into  the  grave,  through  the 
fingers  of  ignorance,  without  the  priviledge 
of  finding  fault ; when  thefe  complaints 
occur  among  the  patients  of  the  man-mid- 
wife,  he  does  not  call  in  another  of  his 
own  profefllon,  but  a phyfician,  to  aflifl: 
his  judgement,  and  recover  his  patient,  and 
the  fuccefs  proves  the  propriety  of  the 
conduft. 

When  midwives  are  fent  for  to  women 
who  have  a great  degree  of  fever,  • an  un- 
ufual  hemorrhage,  or  any  fymptoms  of 
abortion,  produced,  is  is  often  the  cafe, 
through  bodily  fatigue,  mental  paffion,  *&c. 
they  fhould  recommend  the  advice  of  a 
phyfician,  in  preference  to  any  other;  for 
that  woman  cannot  be  mifmanaged,  who 
is  under  the  direftion  of  a good  experienced 
phyfician,  whatever  her  cafe  be» 
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SECTION  I. 


Anatomy  of  the  Parts  concerned,  in  Midwifery. 

^T^HE  principal  part  of  midwifery,  con- 
fills  in  the  art  of  delivering  women 
fafely  of  their  children,  and  preferving  the 
children  from  injury,  when  coming  into 
the  world. 

In  order  to  this, . it  is  necelfary  to  have  a 
perfeft  knowledge  of  the  conformation  of 
the  human  body,  as  far  as  concerned  in 
the  bufinefs  of  child-birth.  ' 

And  frf^  of  the  pelvis^  which  is  a ring 
of  bones,  that  fupports  the  upper  part  of 
the  body,  and  unites  it  to  the  lower  parts; 
narhely,  the  thighs,  legs,  and  feet.  Through 
this  ring  of  bones,  every  child  which  corner 
into  the  world  mull  pafs,  except  they  come 
by  the  Caefarean  operation ; and  the  diffi^ 
culty  of  its  coming  is  rendered  greater  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  fize  or  dimenfions  of. 
that  ring.  It  is  compofed  of  feveral  bones, , 
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which  are  joined  by  cartilages,  and  which 
appear  very  diftinfl;  in  infants ; but  in 
adults,  thefe  diftinfl;ions  vanifli,  for  the 
cartilages  become  oflified,  fo  that  it  appears 
as  one  continued  ring,  more  of  the  oval 
than  circular  fhape.  The  long  diameter  at 
top,  being  from  fide  to  fide ; and  at  the 
bottom,  from  back  to  front. 

I fhall,  as  is  cuftomary,  defcribe  its  dif- 
ferent bones. 


3 ft.  The  os  facrum  — 

ad.  The  os  coccygis,  or 
coccix  — — 

3d.  Offa  ilia  — — 

4th.  The  ofla  ifchia  — 

5th.  Ofla  pubis  — — 

The  foramina  magna  — 

•Acetabula  — — 

The  facro  iliac  — - — 


Tuberofities  of  the  ifchia 


Spinous  procefs  of  the  ifchia 


^ymphifts  pubis  — — 


The  lower  part  of  the  back. 

The  rump  bone.’ 

The  haunch  bones. 

The  feat  bones. 

The  ftiare  bone. 

The  holes  in  the  ftiare  bones. 

The  fockets  for  the  thigh 
bones. 

Are  the  joints  between  the 
ilia  and  facrum. 

The  round  extremities  of 
the  feat  bones. 

The  fliarp  points  which 
turn  round  to  the- 
lacrum. 

The  cartilage  which  joins 
the  (hare  bones. 
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A clear  knowledge  of  thefe  bones,  ena- 
bles the  midwife  to  praflice  her  art  with 
more  judgement  and  fafety,  than  fhe  would 
otherwife  do. 

THE  PELVIS  CONTAINS, 

The  uterus  or  womb,  to  which  belong 
the  ovaria  and  fallopian  tubes.  The  womb 
refembles  a pear  a little  flattened,  and  it 
is  about  the  fize  of  a pear,  in  the  unim- 
pregnated flate ; thofe  who  have  fludied 
the  nature  of  this  veffel,  fay,  that  it  does 
not  ftretch  as  the  foetus  grows,  but  grows 
in  fubflance  with  it,  and  is  reduced  nearly 
to  its  original  fize  foon  after  delivery. 

When  the  uterus  is  impregnated,  the 
embrio  is  furrourjded  by  a large  quantity 
of  fluid,  called  the  liquor-  amnii-,  which 
preferves  it  from  injury  by  any  external 
preffure,  and  from  being  comprefTed  by  the 
womb  itfelf,  in  the  early  months  of  gefta- 
tion;  it  alfo  ferves  to  lubricate  thepaffage, 
during  labour  : as  this  water  is  contained 
in  a double  membrane,  the  inner  one  is 
■called  amnios,  the  other  chorion. 
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The  UTERUS  is  confidered  under  ihree 
divifioiis.  Its  MOUTH,  called  os  uteri^  os 
tincce^  or  os  internum-,  its  neck,  called  cervix 
uteri-,  and  its  fundus,  called  fundus  uteri,, 
to  which  the  placenta  is  generally  attached. 
The  mouth  of  the  womb,  in  young  women, 
is  felt  like  the  largeft  fize  of  the  nipple  of 
the  breaft,  niore  than  any  thing  elfe  I can 
deferibe ; but  when  women  have  done 
childing,  it  acquires  a form  fomething  like 
the  mouth  of  a puppy ; one  fide  of  it  feels 
hard  and  thick,  while  the  other  feels  thin 
.and  contrafted. 

The  VAGINA  is  the  fbeath  leading  up  to 
the  womb,  of  which  the  os  externum  and 
labia  pudendi  are  the  entrance.  The  peri- 
NvEUM  is  the  bridge,  between  the  anus  or 
fundament  and  the  os  externum.  The 
■URETHRA,  or  meatus  urinarius,  is  joined  to 
the  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  rectum  is 
the  lower  or  great  gut.  The  above-menti- 
oned, are  the  parts  moft  liable  to  injury, 
in  child-birth,  and  require  the  moft  tender 
treatment  that  can  poflibly  be  given  them. 
A more  minute  defeription  of  the  parts  of 
generation  is  not  abfolutely  neceflary  from 
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‘tne,  as  you  will  find  them  in  the  writings  of 
■anatomifts. 

I {hall  now  defcribe  the  child’s  head,. 
which  mu  ft  pafs  through  the  pelvis : it 
confifts  of  various  fmall  bones,  joined  to- 
gether by  ligaments,  which  leave  them 
freedom  to  collapfe  in  the  birth,  that  it  may 
the  more  eafily  pafs  into  the  world. 

Thofe  of  its  bones,  which  fo  necefTarily 
collapfe,  are  the 
Oijrontis^  or  forehead. 

The  05  occipitis^  or  hind-head. 

The  ojja  parietalia^  or  fide  bones. 

The  SUTURES,  which  run  between  them, 
are  ' 

The  lamldoiddl^  which  divides  the  os  occi- 
pitis  from  the  oifa  parietalia. 

The  coronal,  which  divides  the  offa  parieta- 
lia from  the  os  frontis. 

The  fagiital  runs  along  the  top  of  the  head, 
from  the  occiput  to  the  root  of  the 
nofe. 

There  are  two  fontanels  or  moulds; 
the  anterior  one,  between  the  parietals  and 
os  frontis,  is  fometimes  called  the  bregma-, 
?the  pofterior  one,  between  the  occiput  and 

B 2 parietals. 


( ^8  } 

parietals,  is  called  the  vertex  : the  former 
may  be  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the  latter, 
through  the  fcalp,  by  the  touch,  having 
the  angles  of  four  bones  meeting  in  it, 
whereas  the  other  has  but  three. 

The  long  diameter  of  the  head,  is  from 
the  forehead  to  the  hind-head ; and  the 
fhort  diameter  is  from  fide  to  fide  ; and  we 
fee,  by  comparing  the  diameters  of  the  head 
with  thofe  of  the  pelvis,  that  the  head 
enters  the  pelvis  with  the  forehead  to  one 
hip,  and  takes  the  half-turn  in  paffing 
through  the  cavity,  as  it  cannot  be  expelled 
in  any  other  pofition  than  with  the  forehead 
to  the  facrum,  or  to  the  pubes,  unlefs  it  be 
very  fmall  indeed. 
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SECTION  II. 


Of  the  different  Kinds  of  Labours-. 


HEY  are  ufually  divided  into  fve 


ift.  Natural.)  when  the  head  prefents,  and 
the  child  is  expelled  by  the  pains, 
within  twenty-four  hours. 

2d.  Lingering.)  or  laborious,  when  the  head 
prefents  fair,  and  yet  the  labour  is  not 
over  in  lefs  than  forty-eight  hours. 

3d.  Preter-natural,  when  any  other  part  of 
the  child  prefents. 

4th.  Difficult,  when,  though  the  head  pre- 
fents, it  cannot  be  expelled  without 
great  help. 

5th.  Complex,  when  the  labour  is  attended 
with  convulfions,  floodings,  defcent 
of  the  navel-ftring,  twins.  See. 

It  is  of  great  confequence  to  know,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  labour,  how  the 
head  prefents,  becaufe  the  different  pofiti- 
ons  require  different  treatment. 
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SECTION  in; 

of  Natural  Labours. 

T AM  now  to  turn  your  attention  to  a 
woman  at  her  full  time,  taken  in  a natu- 
ral labour ; we  ftiall  fuppofe  it  is  her  firft 
child,  and  that  as  Ihe  is  unacquainted  with 
the  bufinefs,  fhe  will  fend  for  her  midwife 
as  foon  as  fhe  difcovers  any  fymptoms  of 
labour.  The  examination  by  the  touch, 
or  what  is  called  trying  a pain,  is  to  be 
made  in  as  private  a manner  as  poflible  : 
the  patient  fliould  lie  on  the  bed,  on  her 
left  fide,  and  fhe  fhould  be  covered  with 
the  bed-cloaths.  The  way  to  touch  is,  by 
introducing  one  finger,  dipt  in  pomatum, 
into  the  vagina,  and  pafhng  it  up  till  you 
find  the  os  uteri;  if  her  cafe  is  favourable, 
you  will  find  it  a little  dilated,  the  head  of 
the  child  prefling  upon  it ; and,  in  the  time 
of  a pain,  you  will  find  the  membranes 
which  contain  the  waters,  protruding  like 
a fmall  bladder  through  the  dilatation. 

The 
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The  beft  reafon  for  ftaying  with  her  now, 
is  to  keep  her  quiet,  and  to  take  care 
that  her  friends  may  not,  by  a miftaken 
kindnefs,  give  her  fpirits,  or  ftrong  drink, 
which  would  certainly  heat  her,  and  might 
produce  a fever,  which  would  not  only 
retard  her  labour,  but  make  a good  reco- 
wery  doubtful.  If  the  membranes  break 
before  the  pains  come  on,  you  need  not 
expefl  the  child  to  advance  till  the  waters 
are  difcharged,  and  you  ma)j  fafely  leave 
the  bufinefs  to  nature  for  feme  time  ; after 
the  waters,  there  comes  from  the  uterus  a 
flimy  mucus,  fometimes  tinged  with  blood; 
and  it  is  generally  a prefage  of  a favourable 
labour,  for  it  proves  the  patient  relaxed, 
and  conduces  to  make  the  labour  , eafy,  by 
lubricating  the  paffage  ; we  do  riot  find  this 
mucus  in  every  labour,  and  where  it  is 
wanting  after  the  difeharge  of  the  waters, 
we  term  it  a dry  labour,  and  the  want  of  it 
mull  be  fupplied  by  emollient  applications. 
Sometimes  the  head  of  the  child  plugs  up 
the  water,  fo  that  but  a fmall  portion  of  it 
comes  away  when  the  membranes  break  ; 
and  when  the  child  comes  forth,  the  reft 
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comes  in  fuch  a torrent,  that  the  young 
praftitioner  might  miftake  it  for  a flooding; 
of  this,  I know  an  inftance,  where  a young 
gentleman  was  put  into  fuch  perturbation,  by 
a circumftance  of  this  kind,  that  he  cut 
the  umbilical  cord  fo  clofe  to  the  child’s 
belly,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  nurfe 
could  get  hold  of  it  with  her  nails,  to 
enable  him  to  tie  a ligature. 

The  tnanner  in  which  the  head  defcends 
is  known  by  the  touch,  and  the  fontanels 
and  fagittal  future  mull  be  our  guide  ; the 
vertex  is  the  beft  prefentation.  As  the 
uterus  contracts,  the  pains  grow  ftrong,  the 
crown  of  the  head  is  puflied  againft  the 
lower  part  of  one  ifchium,  and  the  fore- 
head is  at  the  upper  part  of  the  other,  and 
is,  by  the  pains,  forced  and  turned  into  the 
hollow  of  the  facrum  : the  vertex  then, 

being  pufhed  out  below  the  os  pubis, 
dilates  the  os  externum  ; and  you  will  find 
the  os  frontis  puffiing  out  the  perinseum 
and  anus  fo  violently,  that  if  you  do  not 
fupport  them  during  every  pain,  they  will 
certainly  be  lacerated.  It  fometimes  hap- 
pens, that  the  forehead  is  a long  time  make- 

ing 
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ing  the  half-turn  into  the  facrum,  and  until 
you  are  experienced,  you  will  wonder 
why  the  head  is  not  coming  forth,  as  you 
find  it  fo  near  you ; which  it  cannot  do, 
till  it  is  turned  into  the  inferior  long  dia- 
meter of  the  pelvis  : for  you  are  ever  to 
REMEMBER,  that  at  thc  of  the  pelvis, 
the  long  diameter  is  from  one  ilium  to 
the  other;  and  at  the  bottom,  from  pubes 
to  facrum ; becaufe  the  os  coccygis  is 
pufhed  back,  by  the  child’s  head,  three 
quarters  of  an  inch.  The  head  now  having 
got  through  the  os  externum,  you  fhould 
wait  a little,  for  moft  commonly,  the  pain 
that  brought  it  difcontinues  ; befides,  the 
uterus  ftiould  not  be  allowed  to  contrafii; 
too  foon,  by  the  hafty  extrafling  of  the 
child ; and  if  another  pain  does  not  expel 
the  body  in  a few  minutes,  you  take  hold 
of  the  head  in  the  following  manner; 
place  your  two  fore  fingers  round  the  occi- 
put, your  middle  fingers  under  the  jaw 
bones,  and  let  your  thumbs  meet  over  the 
fagittal  future;  then  move  from  fide  to  fide 
till  the  body  comes  forth. 
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But  fhould  the  fiiould'ers  prove  too  bulk)^, 
pafs  two  of  your  fingers  over  the  right  fhoul- 
der,  bring  down  the  arm  with  a femi-circu- 
lar  turn,  under  the  fternum  ar  cheft  ; and 
the  other  fhoulder  coming  now  more  readily 
into  the  paffage,  the  body  will  foon  come 
forth. 

Another  fpecies  of  natural  labour  is,  when 
the  forehead,  inftead  of  turning  towards 
the  facrum,  turns  towards  the  pubes,  in- 
paffing  from  the  brim  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis.  This  pofition  of  the  head  may  be 
known,  by  feeling  the  anterior  fontanel  at 
the  pubes,  and  the  fagittal  future  running 
backward  to  the  facrum  ; and  as  the  fore- 
head is  broader  than  the  occiput,  it  cannot 
fo  eafily  pafs  under  the  arch  of  the  pubes, 
but  will  take  more  time  and  pains  to  expel 
it : but  there  is  no  occafion  to  alter  this 
pofition,  except  the  pains  are  found  infuf- 
ficient  to  expel  it;  you  muft  therefore 
proceed  as  in  the  former  cafe,  fupportiug 
the  perinaeum  with  the  palm  of  your  hand, 
while  the  head  is  paffing  through  the  os 
externum, 
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There  is  no  occafion  to  confine  the  pa- 
tient to  any  particular  pofture,  until  the 
time  comes  in  which  fhe  muft  be  affifled ; 
fhe  iTiay  fit,  lie,  or  walk,  as  inclination- 
leads,  unlefs  file  has  a flooding;  in  that 
cafe  fhe  fliould  lie  in  bed,  and  be  kept  very 
cool.  When  the  child  is  born,  lay  it  on 
its  fide,  with  the  back  to  the  mother ; and 
when  it  has  cried,  tie  the  navel  firing  with 
a ligature,  compofed  of  -feveral  folds  of 
common  thread,  at  the  di fiance  of  three 
inches  from  the  child’s  belly ; then  tie 
another  near  a finger’s  length  beyond  that, 
and  cut  the  cord  between  the  two  ligatures. 
You  now  apply  yourfelf  to  the  delivery  of. 
the  placenta.  In  firfl  labours,  it  generally 
comes  off  very  foon,  except  in  fubj^fls 
not  very  young;  where  it  is  apt  to  adhere 
too  ftrongly  to  the  uterus,  the  adhefion  is 
difcovered  by  its  not  coming  down  in  the 
vagina,  during  a given  time,  perhaps  fome. 
hours,  in  which  time  tie  a comprefs  mode- 
rately tight  round  the  abdomen,  and  rub 
it  to  affifl  the  contraftion  of  the  uterus. 

If  you  can,  by  the  touch,  feel  the  root 
of  the  funis  in  the  vagina,  it  is  coming ; 
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but  if  it  ftill  continues  high  out  of  your 
reach,  -you  muft  not  pull  the  cord  too  hard, 
for  fear  of  caufing  an  inverfion  of  the 
uterus,  that  is,  a turning  of  it  infide  out : 
but  you  muft  anoint  your  right  hand  with 
pomatum,  oil,  or  lard,  and  pafling  it  flowly 
into  the  uterus,  you  muft  fearch  for  the 
thin  edge  of  the  placenta,  and  infmuate 
your  fingers  with  the  utmoft  ^c^tion  be- 
tween that  and  the  uterus,  ad^  ^^&it  away 
by  degrees,  till  it  is  all  difengaged : then 
grafp  it  between  your  fingers,  contrafted  in 
form  of  a cone,  and  draw  it  into  the  os 
internum ; then  withdraw  your  hand  to 
give  the  patient  a little  reft,  provided  there 
is  no  great  flooding;  if  there  is,  take  it 
away  as  foon  as  polfible,  for  the  flooding 
will  not  ceafe  till  it  is  taken  away.  Some 
men  of  great  reputation  have  left  the  ad- 
hered placenta  to  the  efforts  of  nature,  but 
you  are  not  thereby  juftified  in  leaving 
your  patient,  till  it  is  extrafted. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Of  Lingering  Labours. 

TX  THEN  the  os  uteri.,  and  os  externum  dilate 
^ ’ with  great  difficulty.,  by  real'on  of  rigi- 
dity, owing  perhaps  to  the  patient  not  being 
very  young;  if  the  pelvis  is  well  formed,  the 
head  of  the  child  will  defcend  in  a greater 
proportion  than  the  os  uteri  will  dilate, 
confequently  drags  the  uterus  along  wnth  it 
too  far  into  the  pelvis  ; which,  if  not  pre- 
vented, would  fo  ftretch  the  ligaments  of 
the  womb,  as  to  fubjeft  the  woman  to  a 
prolapfus  uteri,  or  defcent  of  womb. 

To  prevent  this  evil,  it  has  been  recom- 
mended by  very  refpeftable  authority,  to 
introduce  the  fingers  in  form  of  a cone, 
and  with  every  pain  to  ftretch  the  os  exter- 
num, and  pafs  the  whole  hand  into  the 
vagina;  then  to  introduce  the  fingers  be- 
tween the  os  internum,  and  the  head  of  the 
child,  to  prevent  the  uterus  from  being 
puflied  down  before  the  head  : but  let  fuch 
of  my  readers  as  have  fuffiered  the  anguifh 

of 
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of  child-birth,  fay,  what  it  would  be  to 
have  this  praftifed  upon  fhemfelves:  would 
not  the  hand  be  too  great  an  addition  to  the 
head,  already,  perhaps,  too  large  to  pafs  ? 
would  not  the  friftion  ufed  to  dilate  the  os 
externum  with  every  pain,  occafion  a great 
inflammation  in  the  parts  ? In  this  cafe,  I 
have  always  found  the  following  method  to^ 
anfwer;  I made  my  patient  take  her  labour 
in  a horizontal  pofture,  upon  a bed  or 
fopha^  with  her  loins  a little  elevated;  and 
with  three  fingers,  in  form  of  a triangle,. 
I fupported  the  os  uteri  at  every  pain,  till- 
it  was  fufficiently  dilated  ; and  I can  add/ 
with  truth,  I never  delivered  a woman, 
that  had  a prolapfus  uteri. 

When  there  is  an  obliquity  of  the  womb.,  we 
find  the  os  tincae  turned  up  towards  the. 
pubes,  or  facrum,  but  moft  comm.only  to- 
wards the  facrum ; this  is  a great  hinderance 
to  the  labour,  and  fhould  be  refUfied  in 
time:  that  is  done,  by  drawing  the  lower 
edge  of  it  gently  down  into  aproper  direftion 
with  every  pain,  till  it  come  to  be  felt 
round  like  a fort  of  ring. 

Sometimes  the  head  is  detained  inthe  birthy 
by  the  umbilical  cord  being  naturally  too  Jliort.,  or 
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twijled  round,  the  neck  or  body  of  the  child ; and 
though  it  bear  down  in  the  time  of  a pain,- 
it  recedes  when  the  pain  is  over,  and  keeps 
fluftuating  up  and  down  for  a confiderable- 
time.  If  in  this  cafe,  you  put  the  patient 
in  an  ereft  pofture,  either  on  her  knees  or 
legs,  the  head,  held  down  by  its  own  gra- 
vity, from  one  pain  to  another,  is  fafely 
brought  forth ; great  care  mnft  be  taken  to 
guard  againft  cold  in  thefe  cafes.  It  is 
but  very  rare  that  the  twilling  of  the  navel 
ftring  round  the  child,  prevents  its  partial 
expulfion,  and  when  the  head  comes  forth, 
if  the  body  cannot  follow,  it  is  bell  to  flip 
your  finger  between  the  neck  and  the  cord, 
tie  a ligature,  and  cut  it;  for  in  trying  to 
flip  it  over  the  head,  part  of  the  placenta 
may  be  violently  feparated,  and  a flooding 
enfue. 

The  next  cafe  to  be  confidered,  is  a 
labour,  where  the  bulk  oj  the  head  bears  too 
great  a proportion  to  the  pelvis.  This  is  a cafe 
which  roufes  all  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
as  a great  deal  of  fufferingmay  be  expeCled. 
You  find  the  abdomen  very  large,  hard, 
and  prominent;  the  os  uteri  very  thick 

and 
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and  clofe ; and  the  head  above  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis,  may  be  felt  through  the  cervix 
uteri.  If  the  waters  be  not  already  dis- 
charged, when  the  os  uteri  begins  to  dilate, 
they  will  protrude  like  a fmall  gut  through 
it.  If  the  patient  be  in  a full  habit,  it 
will  be  proper  to  bleed  her,  and  give  a 
dofe  of  caltor  oil  to  clear  the  bowels  ; if 
the  pains , have  very  Ihort  intermiffion, 
which  is  often  the  cafe  in  fuch  labours,  give 
her  an  opiate  draught  to  mitigate  them,  and 
keep  her  cool  and  quiet.  Suffer  no  cdh- 
verfation  to  take  place,  which  has  a tendency 
to  lower  her  fpirits,  but  let  them  be  fup- 
ported  by  every  comfortable  hope  of  a fafe 
deliverance;  give  nothing  ftrong  or  heating 
for  nourilliment,  but  let  her  have  beef  tea, 
or  chicken  broth.  If  fhe  does  not  make 
water,  apply  the  catheter,  and  give  a clyfter. 
It  will  be  to  little  purpofe  to  attempt  ftretch- 
ing  the  parts,  for  the  difficulty  is  in  the 
bones.  Do  not  fatigue  the  patient  with 
frequent  touching,  but  if  fhe  thinks  the 
application  of  your  hand  affords  her  any 
eafe,‘  which  is  often  the  cafe,  you  fhould 
only,  with  one  finger  dipt  in  pomatum, 

lubricate 


lubricate  the  vagina,  juft  to  amufe  her. 
When  the  head  begins  to  defcend,  the. 
aftion  of  the  uterus  will  encreafe,  and 
though  the  pains  are  not  fo  frequent,  they 
are  ftronger  than  at  the  beginning. 

What  you  have  now  ftri6Uy  to  attend  to, 
is,  whether  the  head  is  really  advancing,, 
or  is  puffing  and  fwelling,  and  by  that 
means  deceives  you ; this  you^may  know, 
by  examining  as  high  as  you  can  round  the 
head  : if  you  find  the  bones  of  the  cranium 
coming  nearer  to  you,  although  but 
flowly,  you  may  look  for  a fafe  termination 
of  the  labour,  provided  you  do  not  hurry 
your  patient,  but  wait  patiently  for  the 
expulfion  of  the  child,  by  the  efforts  of 
nature.  If  on  the  other  hand,  after  waiting 
many  hours  good  nains,  the  fwelling  ftill 


do  not  advance,  you  may  expeft  the  cafe 
to  be  very  difficult ; and  the  ftrength  of 
the  patient  muft  determine  when  the 
crotchet,  or  the  forceps  ffiould  be  applied. 
Some  do  not  apply  the  forceps  to  a head 
that  cannot  pafs  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
but  reduce  it,  and  deliver  with  the  blunt 


bones  of  the  head 
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hook  and  crotchet,  judging  it  more  fafe  for 
the  mother. 

In  all  cafes  where  you  find  by  the  fize 
of  the  patient,  the  deformity  or  fmallnefs  of 
the  pelvis,  and  the  very  flow  defcent  of  the 
head,  that  the  labour  will  prove  difficult, 
never  obje6l  to  the  friends  fending  for  a 
doftor,  if  they  propofe  it;  for  fliould  the 
pains  decline  or  fubfide,  which  they  often 
will  do  in  firft  labours,  and  in  many  inftan- 
ces  return  again  in  a given  time,  yet  this 
time  will  not  be  waited  for  : the  dofilortS' 
fent  for,  and  when  come,  regrets  much 
that  he  was  not  called  before  the  pains  loft 
their  force  ; although  if  he  were  a fkilful 
and  confcientious  man,  and  had  the  labour 
under  his  own  care  from  the  beginning,  he 
never  would  ufe  inftruments,  while  he  had 
any  benefit  to  expeft  from  the  efforts  of 
nature,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient 
admitted  of  delay. 

When  the  head  prefents,  and  after  advance- 
ing  a certain  length  into  the  pelvis^ 
pains  being  frong  and  frequent^  you  may  be 
SURE  there  is  fome  great  obftacle  in  the  way, 
either  from  its  prefenting  in  a wrong  direc- 
tion, 
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Uon,  its  being  too  much  offified,  a great 
defe£l  in  the  pelvis,  or  a tumor  in  the  foft 
parts  of  the  mother.  Any  of  thefe  circum- 
ftances  may  caufe  the  head  to  be  fall  locked, 
in  which  cafe  a man  mull  be  fent  for  to 
deliver  with  the  forceps ; you  have  been 
taught  the  ufe  of  them,  but  you  may  not 
be  permitted  to  ufe  them,  nor  would  it  be 
prudent  in  you  to  urge  it,  or  objefl,  to  the 
calling  in  a dodtor;  for  although  when  he 
comes,  the  c^fe  may  be  exaftly  the  fame, 
yet  fhould  any  misfortune  happen,  which 
perhaps  is  unavoidable,  people  are  more 
readily  reconciled  to  the  event,  becaufe 
there  is  no  appeal  from  what  a doflor  does, 
being  granted  he  did  all  that  could  be  done 
on  the  occafion. 
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SECTION  V. 

OJ  Preter -natural  Labours,  and  firjl,  of  the 
Prejentation  of  the  Breech. 

■TTARIOUS  are  the  rules  prefcribed  for 
^ the  management  thereof ; fome  will 
have  us  to  allow  the  child  to  defcend  in  the 
manner  it  offers,  while  others  advife  t6 
pufli  up  the  body  to  get  at  the  legs,  or  one 
leg,  and  deliver  by  the  feet.  This  might 
be  well,  if  the  membranes  continued  whole 
till  they  had  dilated  the  os  uteri,  fo  as  to 
give  the  hand  room  to  pafs  and  get  at  the 
feet,  but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe ; there- 
fore I prefer  letting  the  child  defcend  as  it 
prefents,  with  the  legs  turned  up,  till  you 
can  hook  a finger  into  each  groin,  and  move 
it  from  fide  to  fide,  in  order  to  affift  the 
pains  in  bringing  down  the  body : and 

when  the  breech  is  coming  through  the  os 
externum,  you  muff  be  very  careful  to 
fupport  the  perinasum,  and  prevent  the 
laceration  of  that  part. 
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When  the  body  is  brought  forth  as  far  as 
the  navel,  if  the  child’s  belly  is  not  already 
towards  the  facruni,  you  mull  turn  it  with 
a turn  and  quarter  turn,  which  quarter  turn 
you  revert  back  again,  being  made  only 
in  order  to  be  certain  that  the  chin  is  clear  of 
the  pubes.  The-body  being  brought  down, 
it  remains  that  without  lofs  of  time,  you 
bring  down  the  arms  and  head  ; if  the  child 
is  very  fmall,  and  the  woman  well  formed, 
they  will  foon  follow  the  body  : and  if  they 
do  not,  as  the  child  cannot  be  fafe  any 
length  of  time  in  that  fituation,  you  mull 
pafs  the  fingers  of  your  right  hand  over 
the  child’s  right  Ihoulder,  bring  down  the 
arm  with  a half  round  turn  under  the 
flernum  or  cheft,  and  apply  your  left  hand 
to  the  other  arm  in  like  manner ; then 
reft  the  child  on  your  left  hand  and  arm, 
with  your  fingers  fupporting  the  collar 
bones,  and  pufh  the  head  cautioufly,  with 
your  fingers,  towards  the  facrum ; then 
raife  the  body  towards  the  pubes,  and  it 
will  come  forth.  Should  you  meet  with 
any  great  refiftance,  get  two  fingers  of 
your  left  hand  into  the  mouth,  to  draw 

the 
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towards  the  breaft , and 
apply  the  fingers  of  your  deft  hand  to  the 
-occiput,  to  move  it  a little  from  the  pubes, 
and  you  will  foon  furmount  the  difficulty. 

The  tjjorjl  fitmtion  in  a breech  caje^  is, 
when  the  child’s  back  lies  to  the  facrum, 
and  cannot  take  the  proper  direction  to 
the  pubes;  for  it  is  far  more  difficult  for  the 
head  to  come  down,  the  forehead  being  no-t 
fo  well  fuited  to  the  arch  of  the  pubes,  as 
■the  occiput ; added  to  this,  the  navel 
ffring  is  very  apt  to  fall  down  between  the 
child’s  thighs,  which  endangers  its  life-; 
■for  if  the  cord  cannot  be  returned,  and 
prevented  from  being  fqueezed  between 
the  child’s  limbs,  or  between  the  head,  and 
the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  the  child  muff  die, 
becaufe  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is 
ftopt  in  the  cord,  before  the  child  has 
drawn  breath. 

If  in  a breech,  or  a footling  cafe,  the 
navel  firing  fhould  be  found  pafiing  be- 
tween the  child’s  thighs,  up  the  back,  fo 
that  the  child  is,  as  it  were,  riding 
upon  it,  the  cord  mufi  be  cut,  and  the 
child  delivered  immediately,  otherwife  it 
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die  ; and  if  you  go  to  deliver  without 
cutting  it,  you  run  the  rifque  of  feparating 
the  placenta  violently,  and  bringing  on  a 
flooding. 

It'has  ever  been  found  a very  difficult 
matter  to  return  and  keep  up  the  navel 
firing,  when  once  come  down  ; fome  have 
recommended  to  roil  it  up  in  a piece  of 
fine  linen,  and  return  it  above  the  pubes, 
l)ut  the  child’s  only  fafety  lies  in  expediting 
the  delivery  ; and  as  this  depends  fo  much 
upon  the  afiiflance  you  have  from  the  pains 
and  the  mother's  efforts,  you  cannot  fay 
how  fuch  a labour  will  terminate,  till  it  is 
over.  The  knees  are  known  from,  the 
flioulders,  head,  or  breech,  by  taking  up 
lefs  room  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  In 
^z//preter-natural  eafes,  you  cannot  fay  with 
abfolute  certainty  how  the  labour  will  ter- 
minate ; I would  therefore  advife  you  to 
acquaint  the  patient’s  friends,  that  there  is 
fome  rifque  to  the  child,  and  to  put  it  in 
their  option  whether  you  or  any  other 
perfon  fliall  perform  the  delivery,  and  that 
for  reafons  already  affigned ; for  though 
you  cannot  be  at  a lofs  how  to  deliver  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  approved  theory,  yet  Ihould 
matters  not  go  well  in  all  refpefts,  there 
will  be  a diffatisfaftion,  if  you  do  not 
inform  them  before  hand. 

When  the  knees^  or  feet  prefsnt,  the  labour 
is  treated  the  fame  as  the  breech;  what 
clearly  difcovers  the  breech  prefentation, 
is  the  difcharge  of  the  meconium,  when 
the  membranes  break,  which  they  do  very 
early  in  thofe  labours.  Sometimes  children 
are  born  without  any  apparent  figns  of  life, 
except  the  pulfation  in  the  umbilical  cord; 
efpecially  in  preter-natural  births,  where  in 
many  are  ftill-born.  Sonie  try  to  recover 
' the  child  before  they  cut  the  cord,  others 
cut  it  before  they  tie  it,  in  order  to  let  it 
bleed  a little  ; either  may,  or  may  not, 
fucceed,  according  to  the  circumftances 
which  went  before  ; but  whatever  may  be 
the  caufe  of  the  child’s  perilous  fituation,  the 
mode  of  recovering  it  is  much  the  fame;' 
firft  prefs  gently  upon  the  ribs,  with  both 
your  hands  in  an  oppofite  direftion,  in  order 
to  remove  any  prelfure  that  may  be  upon 
the  heart;  next  blow  air  into  the  mouth, 
in  order  to  expand  the  lungs ; rub  it  with 

fpirits, 
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fpirits,  fhake  it,  chafe  it  with  warm  flannel, 
give  it  a clyfler,  and  put  it  in  a warm  bath, 
if  the  weather  is  cold : thefe  are  the  only 
things  I know  to  be  of  ufe  for  its  recovery. 
Be  not  too  hafty  in  giving  up  your  efforts, 
for  there  is  now  living  in  India,  a gentle- 
man, who,  by  the  goodnefs  of  Goi,  and 
my  efforts  was  reftored  to  life,  after  a 
doftor  of  extenfive  praftice  had  given  him 
up  for  dead;  it  was  quite  a tranfverfe  cafe; 
the  fhort  ribs  prefented,  and  I,  being  fear- 
ful of  the  fuccefs,  fent  for  the  doftor, 
but  the  lady  infifting  upon  my  performing 
the  delivery,  and  the  membranes  having 
broke,  put  me  under  the  neceffity  of  turn- 
ing the  child,  and  delivering  by  the  feet, 
before  his  arrival. 

I fliall  next  defcribe  an  arm  cafe:  in  all 
cafes  where  the  child  is  to  be  turned,  the 
prefenting  part  is  firft,  if  pofTible,  to  be 
removed  out  of  your  way,  in  order  to 
make  room  for  paffing  the  hand  into  the 
uterus,  to  get  at  the  feet.  When  the  os 
uteri  is  dilated  fufficiently  to  give  vou  an 
opportunity  of  difcovering  the  arm,  if  any 
part  of  it  is  come  down  into  the  pelvis. 


c 
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you  mufE  endeavour  carefully  to  return  ix 
when  the  membranes  break ; and  getting 
your  fingers  into  the  arm-pit,  raife  the 
head  and  fhoulders  towards  the  fundus 
uteri : this  muft  be  done  by  flow  degfees 
in  the  abfence  of  the  pains,  and  cannot  be 
done  till  you  have  dilated  the  os  externum, 
and  internum,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  pafs  the 
hand  through  both;  then  fearch  for  the 
'feet,  and  deliver  as  when  the  knees,  or 
ilower  extremitie‘s  prefent. 

We  have  on  record,  inftances  when 
children,  prefenting  the  arm,  have,  by  the 
'efforts  of  nature,  turned  upon  their  own 
axis,  and  came  to  the  world  'breech  fore- 
'moft : I fliould  be  apt  to  difcredit  this 
affertion,  had  I not,  in  the  early  part  of 
my  praflice,  met  with  a cafe,  which  con- 
firms me  in  the  belief  of  it ; this  was  a cafe 
where  the  fiernum  prefented,  but  I could 
not  difcover  the  fituation  of  the  child,  till 
4he  membranes  broke,  when  I felt  the  car- 
tilage enfiformis,  and  the  end  of  the  fhort 
ribs  very  plain,  above  the  brim  of  the 
grelvis.  As  I had  then  but  little  praftice, 
3 did  not  like  to  attempt  the  delivery,  fo  I 

fent 
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feni  for  my  preceptor  in  midwifery,  but  he 
was  out  of  town  attending  a lady ; I then 
fent  to  two  gentlemen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  had  been  a long  time  in  praftice, 
bnt  who,  finding  my  patient  was  a poor 
woman,  that  could  not  make  a proper  re- 
compence  for  their  trouble,  both  flatly 
refufed  to  come ; in  the  mean  time,  the 
pains  being  very  ftrong,  the  knees  and  legs 
were  thrown  down  upon  me,  and  my  con- 
fiernation  was  fo  great,  I hardly  knew  how 
they  came,  but  I foon  delivered  the  body 
and  head.  The  child  v/as  dead,  and  yery 


large,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having 


turned  on  its  own  axis.^ 

Notwithftanding  thefe  inftances,  I would 
never  advife  you  to  leave  fuch  cafes  to  the 
efforts  of  nature,  but  as  I have  already 
ed,  to  endeavour,  in  an  early  period 


of  the  labour,  at  leaft  as 


lOon  as  you  can 


pafs  the  hand  with  fafety,  to  turn  and  deli- 
ver by  the  feet;  and  as,  in  turning  the  child 
in  the  womb,  there  is  great  danger  of  rup- 
turing that  vifeus,  by  reafon  of  the  power- 
ful contraftion  of  it ; fo  when  your  hand 
IS  in  it,  or  paffmg  into  it,  you  fhould  never 
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move  it  in  time  of  a pain,  for  fear  of 
caufmg  the  above  misfortune. 

Although  you  have  been  fhown  how  the 
hand  is  to  be  paffed,  you  cannot  be  a judge 
of  the  difficulty  that  attends  turning  a child 
in  utero,  till  you  have  tried  it  on  the 
living  fubjeff ; and  it  will  be  fortunate  if, 
in  the  firft  effay,  the  waters  are  not  all  dif- 
charged  before  you  make  the  attempt,  as 
the  womb,  being  diftended  by  them,  gives 
you  a far  better  opportunity  of  ffiifting  the 
child  into  the  pofition  to  which  you  wiffi  to 
bring  it. 

With  refpeft  to  the  place,  where  you 
introduce  your  hand,  that  mull  be  regulated 
by  the  prefenting  part,  and  the  direftion 
in  which  the  feet  lie ; the  method  that 
leads  moll  eafily  to  them  mull  be  purfued. 

Great  care  mull  be  taken  that  vou  do 
not  miftake  a hand  for  a foot,  like  a gen- 
tleman at  Weftminfter,  many  years  ago, 
who  pulled  at  one  of  each,  till  the  woman 
periffied  under  his  hands;  this  I think  you 
cannot  do,  if  you  attend  to  the  mark  of 
both  ; as  before  obferved,  the  length  of 
the  fingers,  and  fliortnefs  of  the  thumb, 

mark 


( 53  )' 

mark  the  hand;  the  rounding  of  the  heel, 
and  fliortnefs'  of  the  toes,  mark  the  foot  i 
I never  made  a miflake  in  this  matter  my- 
felf,  and  I trull  you  will  not.  Young 
pradlitioners  are  often  alarmed,  if  they  find 
the  fingers  or  hand  pr^fenting,  but  this 
does  not  always  indicate  an  arm  cafe  ; it 
often  accompanies  the  head  or  breech,  and 
mull  be  kept  up  till  either  is  engaged  in  the 
pelvis. 

When  the  face  prefents,  it  is  the  advice  of 
fome,  to  pulh  up  the  head,  introduce  the 
hand,  and  bring  the  vertex  to  prefent;  but 
I know  by  experience,  that  many  children 
are  fafely  brought  forth  in  that  dire6lion ; 
fo  in  a well  formed  pelvis,  when  the  woman 
has  born  children,  I never  alter  the  pofitioii 
of  the  head.  ’Tis  true,  in  this  cafe,  the  face 
is  very  much  fwelled,  and  of  a livid 
colour,  which  goes  off  in  a few  days;  but 
Ihould  it  be  found  neceffary  to  alter  the 
pofition  of  the  head,  it  mull  be  done 
before  it  advances  too  far,  otherwife  the 
force  that  is  requifite  to  pufh  it  up,  if  ap- 
plied to,  or  near  the  eyes,  may  prove  very 
hurtful  to  the  child.  If  the  head  is  fall 
c 3 wedged; 
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wedged  in  this  pofition,  delivery  with  the 
forceps  is  the  beft  remedy  I know  of. 

Laborious  births  occur  more  frequently 
than  preter-natural  ones,  and  require  far 
greater  (kill  and  experience  to  manage  them 
properly.  When  the  child  prefents  wrong, 
there  are  but  few  rules  for  fetting  it  right, 
and  the  general  method  is  turning,  and  de- 
livering by  .the  feet;  but  when,  from  the 
great  iize  of  the  head,  or  its  difproportion 
to  the  capacity  of  the  pelvis,  the  child 
is  detained  too  long,  it  requires  great 
experience  to  determine,  how  much  a 
woman  and  child  can  bear  without  danger 
to  either : nothing  can  be  a greater  proof 
of  this,  than  the  forwardnefs  with  which 
young  men,  in  the  praftice  of  midwifery, 
ufe  inftruments  in  laborious  cafes;  of  this 
I faw  a ftriking  inftance  very  lately  among 
my  own  patients.  As  the  cafe  was  only  of 
the  lingering  kind,  and  was  treated  like  a 
difficult  one,  I will  relate  it  by  way  of  in- 
troduftion  to  that  fpecies  of  labours. 

A robuft  woman  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age  was  taken  in  labour  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  as  the  pains  were  but 

flow. 
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flow,  I was  not  fent  for  till  the  evening^, 
when  I found  every  thing  in  as  fair  a way , 
as  I could  expefl  with  a woman  of  her  age 
and  conftitution;  the  os  uteri  a little  dilated, 
the  head  prefenting  fair,  and  the  water 
beginning  to  protrude : the  parts  were 
rigid,  but  her  ftrength  was  great,  and  the 
capacity  of  the  pelvis,  which  was  by  no 
means  too  confined,  gave  me  every  reafon 
to  look  for  a favorable  ilfue  ; I gave  an 
injedtion,  and  likewife  a fpoonful  of  caftor 
oil,  to  clear  her  upper  as  well  as  low'er 
palfages.  I flayed  with  her  all  night,  to 
prevent  her  taking  any  flrong  drink,  by 
the  perfuafion  of  the  few  ignorant  women 
I found  with  her;  the  membranes  broke  af 
feven  in  the  morning,  and  the  labour  was 
going  on  a,s  fuch  cafes  generally  do,  after, 
the  difcharge  of  the  water  ; there  was  no 
mucus  difcharged  from  the  uterus  to  lubrr- 
cate  the  parts,  but  this  defeft  I fupplied 
o-ccafionally  by  a little  pomatum.  I was 
under  no  apprehenfion  about  my  patient, 
any  farther  than  that  fhe  would  have  a har^ 
labour,  as  I at  the  beginning  expefted. 
She.  had  an  old  maiden  fifler  with  her,  who 
c 4 about 
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about  twelve  o’clock  of  the  day  feemed 
very  unhappy  that  fhe  was  not  delivered, 
and  about  two  o’clock  the  hufband  came 
into  the  room-,  and  told  me  he  had  reafon 
to  think  his  wife  would  need  a doftor  ; I 
anCwered,  that  I faw  no  occafion  for  a 
do£lor,  but  if  he  or  his  friends  were  uneafy, 
and  wilhed  for  one,  I would  not  urge  the 
contrary.  I afked  my  patient  if  fhe  wiflied 
to  have  a doftor  called,  and  fhe  anfwered 
in  the  negative. 

About  four  o’clock  the  drowfy  period  of 
the  labour  came  on,  and  the  goflips  ob- 
ferved  that  the  pains  were  not  fo  brifk  as 
they  had  been ; I affured  them  fhe  would 
do  well,  and  that  her  pains  would  be  better 
when  fhe  had  had  a little  fleep,  to  which 
fhe  feemed  very  much  difpofed ; but  they 
feemed  fo  very  impatient,  that  I left  them 
to  aft  as  they  thought  proper.  A gen- 
tleman of  experience  in  the  neighbour- 
hood v/as  propofed,  but  rejefted  by  the 
woman,  and  another  was  propofed  with  no 
better  fuccefs;  I told  them  of  a young  man 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  was  apothecary 
to  fome  famili-es  I attended,  and  had  man- 
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midwife  on  bis  door,  but  that  I could  not’ 
anfwer  for  his  experience.  In  a little 
time  I was  informed  a doflor  was  come,  and 
wanted  to  fee  me  ; he  turned  out  to  be  the 
perfon  I mentioned,  and  I told  him  the 
progrefs  of  the  labour  from  its  commence- 
ment ; that  I knew  there  was  not  the  lead 
danger,  that  the  occiput  was  paffing  under  the 
arch  of  the  pubes,  the  tumefaflion  on  the 
vertex  parted  the  labia  pudendi  the  breadth 
of  near  2 incliss,  the  parietals  were  preffed 
upon  the  lower  edges  of  the  tuberofities  of 
the  ifchia,  the  perinseum  was  ftretching, 
and  the  waters,  being  plugged  by  , the  head, 
were  now  diililling  in  fmall  quantities  with 
every  pain;  and  as  I expefted  no  more 
than  a verdi,6l  from  him,,  which  I thought 
would  fatisfy  the  friends,  I did  not  objefl 
to  his  feeing  the  woman.  He  accordingly 
came,  and  enquired  into  her  fituation,  felt 
her  pulfe,  told  her  (he  would  do  very  well, 
for  (lie  had  a good  ftrong  pulfe,  that  could 
bear  any  thing,  but  he  would  leave  her 
then,  and  return  in  about  an  hour’s  time. 
He  wSs  better  than  his  promife,  for  he 
returned  in  half  the  time,  furnilhed  with 
05  his 
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his  tools^;  he  took  his  feat,  and  whifpered 
to  me,  who  fat  clofe  by  him,  that  he  was 
going  to  apply  the  lever.  I anfwered,  if  he 
took  the  labour  in  his  own  hands,  he  might 
aft  as  he  pleafed.  He  introduced  the  in- 
ftrument,  but  withdrew  it  again  immediately, 
without  making  any  effort  to  deliver  ; he 
then  told  the  woman  he  would  foon  deliver 
her,  with  a pair  of  artificial  hands,  which 
they  often  made  ufe  of,  and  which  were 
very  fafe.  I was  exceedingly  terrified  to 
fee  a perfeft  twig  of  the  obflctric  profeflion, 
whofe  time  in  praftice  could  afford  him  but 
very  few  (if  any)  opportunities  of  deliver- 
ing with  inflruments,  attempt  to  ufe  them 
on  my  patient,  efpecially  as  I was  confident 
there  was  not  the  fmalleft  occafion  for  deli- 
vering her  by  force,  for  a few  hours  more 
time  would  have  done  the  bufinefs  very 
fafely  ; however,  the  poor  woman  was  put 
in  a pofture  to  be  delivered  with  the  for- 
ceps, which  when  applied,  foon  lofl  their 
hold ; the  fecond  attempt  had  no  better 
fuccefs  j by  a third  effort,  the  head  was 
brought  forth,  and  the  body  foon  followed, 
with  a fanguinary  hue  all  over,  as  if  it  had 

fallen 
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fallen  into  a butcher’s  tub  in  the  flaughter- 
houfe.  It  difcovered  no  figns  of  life, 
except  the  pulfation  in  the  navel-ftring, 
v/hich  foon  fubfided,  and  the  doflor  made 
various  trials  to  recover  it ; he  then  gave 
it  to  me,  to  try  what  I could  do,  while 
he  brought  the  placenta,  and  upon  wiping  „ 
its  head  and  face,  I difcovered  a deep 
wound  upon  the  right  temple,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  evidently  the  eaufe 
of  the  child’s' death,  becaufe  it  was  in  the 
direftion  of  the  temple  vein ; but  as  the 
dodlor  was  young,  and  of  courfe  his  clia- 
rafter  delicate,  I endeavoured  to  veil  this 
misfortune,  by  drawing  the  lips  of  the 
wound  clofe  together,  and  keeping  my 
finger  upon  it,  ’till  the  blood  dried  to  pre-  - 
vent  it  from  opening.  As  the  golfips  were 
engaged  about  the  woman,  who  was  all  this 
time  flooding,  I had  abundant  opportunity  of 
managing  this  bufinefs,  and  of  walhing  the 
poor  infant,  and  laying  it  out;  when  I was 
thus  employed,  the  doftor  came  to  me,, 
and  whifpered  me  to  put  a cap  on  k-:  he  ran 
to  the  bafliet,  and  brought  me  one.  I took 
the  hint,  and  pinned  it  clofe  over  the  faefe 
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to  hide  the  cut;  and  I now  declare  before 
God,  that  I could  not  have  been  more 
careful  to  conceal  this  misfortune,  if  it  had 
happened  in  my  own  hands.  The  doftor’s 
fentiments  of  generofity  were  very  different 
from  mine,  for  when,  on  his  firlt  vifit,  the 
parents  regretted  very  much  the  child’s 
death ; he  faid  “ as  to  that,  the  child  was 
“ dead  four  hours  before  he  was  called 
this  was  a grofs  falfhood,  and  I leave  any 
praftitioner  to  judge,  whether  a labour 
of  twenty-four  hours  could  prove  fatal  to 
a child  : befides  the  pulfation  in  the  navel- 
ftring  was  a clear  proof  that  it  was  not 
quite  dead  when  born,  otherwife  to  what 
purpofe  did  he  make  any  efforts  to  reftore 
it  to  life,  and  requefl  me  to  try  what  I 
could  do  for  it.  I firmly  believe,  he  was 
not  then  confcious  of  the  injury  it  had 
received  by  the  inftrument,  for  it  was  all 
over  fo  covered  with  blood,  that  he  could 
not  fee  the  cut  while  it  was  on  his  lap; 
nor  could  I,  till  I wiped  its  poor  head  and 
face  with  a cloth  ; however,  this  misrepre- 
fentation  of  the  cafe  anfwered  his  purpofe, 
for  it  transferred  the  whole  blame  from 

him 
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him  to  me,  and  he  became  the  minion  of 
this  little  Plebian  family,  while  I was  infulted, 
by  them,  and  fufpefted  of  an  evil  in  which 
I had  no  hand,  but  that  of  having  fuffered 
a young  unexperienced  man  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  opportunity,  which  then  offered,  of 
trying  experiments  on  a midwife’s  patient; 
had  he  been  filent  upon  the  fubjeft,  or  had 
he  acknowledged,  (as  he  afterwards  did  to 
me^  when  I reproved  him  for  his  condufl) 
that  he  thought  the  death  of  the  child,  and 
the  appearance  of  it  when  brought  forth, 
was  owing  to  the  feparation  of  fome  portion 
of  the  placenta,  that  would  have  prevented 
any  blame  falling  on  me : becaufe  if  fuch 
mifehief  exiiled  at  all,  it  mull  have  happen- 
ed in  his  own  hands,  for  there  was  not  the 
fmalleft  appearance  of  flooding,  till  after 
the  introdublion  of  the  forceps.  I had  a 
very  good  opportunity  of  knowing  this, 
becaufe  I thought  it  my  duty  to  guard 
againfl  fome  part  of  the  mifehief,  which 
was  like  to  befal  my  patient,  by  fupport- 
ing  the  perinaeum  during  the  operation,  fo 
that  I perfeflly  know  when  the  flooding 
took  place ; it  would  argue  great  ignorance 

to 
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to  fay  with  Am,  “ that  it  Kegan  fooner,  but 
“ the  head  had  plugged  up  the  difcharge,” 
becaufe  the  water  which  was  plugged  up, 
was  coming  down  in  fmall  quantities,  and 
mull  have  been  coloured,  if  any  part  of 
the  placenta  had  been  feparated. 

This  narrative  fliould  caution  inidwives,. 
againd  putting  their  patients  and  their  re- 
putation at  the  mercy  of  young  unexperi- 
enced men  ; for  had  this  affair  happened  in 
the  early  part  of  my  praftice,  it  might 
have  hurt  me  very  elfentially,  as  then^  like 
mod  of  the  projejjion^  I was  employed  in 
the  lower  walks  of  life  ; and  as  the  ignorant 
are  always  very  credulous,  the  charge  of 
having  been  the  occafion  of  a child’s  death, 
would  in  all  probability  have  tript  my 
heels.  In  a family  of  fuperior  fituation,  a 
young  prablitioner  would  not  be  applied  to 
in  a difficult  labour,  but  here  he  was  chofen 
by  the  patient  and  her  friends,  in  prefe- 
rence to  men  of  great  experience,  merely 
becaufe  it  was  taken  for  granted  he  would 
come  for  a fmaller  fee  : this  is  a bad  fpecies 
of  oeconomy,  for  if  men  are  to  be  employed 
in  midwifery,  it  is  only  neceffary  when 

difficulty 
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difficulty  occurs,  and  they  ffiould  be  men  of 
known  integrity  and  long  praftice  ; the 
idea  that  any  man-midwife  will  do,  is  a 
milfaken  notion  indeed,  and  many  have 
found  it  fo  to  their  coft. 
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SECTION  VI. 

Of  Difficult  Labours. 

"DEFORE  we  proceed  to  confider  the 
treatment  of  difficult  labours,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  mention  the  true  caufes  of 
them ; and  according  to  the  writings  of  the 
belt  anatomifts,  the  moll  frequent  is,  great 
disproportion  between  the  child's  heoJ.,  mid  the 
mother's  pelvis. 

The  long  diameters  of  the  pelvis  are  faid 
to  be  five  inches,  and  ihc  Jhort  diameters, 
four  inches.  The  child’s  head  is  faid  to  be 
three  inches  and  a half  from  one  parietal 
tuberofity  to  the  other,  and  four  inches  and 
a half  from  the  forehead  to  the  hind  head; 
fo  that  if  the  head  be  much  longer,  it 
cannot  pafs  through  a common  fized  pelvis 
without  great  difficulty ; if,  added  to  this, 
the  pelvis  be  very  fmall,  the  difficulty  will 
be  Hill  greater.  When  the  rickets,  molli- 
ties  offium,*  or  weaknefs  of  any  kind, 

obliges 
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obliges  the  pelvis  to  take  a dillorted  or 
confined  form,  *or  when  women  marry  late- 
in  life,  and  the  parts  become  rigid,  and  the 
articulation  of  the  coccix  with  the  facrum 
becomes  anchilofed,  fo  that  near  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  are  loll  in  the  long 
diameter  of  the  lower  aperture  of  the  pelvis, 
it  mull  occafion  difficult  labours ; and  as 
the  chief  difficulty  arifes  from  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  the  pelvis,  midwives  when  fi.rft 
employed  by  a patient,  ought  to  examine 
the  capacity  of  the  pelvis,  to  know  the 
dillance  from  pubes  to  facrum : for  this 
purpofe,  four  fingers  mull  be  introduced 
into  the  vagina,  till  the  fore  finger  touches 
the  infide  of  the  fymphifis  pubis;  and  if 
the  dillance  from  that  to  the  nearell  verte- 
bra admits  the  remaining  fingers  in  a direfl 
line,  it  conftitutes  a common  fized  pelvis, 
provided  the  four  fingers  breadth  meafures 
fomething  more  than  three  inches  and  a 
half. 

With  refpefl  to  the  difficulties  which 
arife  from  a Hone  in  the  bladder,  tumours 
in  the  os  uteri,  flraitnefs  in  the  vagina,  too 
great  offification  of  the  head,  fwellings  of 

labia 


( 66  > 

labia  pundendi,  &c.  thefe  cafes  fliould  be 
put  under  the  care  of  an  (Jxperienced  ob- 
ftetric  furjieon. 

O 

Thofe  -who  are'  unacquainted  with  the 
nature  of  labours,  and  the  diverfity  they 
admit  of,  think  a woman’s  life  muft  be  loh,. 
if  fne  is  not  delivered  in  forty-eight  hours, 
or  very  little  more,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  pains ; and  they  feldom  give  longer 
time,  before  they  exprefs  great  anxiety, 
and  a wilh  that  the  patient  be  delivered  by 
whatever  means  it  can  be  done,  and  we  are 
not  furprifed  that  the  poor  fulferer  fhould; 
wifh  to  be  relieved  at  any  adventure:  thus 
the  woman’s  impatience  and  the  miftaken 
kindnefs  of  her  friends  thruft  her;  into 
danger,  from  which  a little  more  time  would . 
have  faved  herfelf  and  child. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing.,  to  fee  awom.an 
with  her  .firfl  child  three  days  and  nights  in 
labour,  and  delivered  very  fafely  by  efforts 
of  nature,  and  the  common  affillance  given 
with  the  hand  ; and  indeed  it  would  arraign 
the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God  to  luppofc, 
that  the  pov^ers  of  nature  in  the  human 
fpecics.Paould  be  fufpeudea  fo  frequently, 

when , 
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when  bringing  forth  their  young,  as  would 
appear  by  the  very  great  number  of  delive- 
ries performed  by  injlnments  in  this  age  ; 
and  yet  we  cannot,  upon  any  other  princi- 
ple, affign  a reafon,  why  women  fhould 
differ  fo  much  from  the  reft  of  the  female 
creation,  and  require  fo  often  what  they 
fcarcely  ever  require  ; but  blefled  be  Goi, 
women  feldom  required  it,  until  man  had 
found  out  many  inventions.  The  inftances 
in  which  inftruments  are  required,  are  few, 
and  very  ^ew  indeed  can  occur  in  the  prac- 
tice of  one  individual  3 but  as  young  men 
who  practice  midwifery,  never  think  them- 
felves  fufficiently  qualified,  until  they  are 
expert  in  the  ufe  of  inftruments,  we  need 
not  be  furprifed,  to  fee  them  fly  with  avi- 
dity to  every  fhadow  of  pretence  for  ufing 
them,  efpecially  if  called  to  a midwife’s 
patient,  where  fome  of  them  wantonly  ufurp 
the  province  of  nature,  and  run  away  with 
that  gratitude  which  alone  is  due  to  the 
author  of  it.  That  delivery  with  inftru- 
ments has  faved  fome  lives,  is  undeniable, 
but  I am  fully  convinced,  that  the  inftances 
in  which  they  have  done  fervice,  will  never 
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eompenfate  for  the  mifchief  dotic  by  their 
unneceflary  and  mal-application. 

Of  all  the  inftmments  ever  invented  to 
extraft  the  child  too  long  detained  in  the 
pelvis,  the  forceps  are  of  the  greateft 
utility  ; and  although  fome  authors  declare, 
that  much  mifchief  has  been  done  by  them, 
when  in  the  hands  of  unfldlful  men,  yet 
there  is  none  of  all  the  inftruments  I ever 
faw,  fo  well  calculated  to  fave  the  lives  of 
children. 

The  forceps  are  a pair  of  blades  made  of 
tempered  fteel;  fome  of  them  have  ftraight, 
and  fome  have  curved  edges ; they  are 
generally  covered  with  fine  foft  leather,  amt 
can  be  infinuated  between  the  head  of  the 
child  and  the  pelvis,  in  order  to  take  hold 
of  and  extrabl  it,  when  it  is  fo  firmly,  fixed, 
that  the  pains  are  not  fufficient  to  bring  it 
down  : but  we  ought  to  be  well  alTured 
that  it  is  really  fixed,  before  \ie.  do  violence 
to  nature,  or  terrify  the  patient,  fince  they 
never  muft  be  ufed  without  acquainting  her. 

In  order  to  the  fuccefsful  application  of 
the  forceps,  four  things  .mull  be  obferved  ; 
firft,  the  conformatio-n  of  t|ie  pelvis;  fecond, 
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the  hate  of  the  parts  of  generation,  and 
iituation  of  the  head;  third,  it’s  advance; 
and  fourth,  the  ftrength  of  the  patient : -all 
thefe  points  afcertained,  and  the  neceffity 
of  uling  them  unequivocal,  the  patient  is 
laid  upon  her  back  acrofs  the  bed,  with  her 
head  and  fhoulders  a little  elevated;  her 
breech  projefting  a little  over  the  fide,  and 
her  knees  feparated  and  raifed  up  towards 
her  belly  ; the  midwife  after  dipping  the 
fingers  of  her  right  hand  in  pomatum  or 
lard,  fearches  till  the  ear  can  be  felt;  file 
then  anoints  the  blades  of  the  forceps,  and 
infinuates  her  fingers  between  the  head  and 
the  pelvis;  thenfiides  one  blade  of  the  for- 
ceps flo'wly  up  between  her  fingers  and  the 
child’s  head,  taking  particular  care  that  the 
extremity  of  the  blades  be  always  kept 
clafe  to  the  head,  for  fear  of  taking  hold  of 
any  part  of  the  mother  ; this  blade  being 
advanced,  till  the  place  where  it  locks 
reaches  the  os  externum ; the  other  blade 
mull  be  introduced  in  the  fame  careful  man- 
ner, oppofite  to  the  former,  over  the  other 
ear.  If  the  handles  come  not  together, 
you  may  depend  upon  it  they  will  not  only 
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flip  and  'lofe  their  hold,  but  that  they  will 
comprefs  the  bones  of  the  cranium  confi- 
derably,  when  you  begin  to  extrafl,  which 
ought  to  be  in  time  of  a pain. 

You  fhould  gently  afiift  the  head  to  turn 
as  it  turns  in  a natural  labour,  and  the 
extrafting  force  flrould  at  firfl  be  moderate^ 
and  encreafe  in  proportion  to  the  refiftance 
you  meet  with.  The  handles  muft  be  flowly 
preCTed  back  upon  the  perinasum,  and  the 
movement  mull:  be  from  handle  to  handle, 
and  the  efforts  to  deliver  fhould  be  at  regu- 
lar'intervals,  like  labour  pains. 

When  the  head  flops  with  the  Jacc  near-er 
to  the  pubes  thiaoi  the  Jacrum,  it  fhould  be 
<lrawn  out  with  the  face  under  the  arch 
of  the  pubes ; and  when  the  head  is  coming 
forth,  the  handles  fhould  be  raifed  up  over 
the  pubes,  and  the  midwife  fhould  Hand  up 
to  give  her  more  power  in  the  exercife  of 
her  arms : the  left  hand  muji  fupport  the 
iperina:um,  for  fear  of  laceration  in  paffing 
over  the  head. 

In  whatever  fituation  the  head  prefents, 
-the  ears  be  fought  for  and  Jound,  other- 
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■\viTe  v/e  a6l  at  random,  and  cannot  anfwer 
for  the  confequence. 

The  lov/er  the  head  is  defcended  before 
the  forceps  are  applied,  the  more  fure  will 
be  the  fuccefs  of  ufing  them. 

Notwithftanding  the  benefit  which  may 
'be  derived  from  the  feafonable  and  fltilful 
'application  of  this  inftrument,  I mull  ever 
■'lament,  when  I fee  the  crotchet  and  ve&is  in 
the  hands  of  young  men,  fome  of  whom 
carry  the  vefilis  in  their  pockets  when  called 
to  labours,  juft  as  regularly  as  the  car- 
penter carries  his  foot-rule  when  he  goes  to 
w'ork 

The  veftis  is  like  one  blade  of  the  ftraivht 

O 

edged  forceps,  only  a little  longer,  and  it 
is  introduced  in  the  fame  manner ; fome 
pafs  it  under  the  pubes,  and  over  the 
ehild’s  ear,  till  the  extremity  of  the  blade 
reaches  the  chin  ; then  taking  a firm  hold 
of  the  handle,  when  the  pain  comes  on, 
they  raife  it  up  towards  the  pubes,  by 
which  means  the  aflion  of  the  blade,  in 
conjunftion  with  the  pains,  bears  down  the 
head  ; others  prefer  applying  the  lever  to 
Jthe  occiput. 
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T'liis  inftrumeiu  is  very  handy  for  thofe 
who  are  fond  of  doing  than  their  duty, 
by  giving  nature  moxe  aififtance  than  ihe 
r-eally  needs,  to  the  great  detriment  of 
mothers  and  children,  and  that  merely  to 
fave  their  own  time.  When  the  curved  edge 
forceps  are  applied,  the  convex  edge  of  the 
blades  muft  always  come  out  towards  the 
facrum,  becaufe  their  convexity  anfwers  to 
the  concavity  of  the  facrum. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  (hape 
of  the  pelvis,  will  fee  the  necejjity  of  keep- 
ing the  handles  of  the  forceps  gently  preffed 
upon  the  perinoeum,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  extremities  of  the  blades  from  running 
againft  the  facrum,  inftead  of  afcending  to 
the  upper  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  which 
is  fomcthing  like  a bafon  tilted  a little  for- 
ward. 

When  the  head  is  fo  large,  or  the  pelvis 
fo  narrow,  that  the  head  cannot  defcend  by 
the  forc^  of  the  pains,  fome  have  advifed 
to  pufli  it  up,  turn  the  child,  and  deliver 
by  the  feet;  but  if  the  head  has  come 
down  a certain  length,  this  will  be  found 
imprafticable ; and  if  the  lever,  or  the 
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forceps,  will  not  do,  the  only  alternative  is 
to  open  the  head,  and  deliver  with  the 
crotchet,  as  before  obferved. 

It  is  no  wonder,  that  men  of  humanity 
fhould  procraftinate  this  dreadful  opera- 
tion, until  they  have  great  reafon  to  hope 
that  the  child  is  really  dead. 

I have  been  an  eye  witnefs  of  two  in- 
ftances^  when  this  procraftination  proved 
fatal  to  the  mothers,  in  cafes  that  admitted 
of  their  being  faved;  I am  therefore  very 
folicitous,  that  thofe  mothers  who  are  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  need  fuch  a facrifice,  may 
obtain  the  benefit  of  it  before  it  is  too  late. 
The  cafes  above-mentioned,  were  under 
the  care  of  men  of  known  abilities,  and 
nothing  but  humanity  or  infatuation  could 
have  flood  between  them  and  their  duty, 
who  knew  fo  perfeflly  what  ought  to  be 
done,  though  it  had  not  been  urged  by  me, 
who  was  confidered  both  as  timid  and  im- 
patient on  thefe  occafions ; but  the  fequel 
proved  that  my  fears  were  too  well  ground- 
ed, for  one  woman  did  not  live  to  go 
through  the  delivery,  the  head  only  being 
■taken  away;  and  the  other  died  in  lefs  than 
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an  hour  after  delivery,  having  been  in 
•labour  from  Monday  morning  till  Friday 
night.  Perhaps  it  may  be  necelTary  to 
oblerve,  that  the  do6lors  were  called  at  an 
early  period  of  thefe  labours;  that  is, 
within  twelve  hours  of  their  commence- 
ment. 

I then  determined  never  to  witnefs  ano- 
ther being  loft  in  the  fame  manner,  and  I 
have  met  fince  but  with  one  cafe  which 
required  the  head  to  be  opened ; it  was 
done  before  the  woman  was  too  much 
exhaufted,  and  flie  not  only  lived,  but 
recovered  much  better  than  I expefted. 
Having  three  times  feen  the  operation  of 
opening  the  head,  and  delivering  with  the 
crotchet,  I am  the  better  enabled  to  defcribe 
iu 

I muft  again  remind  you,  that  in  moft 
difficult  labours,  the  patient  is  generally 
let  blood,  from  fix  to  ten  ounces,  accord- 
ing to  her  ftrength  and  conftitution.  Wheri 
the  head  is  to  be  opened,  the  patient  is  laid 
on  her  fide,  or  back,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  operator,  who  muft  be  furniffied  with 
a pair  of  fciflars  nine  inches  long,  with 
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Hops  to  prevent  their  advancing  beyond  a 
certain  length ; and  when  he  has  dilated 
the  os  externum,  he,  with  his  fingers, 
fearches  for  one  of  the  futures  of  the  head, 
againft  which  he  holds  his  fingers,  whilft 
he  paffes  the  fciflars  flowly,  till  they  reach 
the  brain  : when  they  have  gone  the  proper 
length,  he  turns  them  round  feveral  times, 
opening  the  handles  wide  to  enlarge  the 
incifion  ; the  fciflars  are  then  withdrawn, 
and  the  broken  fplinters  of  the  fkull  are 
covered  with  the  fcalp,  or  taken  away,  to 
prevent  wounding  the  mother:  when  the 
^ brain  is  evacuated,  he  takes  hold  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  fkull  with  his  fingers, 
or  with  the  blunt  hook,  to  draw  it  forth  ; 
one  hand  is  in  the  vagina,  and  held  fall 
againft  the  outfide  of  the  flcull,  to  help  it 
forth,  and  alfo  to  receive  the  point  of  the 
inftrument  in  cafe  it  flip,  left  it  fhould 
wound  the  mother.  ' 

But  if  the  head  be  fo  large  in  proportion 
to  the  pelvis,  that  the  child  cannot  be 
brought  forth  by  thefe  helps,  the  operator 
endeavours  to  get  firmer  hold  with  the 
crotchet  in  the  mouth,  or  under  the  chin. 
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or  in  fome  part  of  the  bafe  of  the  Ikull, 
encreafing  the  extrafting  force,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  refiftance,  till  it  comes  forth. 
Some  have,  after  opening  the  head,  left  the 
patient  for  feveral  hours,  before  they  have 
delivered  her,  as  in  that  time  the  child  is 
fuppofed  to  turn  more  flabby  and  vapid, 
and  of  courfe  is  more  eafily  drawn  forth: 
others  have  flattened  the  head  with  the 
forceps,  and  extrafted  it  before  they  have 
left  the  patient ; thefe  methods  are  varied 
according  to  the  diflPerent  opinion  of  the 
operators. 

As  fuch  operations  cannot  fall  to  the 
ihare  of  a midwife  in  this  country,  I need 
not  be  more  minute  in  my  account  of  them, 
t)ut  as  I know  a country,  where  they  have 
been  performed  by  midwives,  I have  en- 
deavoured to  get  fuch  a knowledge  of  them 
in  theory,  as  would  enable  me  to  attempt 
them,  were  it  my  lot  to  be  placed  in  a 
part  of  the  world,  where  no  other  afliftance 
could  be  found.  Although  the  Ccefarean 
operation  has  been  performed  by  women, 
yet  as  I have  never  feen  it  performed,  I 
fliall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  any  ac- 
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counts  of  it;  thofe  who  wifti  to  know  ity 
may  confult  Smellie  or  Baudeloeque.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  no  midwife  in  this  country 
will  attempt  to  ufe  inftruments  of  any  kind, 
who  has  not  well  ftudied  the  anatomy  of 
the  parts  concerned  in  parturition,  as  well 
as  the  nature  of  inftrumental  deliveries  on.; 
a proper  machine. 
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SECTION  VII. 


The  Difeafes  of  Pregnant  Women ^ and  the 


KEN  you  have  ftudied  and  profefled 


midwifery,  it  is  expefted  that  you 
know  the  figns  of  pregnancy,  and  alfb 
fome  of  the  difeafes  to  which  pregnant 
women  are  fubjefl.  The  firft  thing  that 
affefts  them  is  naufea  and  vomiting-,  tbis'begins 
with  fome  of  them  a few  days  after  concep- 
tion ; and  with  others,  not  till  the  time  when 
the  menfes  Ihould  return,  and  is  moft 
■ powerfully  felt  in  the  morning,  juft  upon 
getting  up  ; the  vomiting  is  feldom  dange- 
rous, and  often  falutary,  for  we  fee  women 
bring  up  a great  quantity  of  bile  and 
phlegm,  which  collefts  very  fail  upon  the 
ftomach  in  the  time  of  utero  geftation, 
becaufe  the  digeftion  is  weaker  than  at 
other  limes. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  you  all 
the  reafons  affigned  for  the  difeafes  which 
occur  during  pregnancy,  becaufe  you  will 


Symptoms  of  Pregnancy. 
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find  them  in  the  writings  of  medical  men  r 
it  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe  to  fay  they 
exift,  and  to  inform  you  what  is  moft  likely 
to  relieve  them,  as  far  as  my  province 
leads.  In  plethoric  habits  it  is  proper  to 
bleed  to  the  quantity  of  feven  or  eight 
ounces;  the  ftomach  fhould  be  fometimes 
cleared  by  an  infufion  of  camomile  flowers, 
or  a cup  of  ftrong  green  tea,  for  this  will 
not  ftrain  more  than  the  natural  ficknefs, 
and  a cup  of  ftrong  mint  tea.,  taken  the 
firft  thing  in  the  morning,  is  often  of  fervice. 
The  diet  fhould  be  light,  and  taken  in  fmall 
quantities,  efpecially  fuppers.  In  coftive 
habits,  the  body  fhould  be  kept  open  by 
gentle  laxatives,  fuch  as  lenitive  elefluary, 
caftor  oil,  &c. 

Another  complaint,  which  fometimes  oc- 
curs in  the  firft  months,  is  a frequent  defire- 
to  make  xvater,  becaufe  the  impregnated 
uterus  as  yet  lies  low  in  the  pelvis,  and-* 
prefles  upon  the  bladderj  fo  that  there  is 
not  much  room  to  contain  the  water  ; and 
fometimes  the  preffure  may  be  upon  the 
fphinfcler  of  the  bladder,  and  occafion  a- 
ftranguary.  In  this  cafe  an  attempt  fhould-' 
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be  made  to  raife  up  the  uterus  in  the  pelvis, 
which  may  relieve  the  neck  of  the  bladder; 
if  this  fail,  the  catheter  fhould  be  applied; 
the  method  of  doing  it  has  been  Ihewn  you  ; 
this,  with  fomentations,  injeftions,  and  the 
warm  bath,  in  cafe  of  real  ftranguary,  is 
all  that  midwives  fliould  attempt  to  recom- 
mend; the  prefcribing  of  medicines  fhould 
be  left  to  thofe  who  have  made  the  nature 
of  drugs  their  ftudy. 

The:  pilci  are  often  very  troublefome  to 
pregnant  women,  and  they  are  relieved  by 
fomentations,  poultices,  and  bleeding  wdth 
leeches.  In  the  later  months,  women  in  a 
relaxed  habit  are  liable  to  a fwdling  of 
the  leg^  feet.)  and  labia  pudendi ; this  is  faid 
to  be  owing  to  an  imperfeft  return  of  the 
lymph  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  body, 
and  it  goes  off  in  a few  days  after  delivery, 
when  the  blood  and  other  fluids  have  a free 
circulation. 

The  cardialgia  or  heart-burn  deferves  a 
little  notice  here.  Magnefia  alba  is  often 
taken  for  it,  in  order  to  abforb  the  acid  in 
the  ftomach,  but  I know  of  nothing  that 
can  quite  remove  it. 
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TKe  figns  of  pregaancy  are,  fuppreffion 
of  the  menfes,  loathing  of  different  foods 
and  drinks,  and  fancying  others  which  are ' 
neither  pleafant  or  faiutary,  heat-burn,  vo- 
miting, cough,  fhortnefs  of  breath,  lownefs 
of  fpirits,  heat  in  the  palms  of  the  hand, 
and  foies  of  the  feet,  coftivenefs,  (hooting 
pains  in  the  breafts,  and  fome  pains  in  the 
b^ck;  yet  many  of  thefe  fymptoms  may 
exift  when  a woman  is  not  with  child  : what 

moil  to  be  relied  on,  is  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  menfes,  increafe  of  fize,  and  a 
hardnefs  in  the  hypogaftrium ; but  when 
the  cafe  is  doubtful,  and  fome  months 
have  elapfed  in  a ftate  of  fufpenfe,  we 
mufl  examine  by  the  touch.  If  the  womb 
be  impregnated,  you  will  find  it  larger  and 
heavier,  when  you  prefs  againfl  it,  than  it 
is  in  the  unirapregnated  (late;  the  neck 
will  be  confiderably  fhorter,  and  after 
what  women  call  quickening,  the  fundus 
rifes  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ; at  feven 
months,  the  head  of  the  foetus  may  be 
plainly  felt  through  the  cervix  uteri. 

® 5 


SECTION 


( 82  ). 


SECTION  VIII. 


OJ  Abortion. 


S mifcarriages  often  happen  in  the  jirjl 


four  months  of  pregnancy,  women  can- 
not be  too  careful  of  expofing  themfelves 
to  any  violent  agitation  of  body  and  mind 
during  that  period  ; for  nothing  debilitates 
a woman’s  conflitution  fooner  than  frequent 
mifcarriages ; and  although  fome  make  very 
light  of  them  in  the  earlier  months,  yet 
they  are,  in  the  latter  months,  often  dread- 
ful in  their  confequences,  by  reafon  of 
great  floodings.  Some  women,  though  few, 
menftruate  in  the  firft  months  of  pregnancy, 
which  renders  their  fituation  doubtful  un- 
til they  quicken,  and  that  g.enerally  hap- 
pens later  than  in  thofe  who  do  not  men- 
ftruate.  When  women  are  attacked  with 
floodings  in  the  earlier  months,  fome  re- 
commend bleeding,  but  the  propriety  of 
this  depends  upon  the  conflitution  of  the 
patient.  If  the  evil  proceed  from  a ple- 
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thora,  bleeding  is  proper,  and  the  antiphlo-- 
g;iftic  diet  is  to  be  obferved.-  The  beft- 
raethod  I have  experienced,  is  to  keep- 
the  patient  in  a horizontal  pofture,  and  her 
room  cool  and  quiet,  applying  cloths  dipt 
in  vinegar,  well  wrung,  to  the  l^ins,  ab- 
domen, and  pundenda,  changing  them  be- 
fore they  turned  warm.  In  delicate  habits 
I do  not  approve  of  bleeding;  I have 
found  it  neceffary  to  fupport  fuch  women 
with  nourifhing  broths,  beef  tea,  chocolate, 
and  occafional  draughts  of  cold  claret  and 
pump  water,  for  nothing  Ihould  be  taken 
warm.  Opiates  are  good ; ten  drops  of- 
laudanum  in  any  common  liquid, , 

The  aftringent  draughts,  which  are  com- 
pofed  of  bark,  elixir  of  vitriol,  infufion  of" 
red  rofes,  dragon’s  blood,  &c.  but  thefe' 
Ihould  be  made  by  an  apothecary.  If  the 
ftomach  can  bear  a few  grains  of  alum 
powder,  taken  in  any  drink,  it  is  a great 
aftringent ; where  the  ftomach  cannot  bear 
it,  it  may  be  given  in  an  injeflion. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the 
caufes  of  abortion.  Whatever  brings  too 
much  blood  to  the  uterus,  and  ftimulates 
D 6 the 
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the  adjacent  parts,  may  occafion  it.  Acute 
diftempers,  violent  agitations  of  body  or 
mind,  in  fiiort,  whatever  tends  to  caufe  a 
reparation  of  the  placenta,  may  bring  on 
mifcarriage ; and  when  the  adhefion  of  the 
placenta  to  the  uterus  is  too  weak,  a very 
trifling  circumftance  will  occafion  its  repa- 
ration. The  treatment  mull  be  fuited  to 
the  caufes  of  it,  and  what  fuits  one  confti- 
tution  will  not  do  for  another.  When 
mifcarriages  are  attended  with  labour  pains, 
they  fliould  be  left  to  nature ; but  when 
they  are  attended  with  great  floodings,  and 
without  pain,  nature  fliould  be  aflifted,  by 
dilating  the  os  uteri,  and  taking  away  the 
contents  of  the  uterus.  In  fuch  a cafe  it 
will  be  proper  to  confult  a phyfician,  for 
you  can  do  as  much  good  as  any  accoucheur. 


SECTION 


( B5  ) 


SECTION  IX. 


Complex  Labours. 


FLOODING. 


S flooding  in  the  latter  months  is  occa- 


floned  by  a reparation  of  a part  or 
the  whole  of  the  placenta,  it  proves  the 
neceflity  of  guarding  againft  violent  exer- 
cife,  and  keeping  very  llill,  when  it  appears, 
becaufe  motion  increafes  the  evil.  If  the 
flooding  can  be  reftrained  by  the  means  I 
have  preferibed  in  cafes  of  abortion,  fo 
that  the  life  of  the  patient  is  not  in  danger, 
we  Ihould  not  do  any  thing  to  force  a la- 
bour, but  wait  with  patience,  and  keep  up 
the  woman’s  fpirits  by  every  poflible  means : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  the  hemorr- 
hage be  fuch  as  to  occafion  fainting  fits, 
the  woman  being  in  the  laft  months  of  preg- 
nancy, we  fhould  dilate  the  os  uteri  by 
degrees,  at  fuch  intervals  of  time  as  is 
common  between  the  natural  pains ; then 
pafs  the  hand  to  break  the  membranes, 


turn 
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turn  the  child,  and  deliver  by  the  ffeet.  In 
flooding  cafes,  the  os  uteri  eafily  yields  to 
the  efforts  made  to  dilate  it. 

The  moft  critical  flooding  cafe  that  ever 
occured  where  I have  attended,  was  that 
of  a lady,  who  was  then  at  her  country 
feat  thirteen  miles  from  town,*  and  was 
feized  with  a flooding  in  the  feventh  manth. 
I was  fent  for,  but  before  my  arrival,  the 
gentleman  who  praftifed  midwifery  in  the 
village  had  given  her  medicines,  and  the 
complaint  did,  in  a great  degree,  fubfide 
before  night,  when  I was  obliged  to  return 
to  town.  As  I was  apprehenfive  fhe  would 
not  go  to  her  full  time,  and  knew  fhe  was 
very  averfe  to  the  attendance  of  a man  to 
deliver  her,  I advifed  her  coming  to  town 
as  foon  as  fhe  could  be  removed  with  fafety, 
for  I could  not  anfwer  that  her  labour 
would  not  .be  premature,  and  attended  with 
the  fame.circLiinflances,  which  would  ren- 
der k abfolutely . neceflfary  for  her  to  be 
delivered  before  I could  probably  come 
from  London ; in  that  cafe,  I begged  the 
doflor  might  be  permitted  to  give  every 
afliftance  in  his,  power,  as  it  certainly  would  , 

be 
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be  carrying  delicacy  too  far,  to-  wait  till  I- 
could  come  fo  many  miles.  But  the  feafon 
proving  very  inviting,  die  deferred  coming  ' 
to  town,  and  went  on  very  well  till  the  end 
of  the  eighth  month ; when,  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  (he  waked  with  a 
violent  flooding,  and  I was  again  fent  for. 
On  my  arrival  I met  her  hufband  in  a 
ftate  of  diftraftion,  who  told  me  there  was 
not  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  his  darling  wife  ’■ 
without  making  any  reply,  I ruflied  up- 
into  the  bed-chamber ; the  lady  was  appa- 
rently dead.  I examined  by  the  touch, 
and  found  the  placenta  totally  detached?^ 
from  the  uterus,  and  prefenting  at  the  os 
uteri.  I confefs  I was  aftonifhed  that  no 
attempt  had  been  made  to  deliver  her  be- 
fore I came,  efpecially  as  the  doflor  was 
in  the  next  room,  and  I am  yet  a ftranger 
to  the  true  caufe  of  it.  I told  the  doftor  I 
did  not  think  fhe  had  two  hours  to  live, 
but  I would  endeavour  to  do-all  that  could 
be  done,  by  delivering  her.  She  had  not 
taken  one  labour  pain  at  all,  and  it  was  in 
vain  to  look  for  any ; fo  I dilated  the  os 
internuraj  fearched  for  the  thin  edge  of 
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tlie  placenta,  perforated  the  membranes, 
removed  the  thick  part  towards  the  right 
fide,  and  found  the  head  prefenting.  As 
fhe  was  fo  low  that  fire  could  neither  look 
up  or  fpeak,  I thought  it  more  advifable 
to  bring  the  child  as  it  prefented,  than  to 
run  the  rifque  of  extinguifliing  the  feeble 
lhare  of  remaining  life,  by  the  fatigue  of 
turning  and  delivering  by  the  feet.  My 
endeavours  were  bleffed  with  fuccefs ; fhe 
was  delivered  in  a very  little  time,  and  re- 
covered amazingly,  for  Are  took  a journey 
of  more  than  an  hundred  miles  in  fix  weeks 
after.  I have  fince  attended  her  feveral 
times,  and  fhe  is,  thank  God,  ftill  living, 
and  can  anfwer  to  the  truth  of  what  I here 
affert. 

In  fuch  cafes  we  do  not  expeft  living 
children,  unlefs  the  patient  can  be  delivered 
immediately  upon  the  feparation  of  the  pla- 
centa, for  the  fource  of  life  is  cut  off, 
whenever  a total  feparation  of  it  takes  place. 
In  fuch  violent  floodings  the  extremities 
turn  very  cold,  and'  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  apply  ftone  bottles,  containing  warm 
water,  to  the  feet,  and  .put  brandy,  or 
IxMU-  ^ fomC 
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fome  other  ardent  fpirits,  in  the  patient’s 
drink,  in  order  to  keep  the  blood  in  circu- 
lation ; but  that  is  only  when  Ihe  is  ex- 
tremely low.  It  is  a melancholy  circum- 
Ilance,  when  a flooding  is  fo  very  violent, 
that  nothing  but  fpeedy  delivery  can  fave 
the  patient’s  life;  but  feeing  there  are  fuch. 
cafes,  you  fliould  inform  the  friends  of  the 
neceflity  of  the  meafure  you  are  to  take 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  woman  and 
child ; and  before  you  proceed  to  the  de- 
livery, empty  the  reftum  by  a ftimulating 
clyfter,  and  empty  the  bladder  with  the 
catheter,  if  fhe  has  not  lately  made  water ; 
then,  with  your  fingers  lubricated  with 
pomatum,  and  placed  in  form  of  a cone, 
dilate  the  os  externum  and  internum,  pafs 
the  hand  into  the  uterus,  break  the  mem- 
branes, turn  the  foetus,  and  deliver  by  the 
feet,  as  before  direfted,  or  with  the  forceps, 
if  the  head  be  already  advanced  in  the 
pelvis.  I could  not  attend  to  thefe  rules 
in  the  cafe  before  mentioned,  for  I was 
obliged  to  proceed  to  the  delivery  imme- 
diately upon  my  arrival. 
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CONVULSIONS. 


It  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  prefcribe  reme- 
dies for  either  hyfterics  or  convuHions. 
As  women  in  labour  feldom  furvive  the 
latter.^  medical  aid  Ihould  be  called  in,  when 
convullions  attack  the  patient.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  fymptoms ; dimnefs  of  fight, 
hard  breathing  and  wheezing,  convulfive 
ftartings,  great  pain  in  the  ftomach  and  head, 
and  great  fears  tending  to  delirium.  When 
thefe  fymptoms  appear,  it  is  cuilomary  to 
bleed  to  the  quantity  of  ten  or  twelve 
ounces,  lay  a blifter  on  the  back,  and  give 
from  thirty  to  forty  drops  of  laudanum  : 
if  this  does  not  allay  the  fymptoms,  it  is 
ufual  immediately  to  turn  and  deliver  by 
the  feet,  or  with  the  forceps,  if  the  head- 
be  advanced  in  the  pelvis;  but  the  midwife- 
fhould  apprife  the  friends  of  the  great  dan-, 
ger  her.patient  is  in,  and  nothing  but-abfo- 
lute  necelfity  fhould  make  her  attempt  the- 
bufinefs  at  all,  however  great,  her- abilities, 
may  be. 
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.THE  DESCENT  OF  THE  FUNIS. 

Having  fpoken  to  this  part  of  the  fubjefl 
in  the  former  part  of  my  effay,  I have 
only  to  notice  the  propriety  of  reducing  it, 
whenever  it  is  found  to  defcend,  either 
before,  or  along  with,  any  part  of  the 
child ; for  if  it  is  not  returned,  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  from  the  mother  to  the 
child  will  be  prevented,  either  by  cold  or 
compreffion,  and  that  muft  prove  fatal  to 
the  child.  When  it  comes  down  with  the 
head,  that  muft  be  raifed  up  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  cord,  which 
may  be  eafily  felt  through  the  membranes, 
fliould  be  ftiifted  up  as  high  as  poflible,  and 
the  patient  made  to  take  her  pains  in  bed, 
with  her  loins  raifed  higher  than  her  fhoul- 
ders,  till  the  head  is  properly  feated  in^the 
pelvis.  But  if  after  all  it  cannot  be  kept^ 
up,  you  muft  turn  and  deliver  by  the  feet. 


TWINS. 


When  a woman-  is  pregnant  with  twins,, 
her  fize  is  generally  larger  than  with  a fingle 
child,  and  fhe  is  more  fubjeft  to  a cough, 
fwelled  feet  and.  legs,  and  fhortnefs  of 
breath.  After  fhe  has  born  one  child, 
you-  find  her  belly  ftill  very  hard,  and 
you  fhould  then,  before  you  try  to  extraft 
the  placenta,  examine  by  the  touch,  to 
know  if  there  is  another  child;  and  if  there 
is,  that  too  mull  be  brought  before  you 
bring  the  placenta.  Both  the  children  often 
come  within  a fhort  fpace  of  time,  and' 
fometimes  (though  feldom)  two  or  three 
days  have  intervened.  If  there  are  neither 
pains  or  floodings,  fome  time  fhould  be 
given  before  you  try  to  bring  the  fecond 
child,  unlefs  you  find  it  lies  tranfverfe ; in 
which  cafe  you  muft  pafs  the  hand,  turn, 
and  deliver  by  the  feet.  With  twins  we  do 
not  always  find  two  different  placentas, 
they  are  moft  commonly  joined,  and  the 
membranes  *only  feparate  the  children. 
Where  I have  brought  three  children  at  a 
birth,  I found  but  one  continued  placenta, 
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'which  of  neceffity  muft  be  larger,  and  not 
lo  eafily  extrafted  as  that  which  belongs 
to  a fingle  birth,  efpecially  if  it  prefents 
flat  upon  the  mouth  of  the  womb.  Pains 
ftiould  be  waited  for  to  bring  the  placenta, 
.unlefs  there  is  a flooding  ; in  that  cafe,  the 
fooner  it  is  brought  will  be  the  better. 


SECTION 


( 94  ) 


4 


SECTION  X. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Women  after  Delivery. 

TT  is  fuppofed,  that  every  woman  who 
^ has  ftudied  midwifery,  with  a defign  to 
praftife  it,  has  previoufly  attended  labours, 
as  an  aiTiftant  to  drefs  the  child,  and  put 
the  mother  properly  in  bed  ; and  though 
every  nurfe  who  attends  lying-in  women 
ought  to  know  this  part  of  the  bufinefs, 
your  attention  is  neverthelefs  necelfary. 
There  is  no  fixed  rule  for  the  time  when  a 
woman  fhould  be  fhifted,  as  it  greatly  de- 
pends upon  her  ftrength,  and  the  fort  of 
labour  flie  has  had.  If  fhe  floods,  it  may 
be  feveral  hours  before  fhe  can  be  moved 
with  fafety,  otherwife  fhe  may  be  moved 
in  an  hour  and  a half,  or  two  hours,  after 
delivery,  which  time  is  neceffary  for  wafh- 
ing  and  dreffing  the  child.  Some  women 
love  to  be  delivered  in  their  cloaths,  not 
knowing  that  they  fubjeft  themfelves  to  the 
danger  of  fainting,  and  perhaps  flooding, 
by  being  put  in  an  ereft  pofture  fo  foon. 

The 
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The  beft  way  is  to  deliver  women  in  bed, 
in  their  ufual  way  of  going  to  reft,  but 
they  need  proper  things  to  guard  the  bed ; 
which  things  are  always  drawn  away,  when 
they  are  fhifted  with  frefti  linen. 

You  will  find  many  women  who  are  fo 
foiicitous  about  preferving  their  fhapes, 
•they  will  have  you  to  bind  them  round 
very  tight  with  a broad  bandage ; in  this 
you  muft  be  cautious,  for  if  you  bind  them 
too  hard,  it  may  caufe  ah  inflammation  of 
the  uterus.. 

With  refpefl  to  diet,  that  fliould  be  light, 
confifting  of  chicken  bro^h,  beef  tea,  veal 
broth,  panada,  chocolate  made  very  light, 
water  gruel,  &c.  with  all  which  they  may 
eat  toafted  bread,  and  they  fhould  carefully 
avoid  fpirituous  liquors.  When  a woman 
is  free  of  fever,  a little  wine  may  be  put 
into  her  gruel  and  panada.  Animal  food  is 
very  improper  till  the  milk  fever  is  over, 
and  alfo  for  thofe  women  who, have  a keen 
appetite  after  delivery,  (and  there  are  fuch) 
for  if  they  indulge  it  with  Jolid  food,  they 
are  fure  to  fuffer  on  account  of  it;  for  they 
will  either  take  gripes  and  cholic,  or  their 

appetite 


appetite  will  leave  them  the  latter  part  of 
the  time,  when  they  Ihould  eat  hearty. 
Moft  women  wilh  to  get  up,^to  have  their 
bed  made,  much  fooner  than  is  proper  or 
fafe;  they  fhould  never  get  up  before  they 
have  lain  three  nights,  for  it  is  very  polTible 
to  make  their  beds  comfortably,  without 
taking  them  up,  and  though  fome  get  up 
the  fecond  day,  or  night,  it  is  at  a great 
rifc|ue  ; for  the  weight  and  preffure  of  the 
bowels  lie  upon  the  yet  weak  and  irritable 
uterus,  which  may  produce  bad  effefts, 
and  upon  this  principle,  they  fhould  not 
fit  up  in  bed  before  three  days. 

Every  woman  fliould  endeavour  to  fuckle 
her  children,  and  no  ftation  in  life,  how- 
ever exalted,  ought  to  exempt  a mother 
from  this  part  of  maternal  duty,  if  flie  has 
milk,  and  her  conftitution  is  equal  to  it  : 
a child  fhould  be  putto  the  breaft  in  twenty- 
four  hours  after  its  birth,  and  a firfl  child 
much  fooner,  for  as  firft  children  are  much 
more  fatigued  in  coming  into  the  world, 
than  future  ones,  we  find  them  much  lefs 
aftive  in  trying  to  take  the  breaft ; added 
to  this,  the  mothers  are  very  aukward  in 
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applying  the  child,  and  by  this  means,  their 
breafts  are  fo  much  expofed,  that  they  get 
great  colds,  and  often  inflamed  and  broken 
breafts  enfue.  This  might  be  guarded 
againft,  by  endeavouring  to  fuckle  lying 
down  in  the  bed,  and  the  children  fliould 
not  be  fed,  till  they  have  taken  the  breaft  ; 
for  if,  added  to  their  fatigue,  their  ftomachs 
are  cloyed  with  aliment  perfeftly  foreign 
to  them,  no  wonder  we  have  fo  much 
trouble  to  make  them  fuck.  argued 

that  they  fhould  have  phyflc,  I anfwer  that 
the  firft  milk  has  a purging  quality,  and 
that  nature  has  furnifhed  it  with  it,  for  the 
very  purpofe  of  cleanfing  away  the  meco- 
nium ; but  if  a child  muft  fuck  milk  which 
from  its  age  has  loft  that  quality,  a gentle 
purge  is  certainly  neceflary,  and  the  child 
has  this  advantage,  that  fuch  milk  is  more 
free,  and  fucked  with  far  lefs  trouble.  It 
is  a melancholy  circumftance,  that  many 
firft  children  are  fo  long  before  they  can 
get  proper  nourifhment  from  the  breaft, 
and  of  courfe  fo  much  fed  with  improper 
food,  that  numbers  of  them  lofe  their  lives 
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ed,  in  fuch  animals  as  live  by  fu6lion,  a 
ftrong  propenfity  to  fuck,  and  it  is  this 
propenfity  that  makes  a child  cry  fo  vio- 
lently for  the  breaft  ; but  unfortunately  for 
it,  its  piteous  cries  are  mifconftrued,  and 
a prodigious  quantity  of  pap  or  gruel  is 
poured  down  its  throat,  which  lays  a foun- 
dation for  gripes,  cholic,  convulfions,  and 
often  death.  If,  inftead  of  this  trafh,  which 
by  the  way  is  often  converted  to  a fyrup, 
by  large  portions  of  coarfe  fugar  that 
four  upon  the  ftomach,  people  would 
take  pearl  barley,  and  boil  it  till, the  liquor 
became  thick  like  milk,  ftrain  it  off,  and  to 
a boatful  of  that  liquor,  add  a boatful  of 
new  milk,  and  give  it  without  fugar  in 
fmall  quantities,  their  infants  would  be 
more  healthy,  and  fo  many  of  them  would 
not  die  in  the  month.  To  fuck  their  food 
is  far  more  natural  and  fatisfaftory  to 
•young  infants,  than  to  drink  it  out  of  a 
fpoon  -or  boat;  and  it  is  for  this  reafon, 
4hat  Do6lor  Smith  wifely  contrived  a fort 
^f  tea  pot,  with  a long  fpout,  to  fuckle 
children  who  could  not  get  the  breaft, 
knowing  that  they  were  not  only  more 
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pleafing  to  the  poor  infants,  but  that  no 
grofs  particles,  hard  of  digeftion,  could 
pafs  through  the  fmall  perforations  upon 
the  fpout  of  the  pot.  But  how  few  will 
take  the  pains  to  ufe  thefe  pots,  becaufe 
they  will  not  be  troubled  with  making  the 
vellum  nipples  that  mull;  be  put  upon  them? 
I fhall  fay  little  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft, 
as  moll  families  confult  their  apothecaries 
about  the  dieting  of  their  children,  and 
about  their  difeafes,  wherr  they  contrad 
any. 
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SECTION  XL 


Of  the  Dijeafes  of  Lying-in  Women',  and  frfi 


HE  after-pains  are  only  a continuation 


of  the  labour-pains,  or  an  effort  of 
the  uterus  to  contraft  and  throw  off  the 
grumous  blood  from  its  linufes,  and  expel 
the  clots  which  colleft  within  its  cavity 
after  delivery.  They  are  not  very  trouble- 
fome  with  the  firft  birth;  or  if  they  are, 
they  foon  ceafe,  becaufe  the  uterus  con- 
trafts  very  foon,  and  fqueezes  the  grumous 
blood  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  veffels. 
They  are  relieved  by  opiates,  but  they 
ihould  not  be  checked  too  much;  for 
though  troublefome,  they  are  in  a certain 
degree  falutary,  as  they  bring  down  the 
lochia,  without  which  a woman  cannot 
recover  well.  The  lochia  is  the  difcharge 
from  the  uterus,  which  continues  to  flow 
for  three  weeks  after  child-birth,  and  fome- 
times  longer. 


of  the  After-pains. 
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It  generally  flows  copioufly  till  the  fecre- 
tion  of  the  milk  comes  on,  when  it  fubfides 
a little,  till  that  is  at  the  height,  and  then 
returns  again.  When  the  lochia  is  fup- 
prefled  too  much  by  opiates,  cold,  or  any 
other  caufe,  it  may  bring  on  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  womb ; for  this  reafon,  it  is 
much  fafer  for  a woman  to  bear  with  them, 
and  take  only  fuch  things  as  may  mitigate 
them,  fuch  as  a table  fpoonful  of  the  fyrup 
of  poppies,  in  half  a gill  of  pennyroyal 
water,  every  fix  or  eight  hours,  or  ten  drops 
of  laudanum  in  the  fame  liquid,  and  at  the 
fame  hours.  Though  the  lochia  be  a necef- 
fary  difcharge,  it  is  hurtful  when  it  flows 
in  too  great  abundance,  which  is  commonly 
the  cafe  in  very  lax  habi-ts,  and  mull  be 
checked  by  bark  and  other  ftrengthening 
medicines  after  the  firft  fortnight.  Although 
the  after-pains  are  not  fo  great  in  the  firfl; 
lying-in,  milk  fever  is  much  greater  than 

in  any  afterwards ; and  great  care  fliould 
be  taken  to  keep  the  patient  undifturbed, 
and  in  a gentle  perfpiration.  Her  diet  fhould 
be  of  a cooling  nature,  more  of  liquids 
than  folids;  fhe  fliould  take  afaline  draught 
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every  fix  hours,  and  an  opening  draught 
the  third  day  at  the  fartheft : her  breafts 
fliould  be  drawn  as  often  as  file  can  bear, 
without  being  over  fatigued,  and  nothing 
llrong  fhould  be  given  while  the  fever 
continues. 

When  an  injlammaiion  of  the  toomh,  or  the 
peritoneum,  occurs,  it  is  known  from  the 
after-pains,  by  a fixed  pain,  whereas  the 
after-pains  go  and  come  every  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes;  there  is  alfo  great  tenfion  of  the 
abdomen,  and  a great  fenfe  of  pain  when 
you  prefs  upon  it  with  your  hand.  Bleed- 
ing, bliftering,  fomentation  and  injeftion, 
are  of  the  greateft  ufe  in  this  complaint; 
the  blifters  are  to  be  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men, thighs,  or  legs,  and  all  thefe  things 
muft  be  under  the  direflion  of  a flcilful 
phyfician,  for  they  are  far  too  ferious  to  be 
trifled  with. 

The  miliary fometimes  attacks  child- 
bed women.  It  is  attended  with  great 
weaknefs,  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  the  mouth 
and  tongue  appear  pale,  and  the  fmall  erup- 
tions upon  the  flcin  give  it  the  name  of 
miliary,  becaufe  they  appear  like  fand  or 
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millet  feed  on  the  Ikin  which  compofcs  the 
miliary  glands. 

The  puerperal  Jever^  which  is  of  a much 
more  fatal  nature,  flops  the  lochia  and  the 
fecretion  of  the  milk.  It  is  attended  with 
fliivering  and  hot  fits  alternately,  a quick 
pulfe,  and  a tendency  to  delirium,  or 
what  is  more  mildly  called  lightheadednefs; 
the  patient  docs  not  feem  to  care  much 
about  her  child,  and  feldom,  if  at  all, 
enquires  about  it.  If  the  abdomen  is  very 
fore  to  the  touch,  flic  is  in  danger,  which 
increafes,  if  it  continue  to  fwell  till  it  be- 
comes infenfible. 

I have  given  you  this  fliort  defeription 
of  child-bed  difeafes,  not  with  a view  that 
you  fliould  preferibe  for  them,  but  that 
you  may  be  able  to  difeover  them  upon 
their  firfl  appearance,  and  guard  as  much 
as  poflible  againfl  their  dangerous  confe- 
quences,  by  calling  for  the  aid  of  a proper 
phyfician  before  the  difeafe  has  gained  too 
much  ground,  as  it  might  then  baffle  the 
{kill  of  the  mofl  able  phyfician  in  the  world. 
Moreover,  as  I fliould  confider  female  pre- 
feriptions  an  infringment  on  the  proper  bu- 
E 3 finefs 
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fmefs  of  medical  men,  I cheerfully  leave 
it  to  them  ; wifiring  them  fuch  fuccefs  in 
their  own  province,  that  they  may  be  fa- 
tisfied  therewith,  and  not  degrade  their 
viafculine  powers,  by  throwing  them  away 
upon  effeminate  employments. 

What  I have  farther  to  add,  is  a little 
friendly  advice  with  ' regard  to  moral  conduH, 
Whatever  your  advantages  in  early  life  may 
have  been,  however  refpeftable  your  pa- 
rentage and  education,  feeing  that  now  you 
are  abling  in  a ftation  into  which  affluence 
never  could  have  thrown  you,  you  mufl: 
not  be  furprifed,  if  you  do  not  meet  with 
that  attention  which  better  days  had  taught 
you  to  expebt.  A modeft  referve  and  hu- 
mility becomes  you  better  than  a forward 
or  haughty  behaviour;  but  this  humility 
needs  not  make  you  defcend  to  any  thing 
mean  or  low.  Make  yourfelf  as  ufeful  as 
you  can  confiftent  with  your  health,  yet  be 
not  troublefome  with  unneceflary  vifits. 
Be  always  ready  to  the  calls  of  diftrefs,  and 
do  not  ftand  out  becaufe  you  do  not  know 
how  you  are  to  be  paid.  Never  diftrefs 
the  diftrefled,  nor  turn  your  back  upon  a 

patient 


( 105  ) 

patient  becaufe  fhe  is  become  poor,  and 
raife  not  your  demands  becaufe  you  are 
come  into  great  praftice.  If  crrcumftances 
admit,  people  will  be  ready  to  put  a proper 
value  upon  your  time ; and  where  you 
think  they  do  not,  you  Ihould  be  delicate 
in  telling  them  of  it,  for  fome  may  think 
they  have  given  as  much  as  you  fhould 
expeO;,  though  you  are  of  a very  different 
opinion.  Avarice  is  a very  bad  qualifica- 
tion, or  rather  a bad  vice,  in  thofe  who 
have  the  health  and  life  of  their  fellow 
creatures  under  their  care.  Thofe  who 
have  found  it  their  intereft  to  bring  mid- 
wives into  difrepute,  have  charged  them 
with  intemperance,  and  even  obfcenity. 
How  the  being  a midwife  fhould  make  wo- 
men poffefs  fuch  vices,  is  to  me  a myftery. 
I know  no  way  of  life  in  which  a woman 
can  be  engaged,  that  is  more  calculated  to 
fix  fentiments  of  piety  and  morality  upon 
the  mind,  nor  have  I ever  been  acquainted 
with  any  midwife  who  did  not  poffefs  them ; 
and  indeed  thofe  who  are  always  in  the  way 
of  feeing  the  wonder-working  hand  of  God^ 
in  his  great  care  exercifed  over  women  in 

bringing 


( io6  ) 

bringing  forth  their  children,  cannot  he 
what  the  enemies  of  truth  have  reprefented 
them : and  if  I knew  any  woman  who  had 
a natural  propenfity  to  fuch  vices,  it  would 
be  the  laft  a£tion  of  my  life  to  teach  her 
midwifery. 

But  left  there  fhould  be  (which  I can 
hardly  fuppofe)  any  midwife  who  needs  the 
following  hints,  I beg  ftie  will  particularly 
attend  to  them.  Midwives  ftiould  be  very 
careful  of  their  deportment,  fuffering  no- 
thing vulgar  or  obfcene  (as  has  been,  I 
hope,  falfely  alledged  by  their  enemies)  to 
proceed  from  their  lips.  Levity  in  any 
female  is  unpardonable,  and  in  a midwife, 
fhocking;  even  mirth  and  loud  talking, 
which  may  be  very  inoffenfive  on  other 
occafions,  are  very  improper  at  labours. 
They  fhould  always  fhew  kindnefs  and 
fympathy  toward  the  patient,  even  when 
fhe  is  peevifli  under  her  pains,  or  hap- 
pens to  fend  for  them  unneceflarily,  mis- 
taking nervous  pains  for  labour.  They 
ftiould  alfo  behave  civilly,  not  only  to  the 
afliftants,  but  even  to  the  nurfe  and  the 
fervants  in  the  family,  avoiding  morofenefs 
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and  ill-temper;  at  the  fame  time  they  mull 
by  no  means  be  fo  pliable  as  to  negleft 
what  they  know  to  be  their  duty,  whatever 
perfuafion  may  be  ufed.  There  is  a great 
difference  between  this  firmnefs,  and  obfti- 
nacy.  They  ought  not  to  be  forward  in 
predifling  the  time  of  delivery,  efpecially 
in  the  patient’s  hearing,  as  it  might  difeou- 
rage  her,  if  ihe  continued  much  longer  in 
labour.  It  is  belt  not  to  tell  any  of  the 
attendants  their  opinion  on  this  matter, 
though  they  may  may  teaze  them  to  do  it. 
But  it  is  always  right  to  fay  the  cafe  is  going 
on  well,  when  it  really  is  fo.  They  ought, 
moreover,  to  obferve  the  ftrifcleft  modefty 
and  decency,  taking  care  not  to  expofe 
unneceffarily  the  patient’s  perfon  or  linen. 
Laftly,  they  fliould  not  call  too  often  on 
their  patient,  either  before  or  after  delivery, 
except  when  a vifit  is  neeeffary ; and  they 
fhould  not  by  any  means  be  forward  to  ac- 
eept  cordials,  though  often  invited  to  do  fo. 
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Introdu6lory  Preface. 


F is  generally  believed,  that  mid" 
wifery  was  totally  in  the  hands  of 
women  from  the  creation  to  the  deluge, 
as  the  firft  facred  hiftorian  has  recorded 
feveral  cafes,  managed  by  midwives,  as 
foon  as  the  earth  was  re-peopled ; 
particularly  the  birth  of  the  twins, 
Efau  and  Jacob,  and  Pliarez  and  Zarah, 
Nor  does  it  appear,  that  men  prac- 
tifed  the  art  in  the  Eaji  during  two 
thoufand  years  after  the  flood,  as  there 
is  no  fuch  account  in  either  the  Old 
or  New  Tejtament,  And  why  is  the 
praftice  of  women,  and  not  of  men, 
recorded?  It  is  certainly  intended  as 
A 3 an 
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an  example,  which  ought  to  be  followed 
by  all  Chriftian  nations.  This  may 
feem  to  be  an  enthufiaftic  idea ; thofe 
who  think  fo,  are  at  liberty  to  rejeft  it; 
I fhall  offer  other  arguments  againfl 
male-midwifery,  which  may  appear 
more  potent  to  them. 

It  is  very  ftrange,  however,  that 
male-pra6lice  is  encouraged  among 
Chriflians  only,  while  nations  whofe 
foie  guide  herein  is  the  light  of  reafon, 
have  never  tolerated  it ; for  the  Athe- 
nian do6lors  could  not  fucceed,  as  fe- 
veral  women  died  in  labour,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  pafs  under  their  hands ; and  it 
does  not  appear  that  men  ever  pra6lifed 
the  art  (in  natural  cafes)  till  the  latter 
end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  when  the 
furgeons,  at  Paris,  contrived  to  get  fre- 
quent accefs  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  where 
they  obtained  a better  knowledge  of  the 
art,  than  their  predeceffors  had.  But 
in  Germany  the  men  attempted  in  vain 
to  praftife  midwifery,  for  the  women 

were 
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were  then  too  fhy  of  them,  to  fall  in 
with  their  fcheme. 

‘ Daventer’  (fays  Dr.  Smellie)  ‘ prac- 
‘ tifed  at  Dort,  in  Holland  ; and  in 

* 1701  publifhed  a book  on  midwifery. 
‘ He  was  feldom  called  except  in  dif- 

* ficult  cafes.’  So  we  fee,  the  Dutch  wo- 
men would  not  fubmit  to  men  in  na- 
tural labours. 

P’rom  the  levity  and  verfatility  of 
French  women,  we  need  not  wonder 
that  they  were  the  firh;  to  admit  male- 
pra6lice : as  to  French  hu  (bands, 

Sterne,  and  others  who  have  delineated 
their  charafter,  fhew  us,  that  they  are 
too  polite  to  take  notice  of  their  wives’ 
intercourfe  with  other  men,  provided 


it  be  not  of  a criminal  nature.  By 
degrees  man-midwifery  reached  this 
country,  where  it  now  appears  in  its  , 
zenith.^/ ^ ^ 

At  firft  men  wereconfined  to  their  pro-y/c^^ 
per  fphere ; like  Daventer,  in  Holland, 
they  were  feldom  called  in  but  on  dif- 
A 4 ficult 
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ficult  occalions ; and  juftice  requires 
us  to  acknowledge,  that  they  often 
happily  terminated  labours  which  wo- 
men could  not  manage,  efpecially 
after  the  forceps  were  made  public,  in 
the  year  1733. 

This  extraordinary  male  aid  caufed 
the  lefs  modefl  females  to  engage  men 
to  deliver  them  in  common  labours, 
notwithftanding  their  friends’  remon- 
flrances ; but  men  being  awkward 
herein,  they  went  to  Paris  to  ftudy 
* this  bufinefs,  under  men  who^  taught 
it  there  about  half  a century  ago. 

Great  mifchief,  however,  has  been 
done  fince  man-midwifery  become  ge- 
neral, owing  to  the  ignorance  and  im- 
patience of  thofe  profelfors  who  erro- 
neoufly  imagined,  their  inftruments  mujt 
be  ufed  on  all  occafions,  whether  the 
labours  were  natural  or  difficult,  which 
I ffiall  hereafter  prove. 

About  a century  ago,  an  inflrument 
was  invented  in  Holland,  for  the  pur- 


( « •) 


pofe  of  forcing  the  birth  in  natural  (but 
tedious)  labours,  and  favingthe  doftor’s 
time  ; but  unfortunately  it  has  done 
great  mifchief,  even  in  JkilJul  hands.,, 
fometimes  wounding  the  mother,  other 
times  the  child,  or  perhaps  both. 

Notwithftanding,  as  it  was  ufed  with' 

great  fecrecy,  the  caiife  of  the  mifchief 
was  kept  fecret  alfcK. 

This  inftrument  reached  England,,^ 
where  a wide  field  was  opened  for  its 
elandejiine  ufe,  owing  to  the  artifices  of 
male-midwives,  who  contrived  (by  the 
alfifiance  of  nurfes,  whom  they  did 
not  fail  to  reward ) to  make  hufijands. 
believe,  that  it  was  more  indecent  for 
them  to  be  prefent  at  the  delivery  of  their 
wives,  than  io^jlrange  men  to  affifi:  there- 
at ; fo  that  by  keeping  men  in  igno-> 
ranee  of  what  they  did,  and  by  telling 
women,  that  the  mifchief  done  was 


owing  to  the  original  diificulty  of  the 
cafe,  when  there  was  no  difficulty,,  but 
that  which  nature  would  have  over- 
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come,  had  they  patiently  waited  her 
time  ; I fay,  by  this  fcheme,  they  have 
brought  that  deftruftive  inhrument, 
UJ  the  vedis  or  levei\  into  almoft  general 
ufe. 

Several  authors  have  lately  written 
in  favour  of  it,  among  whom  is  Dr. 
Denman ; and  Dr.  Lowder  having 
. altered  the  form  of  it  a little,  recom- 
mended it  to  Dr.  Hamilton,  junior,  of 
Edinburgh  ; two  other  eminent  ac- 
coucheurs, in  this  metropolis,  are  alfo 
ufing  and  recommending  it  under  their 
peculiar  form,  and  the  makers  thereof 
fay,  they  fell  a great  many  levers. 

Dr.  Olborn  having  frequently  wit-# 
neffed  the  dreadful  effefls  of  ufing  the 
veflis,  by  being  called  to  attend  wo- 
men who  had  been  torn  by  it,  very 
humanely  publifhed  feveral  efiays,  about 
fix  months  fince,  with  a defignto  check 
this  fecret  mifchief,  to  which  men  are  fo 
irrefillibly  tempted,  on  account  of  fav- 
ing  their  own  time,,  and  the  certainty 


( xi-  ) 

of  hufbands  being  unable  to  difcovcF 
the  real  caufe  thereof,  fo  that  their 
ozon  charafler  cannot  buffer  by  it. 

It  iseafy  to  imagine,  that  Dr.  Ofborn's 
arguments,  ftrengthened  by  fafts  to 
prove  the  mifchief  real,  ought  to  have  a 
fufficient  influence  on  the  minds  of  his- 
obfletric  brethren;  and  when  I read  his 
book,.  I expeSted  they  would  have  this 
effefl ; but  to  my  utter  affonifhmen^  his 
work  has  been  anfwered  by  Dr.  HamiU 
ton,  of  Edinburgh,  who  fays,  his  fun  is 
about  to  make  the  advantages,  oy’  Di\ 
Lowders  lever  publicly  knoxvn.. 

I know  of  no  advantage  which  this 
lever  pofleffes  over  others,  except  the 
folding  joint,  which  renders  it  more 
commodious  for  the  pocket,  and  (of 
courfe)  more  fecret  in  its  application  ; 
for  Dr.  Hamilton  has  only  pubhfhed 
ONE  fuccefsful  cafe  wherein  his  fon 
ufed  it,  and  confefl'ed  that  he  bruifedtlie 
child’s  head  .with  it,  though  it  was  after- 
A 6 wards. 


C xii  ) 

wards  flill-born  by  the  natural  pains 
alone. 

My  principal  aim  in  this  work  is  to 
add  my  efforts  to  thofe  of  Dr.  Olhorn^ 
to  put  a hop  to  the  fecret  ufe  of  this 
convenient  inftrument ; and'  fince  Dr. 
Ofborn’s  addrefs  to  mate  operators  alone 
has  no.  effeft  for  that  purpofe,  I fhall 
purfue  a different  plan.  Dr.  Smellie 
blames  his  predeceffors  for  fuppreffing 
their  unfuccefsful  cafes,  and  profeffedly 
publifhed  his  two  volumes  of  cafes, 
as  beacons  to  warn  other  praftitioners 
againft  the  fame  dangers.  I alfo  fhall 
hold  up  various  cafes  as  beacons,  not 
to  warn  thofe  who  have  fimnned  Dr. 
Smellie’s  and  Dr.  Ofborns  beacons, 
but  to  warn  married  couples  and  fingle 
adults,  how  to  avoid  the  fame  danger- 
ous and  fatal  treatment ; I fl'iall  fliew 
how  hufbands  may  infallibly  pre- 
vent the  tearing  of  their  wives,  and  the 
cutting  of  their  children,  by  this  inflru- 
ment.. 


More^ 


( xiii  ) 

Moreover,  as  it  is  now  become  quite 
proper  ( through  the  fandion  of  cufiom) 
for  women  to  be  unneceffanly  handled 
by  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  inflead  of 
their  own  fex,  I fhall  enquire,  how  far 
it  is  conhftent  with  female  modelly,  and 
with  the  good  fenfe  of  hufbands^;  at 
the  fame  time,  I wiflr  to  make  every 
proper  allowance  to  thofe  who,  owing 
to  their  ignorance  of  parturition,  have 
been  perfuaded  that  men  are  lafer  than 
Ikilful  women. 

I (hall  alfo  take  notice,  o-f  the  mifchief 
done  by  ignorant  and  cruel  male  opera- 
tors, and  likewife  of  the  new-fangled 
oblletric  butchery  lately  invented  at 
'Paris,  and  the  refult  thereof,  I fliall 
alfo  give  the  outlines  of  a plan,  for  the 
proper  education  of  a fuhicient  number 
of  decent  women,  to  fuperfede  male- 
practice  in  natural  labours,  and  thus 
entirely  prevent  the  needlefs  ufe  of 
deftruClive  mftruments,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  low,  illiterate,  and  haif-inli  reCled 

females. 
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females,  whofe  obfletric  ignorance  rs~ 
inexcufable,  and  whofe  vulgar  and 
difguftful  deportment  caufes genteel  wo- 
men (very  juftly)  to  re}e6l  their  fervices. 
As  I do  not  wifh  to  injure  any  indi- 
vidual in  his  pra61ice,  I fhall  carefully 
avoid  perfonality,  m reciting  cafes 
which  hav^S^n- publifhed;  I believe 
thofe  who  know  me,  will  not  doubt  the 
truth  of  them  upon  my  authority  only, 
I intend  to  make  the  table  of 
CONTENTS  rather  prolix,,  in  order  that 
the  book  may  be  rendered  more  ufeful 
to  families;  and!  defign  to  print  it  the 
fize  of  a pocket  volume,  that  it  may  be 
a portable  companion  for  the  rich,  and 
not  too  expenhve  for  the  poor,,  who- 
may  need  its  direftions. 

Many  women  may  be  ready  to  fay,. 
I have  a good  opinion  of  my  midwife- 
do(d:or,  both  as  to  modefly  and  hu- 
manity, therefore  I need  not  exercife 
the  cautions  recommended  in  this  book. 
But  let  it  be  remembered,  people  do 

not 
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not  a6l  thus  in  the  common  affairs  of 
hfe.  We  do  not  neglefl  to  infure  our 
houfes,  furniture,  &c.  though  we  may 
have  lived  fifty  years  in  the  world, 
without  being  alarrried  by  fire.  Having 
feen  or  heard  of  one  at  a diflance, 
we  are  prompted  to  the  exercife  of 
caution,  not  knowing  how  foon  wir 
may  be  vifited  with  fuch  a difafter. 
Let  the  fame  conduff  be  purfued  by  all 
who  employ  7?zm-midwives,  and  we 
fhall  not  hear  of  fomuch  mifchief  being 
done  by  their  needlefs  inftruments  ;.nor 
of  their  behaving  fo  indecently  as  many 
of  them  have  done. 

Thofe  pufiilanimous  hufbands  who 
feel  themfelves  overborne  by  cuflomg^ 
' and  cannot  mufler  up  refolution  enough 
to  prote6t  their  wives’  perfons  from 
injury  and  infult,  may  be  compared  to  a 
captain  who  quits  the  fliip  (whereof  he  is 
the  foie  owner)  out  ofcomplimentto  his 
pilot.  Moreover,  if  wives  be  better 
fatisjied  with  the  liberties  which  men- 
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midwives  take  with  them  behind  their 
hufbands’  backs,  than  if  it  were  done 
before  their  faces,  it  is  no  buhnefs  of 
mine,  provided  their  hufbands  be  per- 
' 'Jeclly  fatisfied  therewith  ; but  as  I have 
many  doubts  hereof,  I fhall,  now  and> 
then,  touch  on  the  impropriety  of  per- 
mitting thefe  fly  touches, 

I am  aware  that  many  male-mid- 
wives will  rail  at  this  book,  though 
every  mal-pra6lice  which  it  cenfures,. 
is  recorded  in  the  writings  of  their  bre- 
thren ; but  unfortunately,  they  have 
not  been  perufed  by  many  private  fa- 
milies. The  public  may  be  aflured,. 
that  thefe  railers  at  the  truth  are  the 
very  men,  whofe  features  are  exhibited; 
in  this  mirror;  and  that  they  quarrel 
with  it,  becaufe  it  is  too  faithful  to 
flatter  them. 

Let  thole  gentlemen  v/ho  have  rea- 

O 

Jon  to  be  difpleafed  with  this  book,, 
anfwer  it  publicly  ; i(  they  only  calum- 
niate it  privately,  they  will  llrengthen 

my 
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my  arguments,  by  fhewing,  that  theirs 
are  too  feeble  to  withhand  public  in- 
veftigation. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  alfert,  that  there 
are  no  modell  and  humane  accou- 
cheurs ; but  I am  fure,  fuch  will  own, 
that  hufbands  ought  to  infpeft  the  fer- 
vices  of  ALL,  for  they  know  there  are 
too  many  who  need  it ; if  all  be  alike 
guarded  againft,  none  can  deem  it  an 
offence. 

I have  often  been  furprifed,  that  the 
wives  of  accoucheurs  are  contented  to 
let  their  hufbands  attend  fo  many  wo- 
men, when  there  is  no  difficulty  in  their 
labours  to  require  male  fervice  ; more 
efpecially  as  they  fo  repeatedly  deliver 
fome  who  have  good  labours,  that  their 
perfons  mud  become  very  familiar  to 
them. 

However,  I ffiall  not  fay  more  on  this 
particular,but  leave  it  to  the  decifion  of 
thofe  whom  it  concerns  more  nearly 
than  myfelf. 
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I hope  the  followino-  letters  will  tend 
to  promote  modehy  amang  the  fair  fex 
in  general,  and  the  fafety  and  comfort  of 
mothers  and  children,  as  well  as  peace 
in  families,  by  fuperfeding  the  unnecef- 
fary  praftice  of  males  in  common  mid- 
wifery, and  by  IHrring  up  hufbands  to 
watch  their  operations,  when  there  is  a 
necelTity  for  their  fervices,  either  on 
account  of  difficulty  in  the  cafe,  or  of 
the  impoffibiiity  of  obtaining  a fkilftrl 
midwife. 

Much  will  doubtlefs  be  faid,  on 
the  impropriety  of  making  families  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  parturition. 
Yes,  and  mercenary  apothecaries  have 
depreciated  Dr.  Buchan’s  Domellia 
Medicine  ; but  their  malignity  does  not 
lelfen  the  merits  of  that  invaluable 
work,  any  more  than  his  duty  to  pro- 
mote the  fale  of  it. 

He  has  amply  proved,  that  every 
human  being  fliould  know  enough  of 
medicine,  to  be  rendered  ufeful  to  him- 

feir 
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felf  and  others  on  particular  occafions, 
and  that  fuch  knowledge  does  neither 
qualify  all  men  for  phyhcians,  or  fuper- 
fede  the  prafHce  of  thofe  who  profefs. 
the  art  of  phyfic,  any  more  than  the 
ftudy  of  religion  by  families  interferes 
with  the  duties  of  the  clergy. 

If  this  argument  hold  good  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  medicine  in  general,  how  much 
more  as  to  midwifery  ? Cannot  every 
mother  underhand  enough  of  it  to  con- 
du6f  herfelf  during  pregnancy  and 
lying-in,  or  to  be  ufeful  to  others  in 
cafes  of  emergency,  without  becoming 
a profeffed  midwife  ? Cannot  hufbands 
know  how  to  judge  when  their  wives 
are  treated  decently  and  tenderly,  with- 
out turning  praflitioners  ? Families 
have  been  kept  in  fuch  extreme  igno- 
rance refpefting  parturition,  that  as 
foon  as  a woman  falls  in  labour,  the 
whole  houfe  is  in  confufion,  fuppofing 
the  delivery  depends  on  the  prefence  of 
the  operator ; one  runs  this  way,  ano- 
ther 
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ther  that,  and  at  this  time  (above  every 
other)  when  all  fhould  polTefs  their 
fober  renfcs,  and  know  what  ought  ta 
be  done,  they  are  all  dill  ra^led,  and  are 
incapable  of  doing  any  thing  but  mif- 
chief. 

And  is  it  more  incumbent  on  us  to 
teach  our  daughters  to  underhand  the 
fullbme  flattery  of  a Frenchman  ; to 
fhine  in  a ball-room  fo  as  to  attrabl  the 
attention  of  a feducer ; or  to  ,play  an 
Italian  air  on  the  harpfichcrd?  I fay, 
is  it  more  incumbent  on  us  to  teach 
them  thefe  things,  than  how  to  pre- 
ferve  their  own  life  and  health,  or  to 
adminifter  aid  and  comfort  to  a female 
friend  in  labour,  when  profeflional 
help  cannot  be  obtained  in  due  time  ? 
On  the  contrary,  I hope  this  feeble  ef- 
fort of  mine,  will  fet  an  abler  pen  to 
work  ; and  that  an  extensive  treatife 
on  domeftic  midwifery,  adapted  to  fa-^ 
mily  ufe,  by  being  free  from  technical 
ambiguity,  will  ere  long  be  publifhed, 

as. 
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an  appendix  to  the  domeftic  medi- 
cine. 

French,  dancing,  and  mufic  are  (by 
many)-  deemed  proper  embelliihments 
for  all  who  can  afford  to  learn  them ; 
but  the  importance  of  thefe  vanilhes, 
when  compared  with  faving  the  life, 
or  promoting  the  comfort,  of  one  hu- 
man beingj. 

He  muff  be  a mifanthropift  indeed, 
who  would  not  wifh  all  to  ffudy  the 
-means  for  recovering  drowned  perfons ; 
how  much  more  he  who  would  oppofe 
the  diffufing  of  obftetric  knowledge 
among  families  ? as  occalions  for  the 
■exercife  of  this  knowledge  occur  very 
frequently,  while  the  means  for  recover- 
ing drowned  perfons  are  (comparative- 
ly) feldom  called  into  ufe. 

Notwithftanding  our  literary  advan- 
tages are  far  fuperior  to  thole  of  former 
ages,  mothers  are  yet  very  ignorant  of 
the  nature  of  child-bearing,  which  con- 
cerns them  more  nearly  than  any  other 

know- 
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this  ignorance  is  partly 
owing  to  their  inability  to  comprehend 
the  technical  and  anatomical  terms, 
contained  in  the  treatifes  of  midwifery 
which  have  been  publilhed.  The  fol- 
lowing llieets  I hope,  will  (in  a meafure) 
remove  that  difficulty. 

Another  reafon  of  their  ignorance 
of  themfelves  is,  a miftaken  idea,  that 
the  theory  of  midwifery  requires  a great 
deal  of  fludy,  when  plainly  taught ; 
whereas  the  principal  bufinefs  of  a mid- 
wife in  natural  labours  (which  happen 
gg  times  in  loo)  is  only  to  prefs  the 
palm  of  her  left  hand  againft  the  peri- 
naeum  * during  the  birth ; Which  will 
be  proved  in  the  firft  part  of  this  work. 

Though  this  is  really  true,  I do  not 
affert  it  as  an  apology  for  the  ignorance 
of  fome  midwives  ; on  the  contrary,  I 

(hall 


* The  external  (kin  betwixt  the  two  thighs,  and  which 
feparates  the  vagina  (or  internal  part  of  the  female  privi- 
ties) born  the  aaus  or  fundament;  making  a kind  of 
bridt^e  or  illhmus,  between  the  two  orificesj^  y 
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thall  hereafter  fiiew,  that  they  ought  not 
to  pra61ife  till  they  can  manage  preter- 
natural cafes,  as  nature  does  not  always 
p.urfue  her  ufual  procefs. 

I wifh  thefe  few  hints  may  have  their 
due  elfeft,  on  thofe  women  who  have 
courage  and  good  fenfe  enough  to 
think  for  themfelves,  and  will  not  be 
haves  to  popular  abfurdity,  and  inte- 
refled  fophillry  ; I lhall  conclude  this 
introdu61ion  nearly  in  the  words  of 
Dr.  Buchan 

‘ As  matters  hand  at  prefent,  it  is 
‘ eafipr  to  cheat  a woman  out  of  her  life 
‘ than  of  a (hilling,  and  almoftimpoffible 
‘ either  to  detedl  or  puniOi  the  offender. 
‘ Notwithllanding  this,  people  (fill  (hut 
‘ their  eyes,  and  take  every  thing  upon 
truft  that  is  done  by  any  pretender 
‘ to  midwifery,  without  daring  to  afl^  him 
‘ a reafon  for  any  part  of  his  conducl. 
‘ Implicit  faith,  every  where  elfe  the 

‘ objedl 


* IiUrodufVion  to  Dom.  Med.  Ed.  9,  page  7.  The 
words  in  italics  are  altered. 
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' obje6l  of  ridicule,  is  ftill  facred  here. 

Many  of  the  faculty  are,  no  doubt, 
® worthy  of  all  the  confidence  that  can 
® be  repofed  in  them ; but  as  this  can 
‘ never  be  the'  charadler  of  every  in- 
dividual  in  any  profelfion,  it  would 

* certainly  be  for  the  fafety,  as  well  as 
‘ the  honour  of  toomen,  to  have  fome 
‘ check  upon  the  condufl  of  thofe  to 
‘ whom  they  intruft  fo  valuable  a trea- 

* fare.’ 
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MAN-MIDWIFERY,  &c. 


Letters  to  Alex.  Ha.milton,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
Edinburgh.  ■ 

LETTER  I. 

SIR, 

TO  make  ufe  of  your  own  words,  ‘ I 
‘ fliould  have  felt  the  utmoft  reluftance 
* to  have  troubled  yourfelf  orthe  world  with 
* this  correfpondence,  had  perfonal  contro- 
« verfy  been  the  objefl  in  view. 

‘ But  as  the  fubje£ls  on  which  our  fenti- 
‘ ments  differ,  are  of  the  utmoft  importance 
‘ to  the  interefts  of  humanity,  I confider  it 
‘ incumbent  on  me,  from  the  duty  I owe  to 
‘ the  public,  to  explain  fully  my  ideas  on 
* thefe  fubjefts ; and  I fliould  have  held  my- 
* felf  culpable  in  the  higheft  degree,  if  I had 
* not,  by  this  attempt,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
« vent  the  general  adoption  of  all  your 
‘ principles.’ 

* In 


B 


( H ) 

^ * In  the  courfe  of  this  correfpondence,  I 
‘ fhall/  . 

ifl.  Briefly  defcribe  the  pelvis,  and  its 
contents. 

2dly.  I M'ill  explain  four  kinds  of  labours. 

3dly.  Enquire  whether  your,  and  your 
brethren's  mode  of  inftrufling  male-pupils, 
be  eonfiftent  with  deeency. 

4thly.  Shew  whateffefls  are  produced  by 
fuch  an  education. 

5thly.  Enquire  whether  the  praflice  of 
male-midwives=  (when  inftruments  are  not 
abfolutely  neceffary)  be  eonfiftent  with 
fafety. 

6thly,  and  laftly,  I fliall  enquire  why  there 
are  fo  few  good  midwives;  offer  a plan  for 
their  better  inftfuftion ; and  prove  that  man- 
midwifery  is  aperfonal,  a domeftic,  and  a nati- 
onal evil.  * In  illuftration  of  my  arguments, 

® I fhall  have  occafion  to  produce  many 
* STRIKING  cafes;’  and  I fhall  infert  a few  ’ 
fuitable  inferences  and  comments  en paffant^ 
to  fhew  married  couples  how  much  they  are 
impofedon,  and  how  to  prevent  it  in  future. 

The  firft  two  heads  I am  forry  to  trouble 
you  with,  being  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  thofe 

ONLY 
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oi^JLY  who  have  not  ftudied  midwifery  j as 
you  will  perceive,  by  my  care  to  explain,  or 
to  avoid  anatomical  and  technical  terms; 
fo  that  every  attentive  reader,  as  well  as 
accoucheurs,  may  be  able  to  judge  whether 
tny  fentiments  be  confonant  with  reafon  and 
common  fenfe. 

Indeed,  I have  often  thought,  that  adults 
of  both  fexes  ought  to  know  a little  of  mid- 
wifery before  they  marry,  and  I would  inuch 
rather  put  a decent  fyftem  of  it  into  the 
l)ands  of  my  children,  than  a novel,  a ro- 
mance, or  a play ; whicK  frequently  treat 
of  amours,  inno'cent  fedubtions,  &c.  and  thus 
injebl  the  moll  malignant  poifon  into'  the 
minds  of  youth  : whereas  books  which  treat 
of  the  PRACTICE  of  midwifery  only,  are  as 
proper  to  be  read  by  adults,  as  many  parts 
of  the  Mofaic  law  are,  and  will  teach  men 
how  to  judge,  if  their  wives  be  treated  with 
decent:y  and  propriety  by  their  operators ; 
they  will  teach  women  to  be  more  ufeful  to 
each  other;  and  how  to  condubl  them- 
selves, fo  as  to  promote  their  own  fafety 
and  comfort  during  geftation,  labour,  and 
lying-in;  they  would  alfo  learn  that  fpinal 
B a de- 
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<3eformity  js  the  caufe  of  difficult  and  fatal 
labours,  which  might  induce  thofe  who  have 
diftorted  pelves  (the  fpine  projefting  to- 
ward the  ffiare  bone,  owing  to  rickets  in 
childhood,  or  molities  oiTium  in  a riper 
age},  to  keep  fmgle,  which  might  nearly 
put  an  end  to  the  Caefarean  operation.  1 
believe  alfo,  that  a flight  knowledge  of 
midwifery,  would  take  away  that  fear  of 
death  which  women  generally  have,  when 
their  labour  commences,  and  which  often 
damps  their  courage  and  retards  their  pains. 
And,  what  is  of  the  greateft  importance,  it 
would  teach  them  that  nature  compleats  the , 
delivery,  99  times  in  100,  and  (of  courfe) 
that  a W(2n-midwife  is  not  wanted  more  than 
once  in  100  labours. 

In  ffiort,  it  as  much  our  duty  to  obtain 
this  knowledge,  as  it  is  to  ftudy  the  means 
for  recovering  drowned  perfons. 

In  treating  of  labours,  1 ffiall  not  fpeak  of 
them  fcientifically,  as  Natural,  Preternatural, 
Difficult,  and  Complex  ; but  I ffiall  follow  a 
whim  of  my  own^  and  divide  them  into  Natu- 
ral, Manual,  Inftrumental,  and  Fatal ; and 
ffiew  the  operator’s  bufinefs  in  each. 

I do 
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I do  not  intend  to  enter  into  the  difpute 
between  you  and  Dr.  Ofl>orn,  concerning 
the  C2efarean  operation,  though  I may  have 
occafion  to  mention  it  in  its  proper  place  ; 
but  I fhall  be  more  prolix  refpebling  Dr. 
Lowder's  Lever,  which  your  fon  is  about  to 
recommend  to  the  males  who  praftife  mid- 
wifery. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 


London, 

Jan.  3d,  1793.. 


Humble  fervant, 

John  Blunt. 
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LETTER  II. 

SIR, 

T AGAIN  beg  leave  to  borrow  j)70ifr  words, 
in  order  to  alTure  you,  that  * I fliould 
‘ carefully  fhun  every  perfonal  detail,  did  it 
‘ aff'efl  myfelf  merely  as  an  individual;  and 
‘ did  I not  wifli  to  contribute  my  feeble 
efforts,  to  check  the  improper  praflice 
‘ which  has  lately  been  fo  very  prevalent. 

‘ Swayed  by  thefe  motives  alone,  I pro- 
‘ ceed’  to  the  First  head,  namely,  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  pelvis,  and  its  contents,  in 
females.  The  above  apology  might  have 
been  omitted  till  the  third  head  be  difeuffed, 
but  I chofe  to  infert  it  now,  lell  1 fliould 
then  forget  it.  The  pelvis  is  an  (almoft} 
cylindrical  bone,  whereby  the  trunk  is  joined 
to  the  lower  extremities ; of  courle  every 
child  muft  pafs  through  it  in  the  birth. 

It  is  compofed  of  the  fhare  bone  (a)  before, 
the  rump  and  the  lower  part  of  the  back, 
bone  (b)  behind,  and  the  hip  and  flank 
bones  (c)  laterally. 

Thefe 


(a)  Pubes,  (b)  Coccyx  and  Sacrum,  (c)  ifehium  .and  Ilium, 
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Thefe  are  furrounded  by  ftrong  ligaments, 
fo  as  to  prevent  the  facro-iliac  joints  from 
giving  way,  when  a great  weight  is  put  on 
the  flioulders. 

The  rump  bone  in  young  and  middle-aged 
fubjefls  moves  ^ of  an  inch  backward,  when 
the  faeces  are  expelled;  but  fometimes  is 
anchilofed  with  the  facrum,  and  lofes  its  mo- 
bility, in  women  who  marry  late  in  life;  fo 
that  the  birth  of  (at  leaftj  the  firft  child  is 
rendered  more  lingering,  if  not  more  diffi>- 
cult ; but  they  are  feldom  in  danger  on  this 
account,  as  the  child’s  head  generally  forces 
the  os  coccygis  (dj  backward  *in  its  palfage, 
and  then  the  pelvis  is  enlarged  to  its  natu- 
ral fize,  and  the  difficulty  is  removed. 

The  two  pubis  bones  are  joined  together 
before  by  cartilage  (ej,  and  this  inarticulate 
jundlion  is  called  fympk^Jis  pubis.  I am  alfo 
aware  that  the  foetal  pelvis  is  not  fo  com- 
pletely  offified  as  the  adult  pelvis,  which  has 
been  defcribed ; but  that  circumftance  has 
very  little  to  do  with  midwifery, 
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(d)  Rump-bone,  (e)  Griftle, 
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The  pelvis  is  more  fliallow  at  the  pubes 
than  elfewhere,  which  defeft  beneath  is  call- 
ed the  arch  pubis.  The  upper  aperture  of 
the  pelvis  is  called  its  brim,  and  the  lower 
aperture,  its  outlet.  I fhall  not  defcribe  its 
diameters,  axis,  and  minute  points  ; tliefe 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  defign  of  this 
publication. 

The  pelvis  is  partly  vertical  and  partly 
horizontal,  inclining  forward.  The  facrum 
is  joined  to  the  lumbar  vertebrse  (f),  and 
in  ricketty  children  they  often  projefl  in- 
ward too  near  to  the  fhare  bone,  owing  to 
w^eaknefs,  which  leifens  the  upper  aperture 
of  the  pelvis,  and  (of  courfe)  renders  labour 
more  or  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  deformity;  the  natural  progrefs 
of  the  child  being  impeded  thereby.  Thefe 
are  called  diftorted  or  deformed  pelves. 

The  female  pelvis  contains,  the  bladder 
before,  and  alfo  the  urethra  (g),  which  lies 
exa6lly  within  the  fymphyffs  pubis ; the  ute- 
rus (h)  in  the  middle  ; and  the  rcftum  (i) 
behind. 

The 

(f)  Spine  of  the  loins,  (g)  Water  paffage. 

(h)  Womb,  (i)  Loweft  g-ut. 
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The  fhape  of  the  womb  refembles  a large 
pear  a little  flattened  ; and  becomes  more 
globular  as  the  foetus  grows.  The  upper 
and  largefl;  part  of  it  is  called  fundus  uteri; 
the  lower  and  fmaller  part,  cervix  uteri  (j); 
and  the  mouth  of  it  is  called  os  uteri.  It 
is  fiifpended  before  and  laterally,  by  three 
chords  or  ligaments.  It  does  not  flretch  as 
the  foetus  grows,  but  aflually  grows  alfo ; 
and  becomes  nearly  as  diminutive  as  before, 
in  a few  days  after  the  child  is  born.  The 
womb’s  mouth  may  be  felt  in  the  vagina,  re- 
fembling  the  mouth  of  a puppy,  or  of  a tench ; 
wherefore  fome  call  it  os  tincae.  I omit 
the  defeription  of  the  ovaria  and  fallopian 
tubes,  having  very  little  to  do  with  mid- 
wifery. 

The  womb’s  mouth  clofes  on  conception, 
and  generally  remains  in  that  ftate  during 
the  time  of  geftation. 

About  the  fourth  month,  the  fundus  of  the 
womb  becomes  too  large  to  be  contained  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  therefore  it  rifes 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  where  it  re- 
B 5 mains 
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mains  till  the  delivery.  This,  women  call, 
quickening.  The  foetus  fwims  in  a fluid  call- 
ed liquor  amnii,  the  whole  time  of  geftation ; 
which  fluid  is  enclofed  in  a thin  membrane 
or  bladder:  thus  the  tender  foetus  is  protefled 
from  being  injured  by  the  preffure  of  the 
abdominal  mufcles,  the  abdominal  vifcera  (k) 
and  the  internal  part  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae. 

The  placenta  (1)  adheres  (when  right]  to 
the  fundus  uteri;  one  end  of  the  funis  um- 
bilicalis  (m)  is  inferted  into  the  placenta, 
and  the  other  end  into  the  child’s  navel ; 
through  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  draw  nourifh- 
inent  from  the  mother. 

When  a part  of  the  amnios  or  chorion 
happens  to  adhere  to  the  child’s  face  in  the 
birth,  the  more  enlightened  matrons  think  it 
an  invaluable  acquifltion,  as  it  renders  its 
owner  an  amphibious  animal,  and  thus  pre- 
vents the  poflibility  of  his  being  drowned. 

^ Indeed  there  ought  to  be  three  or  four 
- venders  of  cauls  in  every  town  throughout 
the  kingdom,  for  the  public  might  derive 
full  as  much  benefit  from  them,  as  from  the 

fame 


fk)  Bowels.  (Ij  After-burden,  (m)  Navel  firing. 


( 23  ) 

fame  number  of  men-midwives,  and  I really 
lament  their  ignorance  hereof. 

Pardon  this  ironical  digreffion.  Sir  ; I will 
now  take  a little  notice  of  the  foetal  flcull, 
being  an  important  part  of  the  contents 
of  the  gravid  uterus.  The  head  of  a newly 
born  child  is  not  completely  offified,  the 
fkull  being  compofed  of  feveral  different 
bones,  with  a future  running  betwixt  each 
of  them ; fo  that  the  edges  of  the  bones  can 
overfltoot  each  other  in  the  birth,  in  order 
to  render  it  more  eafy,  by  moulding  the  fliape 
of  the  head  to  the  pelvis ; and  yet  they  do  not 
overfhgot  fo  much  as  to  allow  the  brain  to 
be  compreffed,  fo  as  to  injure  the  child. 

The  large  opening  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
is  called  the  anterior  fontanel;  the  fmaller 
one  toward  the  back  of  the  head  is  called 
the  pojlerior  fontanel;  the  anterior  being 
large,  and  furrounded  by  the  angles  of  four 
bones  (n),  is  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the 
pofterior,  which  is  fmaller,  and  is  furrounded 
by  only  three  angles  (o').  If  the  head  be 
B 6 too 
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(oj  Two  pofterior  angles  of  the  parietals,  and  the  Cor- 
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too  much  offified,  the  labour  is  thereby  ren- 
dered more  difficult.  The  feam  which  runs 
from  the  one  fontanel  to  the  other,  dividing 
the  flcull  on  the  top  of  the  head,  is  called  the 
fagittal  future ; the  frontal,  parietal,  lambdoi- 
dal,  and  occipital  futures  I ffiall  not  particu- 
larly defcribe,  as  it  would  perplex  (rather 
than  inftruft)  the  perfons  for  whofe  ufe  this 
book  is  defigned. 

The  perinaeum,  which  feparates  the  vagina 
from  the  anus,  is  the  only  external  part  of 
the  mother  which  I fhall  mention,  in  -this 
defcription  of  the  pelvis  and  its  contents,, 
which  I have  now  briefly  given. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER  III. 


SIR, 

T NOW  proceed  to  the  Second  thing  pro- 
pofed,  namely,  to  confider  the  different 
kinds  of  labours ; and  I fliall  begin  with  na- 
tural labour,  or  births  accompliflied  by  the 
powers  of  nature,  whether  the  head,  breech, 
or  feet  prefent.  The  operator’s  bufinefs  is 
alfo  to  be  confidered.  I am  not  ignorant 
that  modern  authors  call  thofe  labours  na- 
tural onlyt  where  the  occiput  (p)  prefents  to 
the  pubes,  and  the  expulfion  of  the  child 
and  fecundines  (q)  is  accompliflied,  without 
any  affiflance  from  the  operator,  within  24 
liours.  I alfo  know  that  when  (under  the 
fame  circumftances)  the  time  exceeds  24 
hours,  it  is  called  lingering  or  laborious 
labour.  But  I make  no  apology  for  treating 
them  otherwife.  Labour  having  commen- 
ced,  the  patient  has  grinding  pains ; which 
difpofe  the  os  uteri  to  open.  Sometimes 
they  open  it  to  a fufficient  extent  for  the 
child  to  pafs  through  it,  and  then  the  forcing 
pains  expels  it.  Other  times  the  violent 

pains 
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pains  come  on  very  fuddenly,  when  the 
womb’s  mouth  is  not  opened  more  than  the 
fize  of  a half-crown  piece.  The  womb  con- 
trails forcibly  on  the  child,  which  increafes 
the  pains  in  number,  duration,  and  power; 
the  membranes  a.re  thereby  broken,  the 
water  difcharges,  and  lubricates  the  palfage ; 
the  prefenting  part  of  the  foetus  defcends, 
whether  it  be  head,  breech,  or  feet,  and  the 
child  is  at  length  expelled  by  thefe  different 
powers  of  nature.  I need  not  dwell  longer 
on  the  difference  (in  nature,  continuation, 
and  office)  of  the  two  kinds  of  pains ; the 
variety  being  too  great  to  be  committed  to 
paper.  I only  remark,  that  in  general,  the 
grinding  pains  commence  with  the  coloured 
difcharges  ; and  that  fpurious  pains  continue 
much  longer  than  real  labour  pains,  return- 
ing irregularly,  without  dilating  the  os  uteri. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  foetus,  there 
are  generally  a few  gentler  pains,  which  ex- 
pel the  placenta,  and  then  the  labour  is 
finiflied.  Sometimes  it  follows  the  child  ^ 
in  five  minutes,  other  times  not  till  one,  two, 
or  three  hours. 


Thus 


C 27  ) 

Thus  much  for  what  I call  Natural 
Labour. 

I am  now  to  defcribe  what  a 7ra«n-midwife 
has  to  do  herein. 

When  he  arrives,  he  aflcs  his  patient  how 
fhe  is,  obferves  her  pains  a few  minutes,  and 
then  thinks  it  high  time  to  try  one.  If  tlie 
hufband  be  prefent,  his  firft  bufinefs  is  to 
get  him  out  of  the  room.  This  is  generally 
done,  by  his  receiving  a wink,  a nod,  or  a 
whifper,  from  one  of  the  females  who  had 
engaged  herfdf  feveral  months  before-hand 
to  ajjijl  at  the  labour,  with  a defign  to  fatisfy 
her  curiofity.  Dr.  Buchan  (in  his  Domeftic 
Medicine)  makes  the  following  pertinent 
remark  concerning  this  pernicious  cuftom. 

‘ We  cannot  help  taking  notice  of  that 
‘ ridiculous  cuftom,  which  ftiil  prevails  in 
‘ fome  parts  of  the  country,  of  collefting  a 

* number  of  females  together  upon  fuch  oc- 
‘ cafions.  Thefe,  inftead  of  being  ufeful, 

* ferve  only  to  croud  the  houfe.  Befidcs, 
‘ they  hurt  the  patient  with  their  noife,  and 

* often,  by  their  untimely  and  impertinent 
‘ advice,  do  much  mifchief,’ 

But  you  knowj  Sir,  prudence  forbids  the 

male- 
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male-midwife  to  fiiew  any  difpleafure  againft 
thefe  fuperfluous  females,  whether  they  dif- 
tra6;  the  patient  with  obfcene  noife,  or  terrify 
her  with  difmal  tales  about  bad  labours;  tales 
which  they  have  picked  up  at  former  labours, 
well  improved  by  having  paffed  through 
various  editions.  I fay,  the  accoucheur  mull 
not  offend  any  of  thefe  good-nahrred  dames, 
who  are  affembled  to  kill  their  friend  with 
kindnefs,  becaufe  perhaps  feveral  of  them  are 
pregnant,  and  he  is  a candidate  for  the  job. 

But  to  return  to  the  hufband  ; I need  not 
inform  you  that  decency  requires  him  to 
withdraw;  cuftom  having  eflabliflied  it  as  a 
law,  it  mujl  not  be  broken ; and  indeed,  I ‘ 
can  produce  various  reafons  why  it  ought 
not. 

Firft,  he  might  happen  to  fee  fome  part 
of  his  wife  which  he  is  imacquainted  with, 
though  there  can  be  no  harm  done  by  what 
the  Doff  or  fees  or  handles,  becaufe  you  know. 
Sir,  Doflors  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  old 
women,  fo  that  it  is  perfeftly  right  to  have 
half  a dozen  prefent,  occafionally.  They 
are  deprived  of  thofe  paffions  which  are 
peculiar  to  all  other  men;  hence  we  never 

hear 
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hear  of  their  abufing  the  confidence  repofed 
in  them ; of  which  more  hereafter.  They 
are  as  innocent  as  a'  Monk  in  a yi;male  con- 
vent; or  an  Italian  Ciciibeo,  when  dreffing 
and  undreffing  his  lady,  the  hufband  being 
about  his  bufinefs  in  the  counting-hoiife, 
or  on  the  exchange.  In  fliort,  Sir,  I think 
they  may  be  compared  to  any  effeminate 
men^  except  the  Eunuchs  in  a feraglio. 

Secondly,  the  female  attendants  would 
blufii  more  to  fee  the  patient’s  own  hufband 
during  the  labour,  than  to  fee  a fcore  of 
medical  men  or  boys  in  the  room. 

Thirdly,  hufbands  knowing  the  truth  of 
thefe  obfervations,  ought  to  place  the  utmojl 
confidence  in  an  Accoucheur,  though  he  be 
fingle,  fprightly,  in  the  bloom  of  life,  and 
does  not  bear  the  beft  charaSler  in  the  world 
with  refpeSl  to  a certain  vice,  that  feldom 
troubles  young  men;  and  though  the  patient 
may  happen  to  be  alfo  very  young  and  beau- 
tiful. Neither  the  novelty  nor  beauty  of  the 
objeft  can  at  all  affedl  fuch  a young  male- 
midwife,  no  not  even  in  the  early  part  of  the 
labour,  when  there  is  nothing  to  excite  dif- 
guft.  So  that  he  will  not  be  tempted  to  take 

a peep 
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a peep  at  her  fine-fhaped  legs,  when  he  lays 
hold  of  them  to  help  her  on  the  bed,  nor 
will  he  try  one  pain  too  many.  If  my  wife 
were  going  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  and  happened 
unluckily  to  fancy  the  aid  of  a male-guide 
in  order  to  be  falliionable,  I fliould  certainly 
walk  away  from  the  beach  while  file  was 
gone  into  the  water,  left  I fhould  be  called 
a jealous  man,  and  left  I fliould  not  aft  like 
other  hufbands ; for  you  know.  Sir,  it  is 
better  to  fubmit  to  the  greateft  abfurdity  and 
inconvenience,  than  to  offend  againft  the 
cuftom  of  our  country.  Therefore  if  I were 
not  capable  of  counting  my  gold,  I ought  to 
turn  my  back,  while  I commit  my  purfe  to  a 
ftranger,  that  he  may  count  it  for  me. 

But  this  fliall  fuffice  at  prefent,  to  ftiew 
why  hufbands  ought  not  to  attend  their  wives’ 
labours,  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  bear 
their  pains,  efpecially  as  that  is  one  part  of 
a wiz/c-midwife’s  bufinefs,  and  he  is  not  at 
a lofs  for  kind  and  Juieet  words  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  doflor  having  put  the  lady  on  the 
bed,  and  the  nurfe  having  thrown  a cover 
over  her,  a pain  muft  be  tried,  which  fliould 

cer- 
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certainly  be  done  by  a man  or  a boy  In  pre- 
ference to  an  experienced  midwife,  for 
decency’s  fake. 

Pie  then  puts  one  hand  under  the  bed- 
cover, and  on  examination  perceives  the  os 
uteri  opening,  and  the  head  prefenting  in 
the  moil  favourable  manner ; that  is,  with 
the  face  turning  toward  the  concavity  of  the 
facrum  : this  he  knows  by  feeling  the  polie- 
rior  fontanel ; the  fagittal  future  running 
nearly  backward.  Or  perhaps  he  finds  the 
prefentation  to  be  jufi  the  reverfe,  by  feeling 
the  anterior  fontanel,  and  the  fagittal  future 
running  toward  the  middle  of  the  facrum. 
Ke  then  knows  that  the  birth  will  not  be 
quite  fo  cafy  as  in  the  former  cafe ; but 
on  either  occafioa  it  is  his  duty  to  wait  the 
iffue,  and  not  attempt  to  hurry  the  bufinefs. 
If  he  at  firft  cannot  feel  the  prefenting  part, 
he  waits  till  the  womb’s  mouth  be  more 
dilated,  and  the  child  be  defeended  lower  in 
the  pelvis. 

You  know,  Sir,  this  bufinefs  is  performed 
with  the  fore-finger  of  the  right  hand,  the 
woman  lying  on  her  left  fide,  near  the  foot 
or  fide  of  the  bed,  having  her  knees  drawn 

up. 
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up.  I afTure  you,  Sir,  the  faculty  did  well 
to  change  the  term  touch  for  that  of  try- 
ing or  TAKING  apain;  becaufe  the  former 
term  carried  its  defign  with  it ; whereas  the 
latter  indicates  that  you  will  try  if  you  can 
bring  the  child  during  the  prefent  pain,  or 
that  you  can  really  take  a part  of  the  pain 
away  which  the  fufTering  woman  feels.  This 
technical  caution  has  certainly  done  fome- 
thing  toward  keeping  women  out  of  this 
employment,  for  which  they  are  naturally  fo 
unqualified.  Women  in  labour  have  always 
thought  the  dofilor  can  deliver  them  when- 
ever he  pleafes,  without  paying  the  leaft 
attention  to  nature’s  time ; and  that  an  igno- 
rant midwife  can  only  receive  the  child 
when  it  comes;  and  herein  they  judge  too 
well,  which  I fhall  hereafter  prove. 

This  term  ought  to  be  kept  up  then,  be- 
caufe it  leads  women  to  fuppofe  you  never 
try  a pain  without  having  their  advantage  in 
view. 

To  return  to  the  operator,  whom  we  left 
with  his  hand  under  the  bed-cloaths;  if  he 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  is  not  labour, 
the  os  uteri  being  firmly  clofed,  and  no  proper 

dif- 
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■difcharge ; or  it  ^25  . prefence  have  driven 
the  pains  away,  which  is  a very  coranion 
cafe,  he  returns  home,  as  well  as  the  curi- 
ous and  officious  females;  each  party  being 
greatly  difappointed,  and  defiring  to  be  called 
in  good  time  when  the  figns  of  labour  re- 
appear. 

If  it  be  real  labour,  he  flays,  tries  pains 
in  what  pofition  he  pleafes,  and  as  often  as 
he  pleafes;  but  <2//  this  does  not  forward  the 
labour  one  jot. 

At  length  the  pains  force  the  head  into 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  till  it  refls,  or  rather 
preffes  on  the  perinaeum;  the  man-midwife 
then  takes  a cloth  in  his  left  hand,  which  he 
keepS’  tightly  preffed  againfl  the  perinaeum 
(left  it  fhould  be  torn)  till  the  head  and 
fhoulders  be  expelled ; if  the  poflerior  fon- 
tanel prefent,  the  occiput  comes  out  under 
the  arch  of  the  pubis,  and  vice  verfa.  If 
on  examination  he  find  the  breech  prefent- 
ing,  the  pelvis  large,  and  the  woman’s  pains 
flrong,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  receive  the 
child,  as  in  the  former  cafes.  He  knows 
the  breech  from  the  head  by  its  foftnefs,  by 
the  parts  of  generation,  and  by  the  meco- 
nium. 
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nlum,  which  is  generally  forced  out  of  the 
child’s  reftum  in  this  prefentation. 

If  the  feet  prefent  with  the  heels  toward 
the  pubeSj  he  mull  by  no  means  alter  its 
pofition,  but  receive  the  child  as  nature 
expels  it.  It  may  not  be  amifs,  however, 
to  obferve,  that  a foot  is  dillinguiflied  from 
a hand,  by  the  heel,  and  by  the  great  diffe- 
rence between  toes  and  fingers ; and  that  in 
thefe  laft  two  cafes  the  perinseum  mufl  be 
fupported,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  during 
the  expulfion  of  the  foetus;  and  the  funis 
fhould  be  flackened  a little  as  foon  as  the 
operator  can  reach  it,  provided  it  be  found 
to  pul  fate. 

The  child  being  born,  the  operator  keeps 
it  on  the  fheet  which  is  fpread  on  his  knee, 
till  he  has  tied  a four-fold  thread,  four  or 
five  times  round  the  navel  firing,  about  two 
inches  from  the  belly,  and  another  about 
two  inches  farther  from  the  navel;  he  then 
cuts  the  navel  firing  in  two  (with  a pair  of 
feiflars)  betwixt  the  two  ligatures,  and  gives 
the  child  to  the  nurfe. 

His  next  bufinefs  is  to  examine  the  pati- 
ent’s belly,  to  fee  whether  there  be  another 

child. 
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child.  If  there  be,  it  is  generally  managed 
juft  the  fame  as  the  firft,  which  it  follows, 
and  both  the  placentas  a.re  moftly  expelled 
after  the  fecond  child  is  born,  as  they  are 
feldom  difunited.  He  can  tell  if  there  be 
not  another  child,  bv  the  foftnefs  and  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  abdomen. 

There  being  no  other  child  in  the  womb, 
he  waits  till  nature  expels  the  placenta; 
during  v/hich  time  (if  long)  he  examines  the 
child,  to  fee  that  it  be  perfeft,  and  not  hurt 
in  the  birth.  The  placenta  being  expelled, 
he  puts  it  in  a pot,  puts  a dry  cloth  to  the 
patient,  and  retires.  The  hufband  is  then 
permitted  to  fee  his  wife,  the  operating  gen- 
tleman having  JirJl  congratulated  her  on  her 
fafe  delivery,  for  which  ftie  thanks  him  more 
than  God,  believing  that  ftie  is  indebted  to 
his  care,  fldll,  dexterity,  and  tendernefs,  for 
the  eafe  and  fafety  which  Are  experiences., 
Excufe  the  prolixity  of  this  letter,  and 
believe  me  to  be 

Your  moft  obedient  Jiumble  I'ervant, 


LET- 
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LETTER  IV. 


SIR, 


ERMIT  me  now  to  prove,  that  nature 


alone  performs  the  delivery  99  times  in 
100 ; that  when  midwives  are  employed, 
they  have  no  more  to  do  than  I have  de- 
feribed,  99  times  in  100 ; and  that  99  times 
in  ioo,men-midwives  ought  to  do  no  more. 
That  they  do  do  more,  to  the  great  injury 
of  mother  and  child,  I fhall  prove  in  a fub- 
fcquent  letter. 

In  proof  of  the  hril  particular,  I fliall 
quote  the  opinion  of  (your  countryman)- Dr. 
Smellie,  in  his  Divifion  of  Labours.  * Let 
‘ us  fuppofe  another  thoufand  women  de- 
‘ liveredin  the  fame  place,  not  above  three, 

* fix,  or  eight  flrall  want  extraordinary  affift- 
‘ ance  ; nay,  fometimes,  though  feldom, 
‘ when  the  child  is  young  or  ufually  fmall, 
‘ and  the  mother  has  flrong  pains  and  a large 
‘ pelvis,  it  fliall  be  delivered  even  in  the 
‘ very  worst  pofition,  without  any  other 

* help  than  that  of  the  labour-pains.’ 

I will  alfo  quote  his  opinion  in  proof  of 
the  fecond  and  third  particular. 


He 
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He  further  fays.  Cafe  I.  Colleftlon  14. 
For  although  it  is  commonly  faid,  that 

* fuch  a woman  was  laid  by  fuch  a perfon, 

‘ the  delivery  is  generally  performed  by  the 

* labour-pains;  and  if  we  waii  with  pati- 

* zticf-y  Nature  of  will  do  the  work' 

I fhall  next  quote  the  opinion  of  another 

of  your  countrymen,  who,  though  a medical 
man,  has  juft  the  fame  opinion  of  male- 
midwifery,  as  I have,  and  thoufands  of  huf- 
bands  befides.  See  Dr.  Buchan’s  Domeftic 
Medicine,  on  child-birth;  ‘ Nature,^ left 

* to  herjelfy  will  feldom  fail  to  expel  the 

* foetus.’ 

Hereto  I fliall  add  the  teftimony  of  your 
friend  Dr.  Ofborn,  (Eftays  on  the  Prablice 
of  Midwifery,  page  34.)  ‘ For  whether  at 

‘ the  commencement  of  labour,  or  at  the 

* firft  opening  of  the  os  uteri  by  the  mem- 

* branes  and  waters,  or  the  firft  eniranee  of 

* the  child’s  head  into  that  part,  or  indeed 
‘ during  its  whole  progrefs  through  the 
‘ cavity  of  the  pelvis,  every  interference, 
‘ or  pretended  afliftance,  is  equally  injuri- 
‘ ous,  and  cannot  be  beneficial.’ 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  afk  counfel  of  a Woman 
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refpefting  this  matter ; a woman  whofe  prac- 
tice was  much  more  extenfive  than  your’s,  I' 
prefume*. 

* She  will  give  him  credit  for  what  he  has 
‘ appeared  to  do  for  her;  and  meafure  her 

* fenfe  of  acknowledgment,  by  the  pain  of 

* which  Ihe  will  fuppofe  he  has  helped  to 
‘ rid  her;  and  in  her  joy  at  her  delivery, 

‘ would  think  it  even  an  ingratitude,  to  liften 
‘ to  fuggeftions  from  others  (or  even  from 
‘ himfelf)  that  fhould  tend  to  diminifli,  ex- 

* plain  away,  or  (may  be)  reduce  to  nothing, 

* the  benefit  fhe  fo  vainly  imagines  was  his 
‘ work.’ 

And  page  157,  fhe  adds,  ‘ Then  it  is  that 

* the  mother  is  naturally  in  a rapture  of  joy 
‘ at  her  deliverance,  which  fhe  never  re- 

* members  but  with  gratitude,  and  of  which 

* fhe  only  miflakes  the  objeft,  by  paying  to 
‘ the  operator,  what  (in  fafl)  was  due  to  na- 
‘ ture ; then  it  is,  I fay,  that  the  mother, 

‘ father,  or  parties  concerned  (for  want  of 
‘ making  due  allowances  in  a point  they  are 
‘ fo  excufable  for  not  underflandirig)  cor- 
6 dially  join  the  felf-applaufe  of  the  man- 

* mid- 


* Nihell’s  Midwifery,  p,  155. 
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‘ midwife.’  I have  not  quoted  the  opinion 
of  thefe  authors,  in  order  to  convince  jvou  of 
a truth  which  you  are  praftically  acquainted 
with,  but  with  a defign  to  counterafl  the 
fophiftry  of  men-fnidwives,  who  are  perpetu- 
ally urging  RICH  females  not  to  employ  their 
own  fex  to  deliver  them;  pretending  that  no 
woman  is  fafe  m iheir  hands,  becaufe  they  do 
not  underftand  anatomy.  How  much  general 
anatomy  is  wanted  in  the  praflice  of  mid- 
wifery, I fhall  confider  hereafter.  Permit  me 
now  to  join  your  leftimony  to  thofe  already 
quoted,  as  a confirmation  of  what  I advanced 
concerning  the  powers  of  nature,  being  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  expulfion  of  the  foetus  (without 
the  leaf!  aid)  99  times  in  100.  In  the  cafe 
of  Nelly  Sanderfon,  you  fay,  page  115, 
‘ The  width’  (of  the  pelvis)  ‘ at  the  brim,  as 
' nearly  as  I and  ray  fon  could  judge,  was 

‘ UNDER  THREE  INCHES.’ 

Page  117,  you  fay  « She  was  delivered  of 

* a male  child,  by  the  powers  of  nature 
« ALONE.’  And  page  118,  ‘ My  fon  mea- 
’ fured  the  head  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
‘ Woodford,  with  a pair  of  callipers,  and 

* found  that  it  meafured  from  one  parietal 

C 2 ‘ pro- 
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‘ protuberance  (r)  to  the  other  three  inches 

* and  three  quarters,  and  from  the  frontal  (s) 
‘ to  the  occipital  bone  (t)  four  inches  and 

* three  quarters.  The  olfifications  appeared 
‘ as  complete  as  ufual. 

‘ The  woman  recovered  very  well,  and 

* walked  6 miles  on  the  eleventh  day  after 
‘ her  delivery.’ 

* I might  add  to  thefe  cafes  feveral  others, 
« where  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  feemed 
‘ to  be  fuch,  that,  according  to  your  data 

* the  head  of  the  child  fhould  have  been 
‘ opened  at  the  beginning  of  labour;  but 

* where,  by  having  patiently  allowed  the 

* powers  of  nature  to  produce  their  full  effedt, 
‘ the  delivery  was  accomplijhed  with  Jafely 

* both  to  the  mother  and  child.’ 

Ah,  Sir,  that  is  the  rock  whereon  fo  many 

helplefs  babes  are  wrecked ! That  ‘ waiting 
patiently’  (in  a lingering  labour)  requires  a 
<rreat  deal  of  felf-denial  in  a man  who  is  fent 

O 

for  to  attend  another  labour,  where  he  ex- 
perts a good  fee;  efpecially  if  he  have  got  Dr. 

Low- 

(r)  Side  bone  of  the  fkull.  (s)  Forehead,  (t)  Hind  head. 
* Addrefling  Dr.  Ofborn. 
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Lozvder's  Lever  in  his  pocket,  to  force  down 
the  head  with,  of  which  I fliall  treat  more 
fully  hereafter  ; v/hereas  a female  operator 
is  obliged  to  wait  nature’s  ihne,  whatever 
file  may  lofe  by  it,  having  no  inftrument  but 
her  hand. 

I am  perfuaded.  Sir,  had  male-midwives 
been  fafhionable  during  the  bondage,  exo- 
dus, and  travels  of  the  Ifraelites  through  the 
v/ildernefs,  we  (hould  have  feen  a very  diffe- 
rent account  of  their  immenfe  number;  all  of 
whom  were  brought,  or  rather  received  into 
the  world,  by  women  who  were  obliged  to  wait 
with  patience,  having  no  inftrunients  to  for- 
ward the  bufinefs  with.  I do  not  fay  they  are 
never  ufeful,  but  your  two  countrymen  have 
proved  that  it  feldom  happens.  And  furely 
there  can  need  no  better  proof  of  it  than 
your  own  words,  that  a head  three  inches  and 
three  quarters  wide  was  (by  having  patient- 
ly the  FULL  effedl  of  the  powers  of 

nature)  born  without  the  application  of  any 
infirimienty  though  the  pelvis  was  wider  three 
inches ; and  yet  the  woman  was  able  to  walk 
fix  miles  on  the  eleventh  day,  though  40 
years  of  age. — Query,  Could  fhe  have  done 
C 3 .it 
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it  after  being  ajijled  in  the  birth  by  the  famous 
Lever  ? 

I fhall  not  now  take  notice  of  your  fon’s 
dexterity,  when  he  wounded  the  two  parietals 
of  Mrs.  Gray’s  child’s  head  therewith,  in  a 
(feemingly)  lefs  difficult  cafe  than  Nelly  San- 
derfon’s;  but  having  explained  and  proved 
the  ability  of  Nature,  tohen  left  to  herjelf 

1 have  the  honour  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
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Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
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LETTER  V. 

SIR, 

T NOW  proceed  to  explain  what  I call 
Manual  Labour. 

Firjl,  When  the  feet  prefent,  wiih  the 
heels  toward  the  mother’s  back,  it  is  the 
operator’s  duty  to  turn  its  toes  toward  that 
part,  and  then  he  treats  the  cafe  as  before 
mentioned ; that  Is,  he  only  fupports  the 
perinaeura,  and  receives  the  child  as  nature 
expels  it.  But  if  the  mother’s  pains  fail,  or 
her  pelvis  be  deformed,  or  very  fmall,  or  if 
the  head  be  uncommonly  large  and  much 
offified,  the  operator  aflills  the  expulfion  in 
proportion  to  the  refiftance,  with  his  hands 
only,  laying  hold  of  the  child  clofe  to  the 
woman's  parts. 

Secondly,  If  the  woman’s  powers  be  infuf- 
ficient  to  expel  the  child,  when  the  breech 
prefents,  the  operator  aflifts  with  his  hands, 
drawing  down  firft  one  leg  and  then  the  other. 
But  I cannot  believe  the  blunt  hook  (which 
has  fo  often  been  ufed  in  this  cafe)  is  at  all 
necelTary  ; as  a handkerchief  may  always  be 
got  over  the  thigh,  to  pull  down  the  firft  leg  ; 

C 4 which 
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which  may  be  prevented  from  returning,  by 
ilie  noofe  of  a garter  or  fillet  being  flipped 
over  it. 

Thirdly.)  If  the  arm  or  ftioulder  prefent, 
the  operator  knows  the  hand  from  the  foot  j 
and  he  alfo  knows  the  fhoulder  from  the 
head  or  breech,  by  its  taking  up  lefs  room  in 
the  pelvis.  So  that  whether  the  prefentation 
be  the  arm  or  the  fhoulder,  k is  his  duty  to 
turn  the  child,  and  bring  it  by  the  feet,  as  in 
a foot  cafe.  This  is  very  eafily  done,  if 
undertaken  before  the  water  be  difeharged 
from  the  uterus;  but  if  not,  it  is  diflScult  and 
laborious  to  the  operator,  and  painful  to  the 
mother,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  both  mother 
and  child.  1 he  womb  contrafls  violently 
on  the  child,  fo  that  it  is  feldom  born  alive; 
and  there  is  danger  of  tearing  the  womb,  if 
the  operator  be  not  very  cautious.  For  thefe 
reafons,  no  midwife,  male  or  female,  ought 
to  be  employed,  who  cannot  turn  a foetus  in 
utero. 

Fourthly,  When  a dangerous  flooding 
comes  on  in  labour,  before  the  head  be  de- 
feended  into  the  pelvis,  it  may  be  deemed  a 
manual  labour  ; becaufe  the  child  ought  to 

be 
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be  turned  and  brought  by  the  feet,  in  order 
that  the  womb  may  contraft,  and  its  veffels 
be  clofed,  as  foon  as poffible,  as  the  beft  means 
to  ftop  the  hemorrhage,  and  fave  the  woman’s 
life.  The  fame  method  fhould  be  purfued 
when  parturient  convulfions  attack  the  pa- 
tient violently. 

Fifthly,  When  the  pains  do  not  expel  the 
placenta  within  two  or  three  hours  after  the 
child  is  born,  owing  to  its  extraordinary  ad- 
hefion  to  the  uterus,  or  to  its  retention  by- 
means  of  an  irregular  contra6lion  of  the 
womb,  it  is  the  operator’s  duty  to  deliver  it 
manually. 

When  it  adheres  to  the  uterus,  and  does 
not  feparate  by  a few  gentle  pulls  at  the  fu- 
nis, he  introduces  his  hand  into  the  uterus 
(being  guided  by  the  navel-ftring),  till  he 
finds  its  infection  into  the  after-burthen  ; if 
it  be  not  feparated  from  the  womb,  he  peels 
it  off  with  his  fingers,  taking  care  not  to  tear 
off  a part  of  the  inner  furface  of  the  womb 
with  it.  If  it  be  feparated,  but  detained  by 
the  womb’s  contrafling  in  the  middle  like  an 
hour-glafs,  he  introduces  his  hand  beyond 
the  contrafled  part,  into  what  may  (then)  be 
C 5 . called 
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called  the  upper  chamber  of  the  womb,  and 
has  nothing  more  to  do  but  lay  hold  of  it, 
and  take  it  away. 

Lajlly,  When  the  navel-ftring  prefents, 
(owing  to  a premature  rupture  of  the  mem- 
branes), it  may  be  called  a Manual  Labour. 

When  the  operator  finds  the  funis  below 
the  head,  the  head  being  above  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis,  he  ought  to  roll  it  up  in  a linen 
rag,  and  return  it,  which  generally  prevents 
its  coming  down  again  in  the  fubfe'quent 
pains  ; but  if  it  does  not  anfwer  the  defired 
end,  it  is  his  duty  to  turn  the  child  and  bring 
it  by  the  feet  in  order  to  fave  its  life;  for  if 
the  navel  firing  be  long  comprefled  between 
the  head  and  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  it  fiops 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  which  comes 
froih  the  mother,  and  kills  the  child.  This 
cafe  feldom  occurs,  except  it  be  by  the  im- 
prudence of  the  operator  in  breaking  the 
membranes  to  hafien  the  birth,  or  trying 
too  many  pains,  and  that  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  pains ; for  though  the  funis 
will  fwim  down  paft  the  head  in  the  current 
of  water,  when  the  waters  are  difcharged 
before  the  head  defcends  low  enough  to  fill 

up 
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up  the  fuperior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  the 
membranes  (if  the  child  be  alive)  very  rarely 
break  of  their  own  when  the  head  is 

above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 

Thus  have  I conlidered  Manual  Labours. 
The  rupture  of  the  womb  fo  feldom  happens 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  that  it  needs  not 
be  noticed  here. 

I fhall  now  draw  a few  inferences  from 
this,  and  the  two  preceding  letters. 

Inference  firf.  If  even  a manual  labour 
does  not  happen  once  in  one  hundred  births, 
Mhich  I have  proved  from  the  writings  of 
Dr.  Smellie,  who  was  a great  advocate  for 
inftruments  ; every  modef  woman  who  wifites 
to  preferve  her  hufband’s  affeflions,  and  has 
no  reafon  to  expert  a difficult  labour,  ought 
to  engage  a Ikilful  midwife  in  preference  to 
a man  : for  though  a huffiand  may  pretend  to 
approve  of  unneceffary  male  praftice,  he  has 
not  a better  opinion  of  his  wife  for  fubmitting 
to  it ; he  knows  there  may  be  much  improper 
intercourfe  between  a man-midwife  and  his 
patient,  when  there  is  no  criminal  connec- 
tion : yea,  he  knows  that  midwifery  is  a 
practice  too  indecent  for  men  to  purfue 
C 6 (how- 
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(however  decently  ^ty  may  acquit  themfelves) 
when  difficulty  does  not  render  male  aid 
ABSOLUTELY  neccffary.  No  fenfible  huf- 
band  can  brook  an  accefs  to  his  wife’s  perfon 
in  common  with  ?w^w-midwives,  men-ftay- 
makers,  men-mantua-makers,  &c.  therefore 
if  women  would  induce  their  hufbarids  to 
keep  their  matrimonial  engagements,  they 
ought  not  to  provoke  them  to  a breach  there- 
of, by  a wanton  and  unneceffary  expofure  of 
the  moft  facred  part  of  their  perfons  to  men- 
midwives ; which  (to  my  certain  knowledge) 
has  OFTEN  produced  difcord  in  families; 
befides  the  evil  tendency  of  holding  out  fuch 
a pernicious  example  to  adult  daughters. 

Inference  fecond.  If  the  poor  be  fafely  de- 
livered by  midwives,  both  at  their  own  habi- 
tations and  in  the  lying-in  hofpitals,  though 
they  have  many  more  preternatural  labours 
than  the  rich,  owing  to  the  laborious  exer- 
cife  which  they  are  obliged  to  take,  every 
MODEST  rich  female  ought  to  employ  her 
own  fex,  or  be  affiamed  to  ffiew  her  face 
among  thofe  who  do ; efpecially  as  ffie  can 
afford  to  keep  a man  in  waiting,  in  cafe  any 
difficulty  ffiould  happen  which  the  midwife 

can- 
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cannot  manage;  though  there  is  generally 
time  enough  to  procure  one  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  name  of  reafon,  let  all  charitable 
inftitutions  employ  men  to  deliver  poor 
women,  if  midwives  be  not  as  fafe ; if  they 
be  (which  experience  daily  confirms),  let  the 
rich  employ  them,  and  prove  that  the  prefent 
generation  is  as  modeft  as  our  great-grand- 
mothers were,  who  never  fent  for  a man, 
but  in  difficult  cafes.  A man  m\dzvi/e  is  an 
unheard-of  animal,  in  nine  tenths  of  the 
globe. 

Injtrence  third.  If  flcilful  midwives  be  ca- 
pable of  managing  99  cafes  in  100,  is  it  not 
lamentable  that  there  are  99  men-midwives 
for  one  midwife?  and  that  the  male  praffiti- 
oners  are  ftill  increafing,  infomuch  that  five 
new  ones  (fome  men,  and  feme  boys)  have 
fet  up  in  one  ftreet  near  my  houfe,  within 
200  yards  of  each  other,  during  the  laft  fix 
months  ? 

Thus  many  females  are  (in  fome  meafurej 
OBLIGED  to  employ  men,  contrary  to  their 
inclinations,  becaufe  there  are  very  few  flcil- 
ful  midwives,  efpecially  in  the  country,  and 
ignorant  ones  I am  no  advocate  for,  any 

more 
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more  tlian  ignorant  Accoucheurs,  with  which 
England  abounds. 

Inference  fourth.  If  male  midwifery  be  an 
indecent  and  effeminate  employment,  when 
unneceffary,  every  man-midwife  who  gets 
a living  by  it,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as 
injurious,  rather  than  ufeful  to  fociety;  for 
though  fafhion  fan6lions  his  trade,  neither 
reafon  nor  common  fenfe  can  juflify  it. 

Inference  JiJih.  Are  not  thofe  hufbands  who 
are  contented  to  have  their  wives  pulled 
about  by  men  midwives  unneceffarily,  worthy 
to  be  crowned  with  afs's  ears,  though  not 
entitled  to  cuckold’s  horns  ? 

Inference fixth.  Is  thofe  women’s  modefty 
fpurious  or  genuine,  who  employ  men  to 
deliver  them  in  eafy  labours,  in  preference  to 
fkilful  midwives  who  (they  know)  have  deli- 
vered many  of  their  more  modeft  neighbours 
fafely  ? 

Let  it  be  remembered,  thefe  inferences  do 
not  apply  to  women  who  cannot  obtain  a good 
midwife,  or  who  have  difficult  labours  ; nor 
do  they  apply  to  the  hufbands  of  fuch  women. 

Inference  Jeventh.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  all 
modeft  women  and  their  hufbands,  to  unite 

their 
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their  elForts  to  abolifii  fuch  an  indecent 
praftice,  by  endeavouring  to  eftablifli  and 
fupport  an  inftitution  for  the  inftruftion  of 
female  pra6litioners,  who  might  deliver  poor 
women  gratis  during  the  latter  part  of  their 
fiudies  ? Thus  charity  and  modefty  would 
be  fupported  and  promoted  at  the  fame  time. 

Injerence  lafl.  Women  (when  properly  in- 
ftrufted)  being  as  capable  of  turning  a child 
as  men,  are  not  thofe  teachers  of  the  art  who 
take  12  guineas  from  each  female  pupil,  and 
do  not  teach  them  how  to  turn,  guilty  of  all 
the  injury  which  happens  in  confequence  of 
their  ignorance  ? 

As  I fliall  refume  fome  of  thefe  particulars 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  work,  I fhall  quit 
them  at  prefent, 

And  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
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LETTER  VI. 


SIR, 


OU  doubtlefs  rejoice  that  I have  been 


fo  fimpler  as  to  acknowledge  the  inca- 
pacity of  women  to  manage  preternatural 
cafes,  that  being  an  argument  in  favour  of 
male  pradice.  Let  me  befeech  you.  Sir,  to 
fufpend  your  joy  till  we  meet  again  on  the 
fubjeft,  under  the  fifth  head  ; where  I fhall 
prove,  that  much  more  mifehief  has  been 
done  by  the  inllruments  of  fkiful  men,  than 
by  the  hands,  or  by  theomiffions  ai ignorant 
women  ; and  I fliall  alfo  take  notice  of  the 
ignorance  of  men  midwives,  and  their  blun- 
ders. I am  now  to  confider  what  labours 
require  the  ufe  of  the  forceps,  and  how  the 
operator  applies  them  ; but  I muft  firft  de- 
feribe  the  inftrument  itfelf. 

The  modern  forceps  are  generally  covered 
with  leather  j the  blades  are  made  of  the  beft 
tempered  fteel,  about  two  inches  wide  at  the 
extreme  point,  and  the  width  gradually  de- 
creafes  all  the  way  to  thejoint,  which  is  very 
fimple;  they  have  wooden  handles,  which 
being  preffed  together  when  applied  to  the 


child’s 


( 53  ) 

child’s  head,  over  the  ears,  the  blades  en- 
clofe  the  head  fall  enough  to  affift  the  de- 
livery, but  do  not  comprefs  the  parietal  and 
frontal  bones,  fo  much  as  to  injure  the  brain  ; 
being  about  three  inches  from  the  infide  of 
one  blade  to  the  infide  of  the  other  in  the 
wideft  part,  when  the  handles  are  clofed  ; 
and  the  curve  is  well  adapted  to  the  form  of 
the  head. 

The  application  of  this  inftrument  is  ne- 
ceffary, 

Firji,  When  there  is  a confiderable  difpro- 
portion  between  the  cavity  of  the  mother’s 
pelvis  and  the  child’s  head,  fo  that  her  vigo- 
rous pains  cannot  expel  it,  the  full  effe6l  of 
them  having  been  tried;  and  the  rebtum  and 
bladder  emptied,  the  firfl  by  clyfters,  and  the 
latter  with  the  catheter  for  a woman  can 
feldom  make  water  when  the  child’s  head 
preffes  againfl  the  urethra. 

Whether  the  head  be  tumified,  uncom- 
monly large,  or  very  rnuch  offified,  fo  that 
the  bones  are  too  firm  naturally  to  over- 
fhoot  each  other  ; or  whether  the  mother’s 

pelvis 
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pelvis  be  fmall,  or  deformed  in  the  cavity  ; 
or  whether  there  be  no  deformity,  or  natu- 
ral defeft  in  fize,  but  the  os  coccygis  be  an- 
chilofed  with  the  facrum,  and  will  not  move 
backward  as  ufual  ; the  head  mull  be  ex- 
trafled  with  the  forceps  ; as  improper  delay 
might  throw  the  mother  into  a fever,  or 
perhaps  her  parts  may  be  fo  much  galled  by 
the  long  prelTure  of  the  head  on  them,  as  to 
caufe  a floughing  of  the  vagina,  bladder,  or 
reftum,  and  thus  render  her  miferable  during 
her  future  life  ; befides,  too  long  delay  en- 
dangers the  child’s  life. 

Secondly^  The  forceps  are  neceffary  wlien 
the  pains  cannot  expel  the  head,  owing  to  its 
unfavourable  pofition  in  the  pelvis  ; that  is, 
when  the  forehead  prefents  diagonally,  or  to 
the  fymphyfis  pubis. 

Thirdly^  When  there  are  excrefcences  in 
the  woman’s  foft  parts. 

Fourthly^  When  they  are  unufually  rigid. 

Fifthly,  When  (owing  to  uterine  weaknefs) 
the  pains  decline,  though  every  other  cir- 
cumftance  be  favourable. 

Sixthly,  When  the  navel  firing  is  found 

pul- 
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pulfating  below  the  head,  after  it  has  entered 
the  pelvis. 

Lajlly^  When  dangerous  hemorrhage,  or 
convuHions  attack  the  woman,  after  the 
child’s  head  has  entered  the  pelvis,  the  pains 
being  weak.  The  application  of  the  forceps 
in  thefe  laft  two  cafes,  depends  on  the  im- 
probability of  a fpeedy  delivery  by  the 
powers  of  nature. 

The  forceps  never  ought  to  be  applied 
fecretly,  but  the  patient’s  hufband  (if  at  home) 
ought  to  be  confulted,  and  fhewn  the  nature 
of  their  application.  I difapprove  of  con- 
fulting  officious  and  curious  females  on  thefe 
occafions ; the  hufband  (whofe  temporary 
fervant  the  doflor  is,  as  he  pays  his  wages) 
is  mofl  concerned  in  his  wife’s  fafe  delivery, 
and  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  a cypher  in 
his  own  houfe. 

It  is  not  to  the  credit  of  the  late  Dr, 
Smellie  to  advife  the  clandefline  ufe  of  the 
forceps,  and  to  give  direftions  for  the  ac- 
complifhment  thereof,  by  hiding  the  two 
blades  between  the  bed-cloaths. 

The  bladder  and  re£lum  being  emptied, 
and  the  patient’s  hufband  confulted,  the  ope- 
rator 
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rator  tries  to  touch  one  of  the  child’s  car^ 
with  his  finger;  which  done,  is  a certain  fign 
that  the  head  is  fufficiently  low  in  the  pelvis 
to  be  enclofed  by  the  two  blades  of  the 
forceps ; he  then  cautioufly  guides  one  blade 
over  the  ear,  keeping  the  point  clofe  to  the 
child’s  head,  left  he  ftiould  enclofe  a part  of 
the  womb’s  mouth ; and  alfo  keeping  his 
finger  between  the  inftrument  and  the  wo- 
man’s parts,  in  order  to  avoid  injuring  them,. 
He  then  introduces  the  other  blade  (in  like 
manner)  over  the  other  ear,  and  afterwards 
carefully  locks  them,  fo  as  not  to  enclofe 
any  part  of  the  mother,  Laftly,  he  draws 
gently  from  fide  to  fide,  or  rather  from  han- 
dle to  handle,  in  the  line  of  the  pelvis,  fup- 
porting  the  perinaeum  with  the  other  hand, 
till  the  head  be  delivered,  and  nature  gene- 
rally finiflies  the  reft.  Sometimes  great 
force  is  neceflary,  but  it  ought  to  be  ufed 
flowly,  and  increafed  gradually ; and  the 
operator  Ihould  reft  often,  rather  than  fa- 
tigue the  patient.  Few  women  are  ftrong 
enough  to  ufe  the  forceps  when  there  is  great 
refiftance,  though  many  may  be  able  to  apply 
them  judicioufly,  at  leaft,  much  better  than 

a gid- 
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a giddy  boy,  who  may  pleafe  to  write  M AN- 
MIDWIFE,  inftead  of  BOY-MIDWIFE, 
over  his  door.  At  any  rate,  men  are  the 
xiosT  proper  to  ufe  the  forceps. 

You  perceive,  Sir,  I am  no  enemy  to  the 
praftice  of  men  on  proper  occafions ; but 
he  who  fets  up  to  attend  natural  labours,  in 
a town  where  there  are  fkilful  midwives, 
may  as  well  offer  himfelf  as  a lady’s  maid ; 
nor  would  it  be  a more  difgraceful  employ- 
ment. Nor  am  I an  enemy  to  the  ufe  of 
PROPER  inflruments  on  proper  occafions; 
but  I do  not  approve  of  their  being  ufed  for 
the  convenience  and  profit  of  the  operator, 
rather  than  the  comfort  and  fafety  of  mother 
and  child. 

Fatal  Labours  I enter  upon  with 
reluflance.  Firji,  Pelves  which  are  fo  fmall 
at  the  upper  aperture,  owing  to  the  projec- 
tion of  the  true  vertebrae  (u),  that  the  child’s 
head  can  neither  defcend  into  the  cavity,  nor 
be  drawn  into  it,  when  turned  and  brought  by 
the  feet,  require  the  deftruflion  of  the  infant 
to  fave  the  mother. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly^  When  the  cavity  of  a pelvis 
happens  to  be  diftorted  fo  much  that  the  head 
cannot  pafs  through  it,  the  child  mull  be 
facrificed  to  fave  the  mother. 

Thirdly,  When  the  lower  aperture  of  a 
pelvis  is  fo  contrafted,  that  the  head  cannot 
be  delivered  with  the  forceps,  the  death  of 
the  child  mufl;  purchafe  the  mother’s  life. 

As  fatal  labours  feldom  occur,  I fliall  not 
run  into  any  more  particulars ; only  jull  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  child  fliould  never  be  dedroy- 
ed  too  foon  ; that  is,  before  the  operator  is 
fatisfied  (from  weighing  every  circumftance) 
that  it  cannot  be  avoided;  norfhould  it  be 
delayed  too  long  after  it  is  judged  necelTary, 
left  the  mother  fhould  die  through  long 
fatigue. 

No  certain  rule  can  be  laid  down  con- 
cerning this,  as  much  depends  on  the  mother’s 
ftrength  to  bear  a long  labour ; the  fize  of 
the  child;  the  mother  having  gone  her  full 
time,  or  only  feven  months,  &c.  But  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  it  is  allowed  that  a full  grown 
child  can  feldom  be  faved,  where  the  upper 
aperture  of  the  pelvis  is  under  3 inches  from 
pubes  to  facrumj  but  that  fmall  leven  months 

children 
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children  have  been  born  alive,  when  it  has 
been  lefs  than  that. 

What  does  the  operator  do  herein  ? — 
Being  affiired  that  there  is  no  remedy,  but  the 
dreadful  one  of  killing  the  child  ; having 
found  the  pelvis  large  enough  to  extraQ;  the 
child  through,  when  the  head  fliall  be  redu- 
ced; and  having  (long  before)  emptied  the 
bladder,  and  reftum,  to  give  the  head  every 
poffible  chance  of  defeending  into  the  pelvis, 
by  means  of  long  continued  ftrong  pains,  but 
finding  all  in  vain,  he  informs  the  woman’s 
huiband  of  his  wife’s  fituation,  calls  in  ano- 
ther to  juftify  his  conduft,  and  whofe  advice 
he  liftens  to,  after  he  alfo  has  examined  the 
patient ; being  agreed  that  the  operation  is 
neceffary,  he  fends  home  for  his  perforating 
feiffars,  blunt  hook,  and  crotchet. 

Having  received  his  inflruments,  and 
placed  the  woman  in  an  advantageous  po- 
fition,  he  firft  perforates  the  fleull  with  the 
feiffars,  then  fcoops  out  the  brains  with  the 
end  of  a table  fpoon,  and  extraHs  the  cranial 
bones.  If  the  pelvis  be  very  fmall,  it  is  com  • 
mon  to  leave  the  woman  24  hours,  or  more, 
that  the  child  may  putrify  in  this  ffate,  and 
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that  the  body  may  be  more  eafily  extracted 
with  the  crotchet,  which  is  generally  done, 
by  fixing  it  in  the  foramen  magnum  (u) ; or 
if  that  part*  cannot  be  found,  the  operator 
tries  to  get  fome  other  firm  hold ; always 
keeping  his  hand  in  the  vagina,  oppofite  the 
point  of  the  inftrument,  that  it  may  wound 
•his  hand  rather  than  the  woman,  jf  it  Ihould 
flip. 

If  the  pelvis  be  not  very  fmall,  the  ope- 
rat!"On  is  generally  finifhed  as  foon  as  the 
head  is  opened,  without  leaving  the  patient. 

The  fharp  edges  of  the  broken  bones  are 
kept  covered  with  the  teguments,  during  the 
extrablion,  that  they  may  not  wound  the 
woman. 

The  extrafling  inftrument  is  a piece  of 
fteel,  about  11  inches  long,  having  a fmall 
hook  with  a fharp  point  at  one  end,  and  a 
large  blunt  hook  at  the  other. 

When  there  is  not  quite  one  inch  and  a 
half  from  pubes  to  facrum,  il  is  next  to  im- 
poflible  to  extrafl  the  foetus  through  it,  and 
becomes  neceftary  to  perform  the  Cefarian 

operation 
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ration,  (w)  which  preferves  the  child,  but 
generally  deftroys  the  mother. 

It  is  lamentable,  that  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
continent  where  the  fuperllitious  prejudices 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  have  prevail- 
ed, many  mothers  have  been  deftroyed  (by 
this  operation)  to  fave  the  child’s  life  ; when, 
the  deftruflion  of  the  child  might  have  faved 
the  mother.  It  was  done  under  the  idea, 
that  all  infants  dying  unbaptized  were 
damned. 

Women  have  recovered  from  this  opera- 
tion, when  performed  by  midwives;  Dr,‘ 
•Smellie  has  recorded  two  or  three  fuch  cafes  j 
and  yet  it  has  feldom  fucceeded,  when  per- 
formed by  able  furgeons,who  are  certainly  the 
moft  proper  perfons  to  undertake  it,  as  well 
as  the  opening  of  a child’s  head,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  extraction  with  the  crotchet.  Indeed, 
I think  it  as  prefumptuous  for  a midwife  to 
attempt  either,  as  it  is  ridiculous  for  a man, 
or  a boy,  to  be  feen  fitting  at  the  tail  of  a 
modejl  woman,  who  has  a natural  labour. 

D Here 

(w)  Opening  the  woman’s  abdomen  to  take  the  child  out 
of  the  womb. 
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Here  again,  Sir,  you  perceive,  I am  no 
enemy  to  the  obftetric  affiftance  of  furgeons 
on  PROPER  occafions but  as  Mrs.  Nihell 
obferves,  the  very  term  of  man  xmd.-wife  is 
as  abfurd  and  inexplicable  as  that  of  woman 
co2ich-man.  Therefore  the  thoufands  of 
gilt  boards  in  this  kingdom,  which  contain 
the  ambiguous  demi-mafculine  and  demi- 
feminine  word,  ought  to  be  pointed  at  by 
every  sensible  palfenger. 

Pardon  me.  Sir,  I only  mean  that  the  word 
is  ambiguous  as  to  its  etymology,  for  I think 
it  is  a very  good  term  to  reprefent  thofe  com- 
pound animals  who  ufurp  a bufinefs  fo  proper 
for  women,  and  in  every  refpeft  fo  unfit, 
improper,  and  indecent  for  men  to  purfue. 

I am  perfeftly  of  Mrs.  Nihell’s  opinion, 
that  fuch  a man  ought  to  be  treated  with  as 
much  indignity,  as  if  he  undertook  to  clear- 
llarch,  hem  a ruffle,  or  make  a bed ; yea, 
and  with  much  greater;  becaufe  in  all  thefe 
he  is  not  called  to  handle  the  facred  parts  of 
other  men’s  wives. 

Again,  fage-femme  is  the  French  word  for 
midwife,  and  I think  fage-homme  (wife,  or 
cunning  man)  is  a very  appofite  term  for 

man- 
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nun-midwife,  as  there  is  no  other  fet  of  men 
who  poffefs  a fufficient  degree  of  wifdom,  or 
cunning,  to  enable  them  to  get  freeaccefs  to 
the  perfons  of  fo  many  fine  women,  to  get 
their  kind  hufbands  out  of  the  room  then^  and 
to  get  well  paid  for  their  peeping  into  the 
bargain. 

Two  Inferences  fball  conclude  this 
letter. 

Firjly  If  it  require  fo  much  deliberation 
before  the  life  of  a mother  or  child  be  de- 
firoyed,  no  woman  runs  the  fmalleft  rifque 
by  befpeaking  a midwife,  as  there  is  plenty 
of  time  to  call  in  male  aid,  after  she  per- 
ceives that  the  pelvis  is  deformed,  and  the 
child  does  not  advance  by  the  ftrong  pains. 
Should  a violent  flooding  happen  when  the 
child's  head  is  in  the  pelvis,  a midwife  can  as 
foon  procure  a furgeon  and  his  forceps,  as  a 
man-midwife  can  obtain  his  forceps;  for  no 
man  takes  them  in  his  pockets  when  firft  call- 
ed to  a labour;  but  fends  for  them  on  per- 
ceiving that  they  will  be  wanted.  They  are 
not  WANTED  once  in 300  labours,  but  they 
are  used  much  oftener. 

Secondly^  How  abfurd  it  is  to  hear  females 
D a who 
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who  have  natural  labours,  fay,  ^ I might 
, have  been  delivered  much  fooner,  but  the 
c Doftor  did  not  come  in  time.’  Or,  * I am 
® fure  my  labour  would  have  been  fooner  over, 
‘ if  I Kad  been  attended  by  a man  inftead 
‘ of  a woman;’  when  every  wife  knows  how 
frequently  children  are  born  before  help  (as 
they  falfly  call  an  operator  in  natural  labours) 
arrives,  in  fpite  of  all  the  woman’s  endea- 
vours to  prevent  it.  This  clearly  fhews  that 
nature  does  the  work,  which  I have  proved 
from  the  writings  of  the  moll  eminent  in  the 
profeflion,  and  that  (99  times  in  100)  nature 
needs  only  to  be  fuperintended,  but  not  to  be 
aided. 

That  many  men  have  a knack  of  finifliing 
natural  labours  quicker  than  nature  herfelf, 
I readily  grant;  but  that  either  mother  or 
child,  or  both,  pay  dearly  for  this  mafculine 
dexterity,  I fhall  hereafter  prove. 

Having  gone  through  the  confideration  of 
the  different  kinds  of  labour,  and  the  ma- 
nagement thereof,  I wifli  hereafter  to  be  un- 
derftood  as  referring  to  Natural  and  Manual 
Labour,  whenever  I ufe  the  term  Midwifery; 
becaufe  I confiderthe  management  of  them 

to 
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to  belong  to  women.  Fatal  and  inftrumen- 
lal  labours  ought  to  be  attended  by  furgeonsj 
therefore  I fhail  diftinguifh  their  bufinels 
therein  from  the  praflice  of  midwifery,  by 
calling  it  OBSTETRIC  furgery  ; as  the  ufe  of 
the  forceps,  embryulcia  (x),  and  the  Cefari- 
an  operation,  have  no  more  connexion  with 
the  regular  praflice  of  midwifery  than  litho- 
tomy (y)  has. 

J have  the  honour  to  be,  S:c, 
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LETTER  VIE 

SIRj 

JT  is  well  known  that  example  operates  fo 
powerfully  on  the  juvenile  mind,  as  to 
ftamp  an  indelible  impreflion  thereon.  It  is 
therefore  my  intention, 

In  the  Third  place  to  enquire,  if  your 
and  your  brethren’s  mode  of  teaching  mid- 
wifery to  male  pupils,  be  confiftent  with 
decency.  That  many  of  them  are  very  young, 
I hardly  need  mention,  becaufe  they  are 
known  to  be  fo  wdien  they  fet  up  in  bufinefs. 

If  a young  man  poffefs  a lafcivious  difpo- 
fition,  he  needs  only  chufe  that  profeffion, 
and  he  foon  finds  food  for  his  pafTions ; for 
in  this  moclejl  age,  females  who  pretend  to 
ir.odefly  are  fo  man  ridden,  that  they  will  put 
up  with  the  obftetric  fervices  of  any  thing 
that  has  the  appearance  of  a man,  rather  than 
thofe  of  their  own  fex. 

But  to  the  propofed  enquiry  : 

Firfl,  You  know.  Sir,  it  is  a rule  for  apo- 
thecaries’ apprentices  to  deliver  their  maflers’ 
patients  (under  a pretence  that  he  is  from 
home)  when  he  expefts  to  be  called  to  a more 
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projit able  \‘Aho\xr  •,  and  if  no  misfortune  hap- 
pen in  coiifequence  of  the  boy’s  inexperience, 
there  may  not  be  much  laarm  in  thefe  puerile 
exploits;  for  after  the  lad  has  told  all  he 
[aw  in  the  labour  room,  to  the  young  grocer, 
draper,  &c.  who  are  his  infcparable  compa- 
nions, he  thinks  very  little  more  about  it. 
If  there  be  any  thing  too  difficult  for  him, 
be  fends  for  his  mailer  to  manage  it,  and  the 
patient  is  fatished ; efpecially  as  ffie  has  the 
pleafure  to  refleCl,  that  flie  has  had  the  fer- 
vices  of  two  males  for  the  fee  of  one,  and 
has  not  been  teazed  by  a fumbling  midwife. 

This  then  is  the  firll  ftage  of  oblletric  edu- 
cation. After  the  young  tyro  has  learned 
the  praBice  of  midwifery  during  his  apprcn- 
ticefliip,  he  next  goes  to  London  or  Edin- 
burgh to  ftudy  the  theory  of  it : therefore, 
Secondly,  Before  he  finiffies  his  anatomical 
lludies,  he  fubferibes  for  two  or  three  courfes 
of  oblletric  leflures,  and  pays  his  part  toward 
the  expences  of  the  lying-in  patients,  and 
then  commences  his  career. 

Now,  Sir,  what  dq  you  think  of  the  de- 
cency of  procuring  living  females,  for  thefe 
boys  to  learn  to  ufe  the  catheter  upon  ? Are 
D 4 there 
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there  no  dead  female  fubjedls  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  diflefling  rooms  ? Have  they  no 
urethras,  nor  bladders  ? Or  is  it  really  more 
decent  to  pra6life  on  living  fubje£ls  than  on 
dead  ones  ? 

I do  not  fay  that  you  recommend  drawing 
of!  water  to  be  learned  on  the  temporary  in- 
habitants of  the  hofpital;  but  1 know  thofe 
wjio  do. 

Again^  What  do  you  think,  Sir,  of  the 
decency  of  a touching  leblure  ^ 

Is  it  proper  to  convene  a number  of  preg- 
nant women,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  exa- 
mined all  round  by  each  pupil,  in  a (landing 
pofture,  both  on  the  abdomen,  and  per  vagi- 
nam  ? Are  not  thefe  women  treated  with  lefs 
' decency  than  a farmer  would  treat  his  mare 
or  his  cow,  v;lio  wifhed  to  examine  if  fhc 
carried  young  ? 

Pray,  Sir,  what  is  the  ufe  of  this  faid  touch- 
ing ? Why,  it  is  defigned  to  qualify  men  to 
inform  modejl  women,  whofe  ufual  fyftem  is 
a little  deranged,  and  who  cannot  bear  a 
midwife  who  has  born  half  a dozen  children 
to  be  their  cafuift,  whether  they  are  breeding 
or  not,  and  how  far  gone.  I fay,  it  is  for 

the 
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the  purpofe  of  qualifying  thefe  boys  to  fatisfy 
the  curiofity  of  ‘women,  alias  female  brutes, 
who  are  fufficiently  fafliionable  to  be  beyond 
the  reach  of  vulgar  cenfure,  and  who  have 
floically  forgotten  to  blulh,  unlefs  it  be  by  the 
affiftance  of  rouge.  Women  who  trample 
on  the  laws  of  decorum,  and  under  the  pro- 
tedion  of  matrimony,  flare  chaflity  out  of 
countenance. 

Are  fuch  females  proper  companions  for 
others,  who  patiently  wait  two  or  three 
months  after  they  think  they  have  conceived, 
till  they  can  determine  the  matter  without 
the  help  of  a midwife  dodor  to  examine  them, 
firfl  by  the  nipples,  then  by  the  vagina  and 
redum,  and  laflly  by  the  abdomen,  flanding 
or  lying,  according  to  the  advice  of  Dr, 
Smellie  ? It  is  certainly  the  interest  of 
accoucheurs  tobanifh  modefty  from  the  fair- 
fex,  becaufe  it  is  by  this  mean  only  that  man- 
midwifery  can  be  continued  : Hence  the  7'ule 
among  them  to  aflc  women  certain  queftions 
when  the  hufbands  are  not  within  hearing  ; 
inflead  of  making  the  hufband  the  mean  of 
intelligence.  Why  do  they  not  alk  fuch 
queftions  in  the  hulband’s  prefence  ? Or  elfe 
D 5 afli 
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aflc  the  hufband  inftead  of  the  wife  ? The 
reafon  is  obvious;  they  take  this  ^ry2  ftep 
(under  the  proteflion  of  their  profefTion) 
in  order  to  break  females  in,  and  prepare 
them  for  a reception  of  their  obftetric  fer- 
vices. 

I fay  this  is  done  under  the  protection  of 
their  profeffion,  as  the  hufband  would  cer- 
tainly chaftife  any  other  man,  who  dared  to 
ufe  fuch  indecent  language  to  his  wife. 

But  to  refume  the  fubjeCl : I do  not  charge 
Dr.  Hamilton  with  a Touching  LeCture;  but 
I affure  you.  Sir,  I know  thofe  who  have  at- 
tended them  in  London. 

At  any  rate,  I think  leCturers  fhould  con- 
tent themfelves  with  teaching  their  male- 
pupils  the  increafe  and  elevation  * of  the 
gravid  uterus ; and  as  no  fingle-man  ought 
to  praCtife  midwifery,  let  pupils  fufpend  their 
touching  till  they  get  married,  and  can  exer- 
cife  it  lawfully.  Neither  do  I think  it  law- 
ful for  ANY  man  to  ufe  the  catheter  on  a 
woman,  being  a bufinefs  proper  for  females 
only  to  exercife.  What  do  you  think.  Sir, 
of  a woman  being  expofed  to  the  full  view 
of  a man,  the  parts  being  fo  fwelled  that  he 

can- 
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cannot  find  the  meatus  urinarius  without 
ocular  afliftance  ? and  at  the  fame  time  not 
in  labour,  but  unable  to  pafs  her  water  feve- 
ral  days  after  delivery. 

And  pray.  Sir,  why  do  not  obftetric  le6lu- 
rers  teach  women  how  to  do  this,  fince  it 
may  be  learned  in  half  an  hour  ? Is  the  ana- 
tomy of  the  bladder  and  urethra  fo  abftiufe, 
that  women  have  not  a capacity  to  learn  it  ? 
So  you  would  perfuade  your  patients ; 

“ Till  their  <vjife  hulhands,  gull’d  by  arts  like  thefe^ 

“ Grow  gentle,  tradable,  and  tame  geefe.*" 

So  much  fof  the  fecond  ftage  of  obftetric 
education ; 1 fhall  now  open  the  grand 
fcene.  You  remember,  Sir,  it  was  a rule 
with  the  late  D/r.  Smellie,  to  have  his  pupils 
prefent  at  the  delivery  of  his  poor  hofpital 
patients,  and  alfo  of  poor  women  at  their 
own  dwellings : the  following  are  his  own 
words.  ‘ In  that  feries  of  courfes,  one 
* thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  poor  wo- 
‘ men  have  been  delivered  in  the  prefence 
‘ of  thofe  who  attended  me,  over  and  above 
D 6 ‘ thofe 
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' thofe  difficult  cafes  to  which  w'e  are  often 
‘ called  by  midwives*.’  Now,  Sir,  we  will 
enquire,  how  Dr.  Smellie  and  thefe  fwarms 
of  male  pupils  that  attended  together  were 
employed  ; and  for  this  purpofe  alfo  I ffiall 
quote  Dr.  Smellie’s  own  words. 

* Her  breech  being  moved  toward  the 
« bed-fide,  fome  of  the  gentlemen  kept  her 
‘ in  that  pofition.’  See  Colleftion  25,  Num- 
ber 2,  Cafe  3. 

‘ In  the  year  1749,  I,  with  my  pupils,  at- 
® tended  one  of  our  women  in  Drury-lane.’ 
‘ But  we  were  all  miftaken  as  to  the  pofi- 

* tion  of  the  head;  for  /,  as  well  as  my  pupils^ 

* imagined^  that,  as  the  head  was  fo  low,  &:c.’ 
‘ I had  her  put  in  the  fame  pofition,  and 

^ applied  the  forceps  in  the  fapie  manner  as 

* in  the  aforementioned  cafe.  I then  pulled 

* gently  every  pain,  and  the  woman  being  ex- 

* pofed  to  Jhew  the  operation,  I was  furprized 

* to  fee  what  I imagined  the  occiput  come 
‘ along  from  under  the  pubes,  &c.’  See 
Cafe  III.  ColleBion  28. 

Oh  the  modejl  Dr.  Smellie  1 he  firft  per- 
mitted 
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mitted  all  his  pupils  to  examine  the  patient, 
and  then  uncovered  her  during  the  operation 
with  the  forceps,  that  they  all  might  fee  the 
child’s  entrance  into  the  world. 

But  I will  quote  another  cafe  or  two. 
‘ A woman  in  the  year  1743  befpoke  me  to 
‘ attend  her.  I had  the  patient  laid  fupine, 

* acrofs  the  bed,  and  her  legs  fupported  by 

* two  of  my  pupils.’  See  Col.  23,  1, 

Cafe  II. 

‘ As  the  midwives  and  gentlemen  could 

* not  feel  any  part  of  the  child  prefent,  they 
‘ fufpefted  it  would  be  a preternatural  cafe, 
‘ andfent  forme.’  See  Col.  23,  Cafe  5,  N°  1. 
‘ Being  called  in  the  year  1743,  to  a woman 
‘ in  St.  Alban’s  ftreet,  &c,’  ‘ I was  obliged 
‘ to  turn  her  on  her  back,  and  acrofs  the 

* bed,  with  her  breech  to  the  fide,  and  her 

‘ legs  fupported  by  two  affijlants,’  See  Col. 
‘34,  1,  Cafe  I. 

It  appears  that  the  doftor  was  not  obliged 
to  pull  this  woman  about  in  this  manner,  as 
there  were  two  females  prefent,  who  were 
much  more  proper  for  that  talk  than  the 
do6lor.  Befides,  it  would  have  been  more 
decent  to  call  the  woman’s  hulband  up  to 

do 
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do  It,  if  at  home.  £ut  you  know,  Sir,  huf» 
bands  are  very  inconvenient  in  labour  rooms, 
as  they  might  happen  to  be  a little  angry  at 
feeing  their  wives  turned  into  one  pofition 
after  another,  by  the  doflor ; and  then  ex- 
amined, and  their  legs  fupported  by  his 
pupils,  and  finally,  turned  bare^  and  expofed 
to  the  eyes  of  all  prefent.  Therefore,  Sir, 
let  the  prefent  cuftom  be  continued,  per- 
fuade  hufbands  that  none  but  medical  high- 
priefts  mull  enter  the  fanftum  fanftorum,  and 
that  it  is  quite  indecent  for  the  patient’s  own 
huflDand  to  attend  the  birth  of  his  own  child. 
Tell  them  that  it  is  trite  courage  in  a huf- 
hand,  to  fly  from  his  wife's  diitrefs,  while 
her  mother,  or  filler  flies  to  it.  Tell  them, 
that  hulbands  mull  affect  to  be  quite  un- 
manned when  their  waves  are  in  labour,  and 
mull  fay  they  cannot  withlland  the  fcenc. 
Tell  them,  they  ought  to  run  out  of  fight,  if 
their  wives  happen  to  fall  into  the  w'ater, 
and  by  no  means  look  how  another  man 
laves  them.  Tell  them  it  is  fpurious  fympa- 
thy  which  approaches  dillrefs ; like  that  of 
the  'Virgin  Mary,  who  Hood  by  the  crofs, 
when  her  fon  was  dying  in  fuch  agonies. 

Ox 
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Or  like  that  of  the  Samaritan,  who  took  care 
of  the  wounded  ftranger;  and  don’t  forget 
to  tell  them,  that  the  prieft  and  the  Levite 
who  would  not  go  near  him,  acted  nobly. 

If  a woman  in  labour  want  any  encourage- 
ment, you  know,  Sir,  her  hufband  is  the 
moft  mproper  perfon  in  the  world  to  impart 
it,  that  being  the  doftor’s  province. 

Indeed,  Sir,  there  can  be  nooccafion  for 
a hufband  to  attend  his  wife’s  labour,  in  order 
to  protefl  her  from  the  infults  of  her  man- 
midwife,  becaufe  there  is  no  danger  of  pupils 
being  corrupted  by  the  example  of  their 
lefturer.  Medical  men  are  as  immaculate 
as  our  firll  parents  were  before  their  fall ; 
therefore  Dr.  Smellie’s  pupils  carried  his 
advice  into  their  praftice,  becaule  his  own 
praftice  was  fo  confonant  therewith, 

* An  accoucheur’  (fays  he,  deferibing  the 
qualifications  of  men-midwives)  * ought  to 
‘ aft  and  fpeak  with  the  utmofl;  delicacy  of 
‘ decorum,  and  never  violate  the  truft  re- 
‘ pofed  in  him,  fo  as  to  harbour  the  leafl;  in- 
‘ decent  or  immoral  defign,  but  demean 
‘ himfelf  in  all  refpefts  fuitable  to  the  dig- 
‘ nity  of  his  profeffion.’  Now,  Sir,  you  plain- 
ly 
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ly  perceive  what  the  do6lor  meant  by  this 
harangue;  or  if  you  cannot  underftand  him, 
I will  endeavour  to  aflift  you  therein. 

He  undoubtedly  wifhed  to  tell  his  pupils, 
that  altho’  they  had  feen  him  uncover  women 
before  them  all,  and  turn  and  twill  them  ac- 
cording to  his  own  pleafure ; at  the  fame 
time  permitting  them  (his  pupils)  to  hold 
their  legs  afunder,  and  examine  them  per 
vaginam  ; they  mull  take  care  to  * aft  with 

* delicacy  of  decorum,  and  demean  them- 

* felves  in  all  relpefts  fuitable  to  the  dignity 

‘ of  their  profeflion  whenever  the  huf- 

band  was  prefent.  A dignified  profeflion 
truly  ! Dignified  by  aftions  which  the  mailer 
of  a brothel  would  blulh  at. 

And  are  thefe  the  men  to  whofe  hands  I 
am  compelled  (by  the  laws  of  falhion  and. 
cullom)  to  commit  the  moll  facred  part  of 
my  wife’s  perfon,  to  treat  it  as  they  pleafe; 
not  daring  to  vifit  her,  till  they  have  done 
with  her  ? I once  knew  a man  that  alked 
leave  of  his  wife’s  accoucheur,  to  attend  her 
^his  own  wife)  during  her  delivery.  The 
doftor  anfwered,  ‘ It  is  indelicate;  Sir,  and 
‘ I advife  you  not  to  do  it.’ 
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My  wife  Is  now  pregnant,  Sir,  and  I af- 
fure  you,  if  I fliould  fo  far  forget  that  I am 
the  mafler  of  my  own  houfe,  as  to  put  fuch 
a queftion  to  an  accoucheur,  when  fhe  is 
delivered,  I will  carry  the  matter  to  its  ne 
plus  ultrot  and  by  no  means  prefume  to  re- 
vifit  her  bed,  at  the  end  of  the  month,  till  I 
have  obtained  the  doblor’s  leave  fo  to  do. 

You  mujl  be  convinced,  that  it  is  improper 
(on  many  accounts)  for  hufbands  to  attend 
their  wives’  labours,  when  they  employ  men- 
midwives ; and  that  the  requifition  of  their 
abfence,  was  from  the  beginning,  and  Hill  is, 
a very  wife  and  prudent  meafure  ; for  which 
I fhall  give  you  ftill  better  reafons  hereafter. 
In  the  mean  time, 

I have  the  honour  to  bej  &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER  VUI. 

S 1 R, 

T HA\'"E  juft  been  tliinking,  it  might  have 
been  full  as  modeft,  if  Dr.  Ofborn  had 
not  fuffered  his  30  pupils  to  examine  Eliz. 
She  rwood  when  fhe  was  in  labour;  as  his 
own  defeription  of  her  cafe  would  have 
anfwered  the  fame  purpofe.  But  it  feems 
Dr.  Smellie  was  by  no  means  fingular  in 
drilling  his  ohjletric  recruits  to  face  any  things 
and  go  through  thick  and  thirty  when  called 
to  withftand  a troop  of  petticoats.  Poor 
bafhful  young  gentlemen ! they  certainly 
ftart  at  a flafli  in  the  pan  on  their  firft  en- 
trance among  the  delicate  corps;  but  they  are 
not  fent  into  the  field  ofi  praB:ice,  till  they 
be  qualified  to  march  to  the  fiemale  tent 
without  dil’may. 

' I fhall  now  confider,  how  far  your  mode 
of  teaching  midwifery  to  young  men,  is  con- 
fiftent  with  decency. 

In  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Gray,  you  obferve, 
that  two  of  your  pupils  waited  on  her,  name- 
ly, Dr.  Daly  and  Dr.  Ball ; that  the  former 
was  prefent  at  her  preceding  labour  (by 

Javour 
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yavcur  of  another  praclitioner)  and  knew 
her  again  ; that  your  fon  alfo  attended  her 
at  the  requeft  of  Dr.  Daly.  Another  time 
file  was  attended  by  Mr.  Cathcart  and  Mr. 
Woodford,  being  two  of  your  pupils.  Here 
then  we  find,  no  lefs  than  Jix  men  are  as  well 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Gray’s  perfon  as  her 
awn  hufband  is,  and  all  this  perfe£ily  con- 
fillent  with  objletric  decency. 

In  the  cafe  of  Nelly  Sanderfon,  who  was 
admitted  into  the  lying-in  ward  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Saturday,  May  12,  1792,  you 
obferve,  the  pupils  of  your  clafs  were  fent 
for,  although  the  os  uteri  was  only  beginning 
to  dilate.  Though  40  years  old,  and  ricketty, 

, the  pupils  mujl  be  admitted  to  her  in  the 
very  beginning  of  her  lingering  labour. 

You  alfo  fay,  that  on  the  23d,  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  your  fon  requelled,  that  the 
gentlemen  attending  might  leave  her  to  the 
care  of  the  matron  of  the  ward  all  night,  that 
file  might  not  be  fatigued  by  their  enquiries, 
nor  overheated  by  their  crowding  the  room. 

You  then  proceed  to  obferve,  that  in  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  matron,  obferving 
an  alteration  in  the  qhild’s  pofition,  defire'd 

the 
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the  pupils  to  be  immediately  called.  Now, 
Sir,  are  you  perfectly  fatisfied,  that  it  is  con- 
fiftent  with  both  decency  and  fafety,  to  fend 
a number  of  young  men  to  examine  a poor 
creature  in  labour  when  they  pleafe  ? I fup- 
pofe  this  is  what  you  mean,  by  the  term, 
‘ fatiguing  enquiries.’  Does  not  fuch  over- 
iieating,  and  fuch  crowding  often  produce  a 
fever,  from  which  the  patient  does  not  air- 
ways recover  ? 

Does  not  the  fight  of  fo  many  males,  long 
before  the  forcing  pains  commence,  add 
mental  terror  to  bodily  pain  ? If  the  ap- 
proach of  one  jirange  man  retard  the  labour 
(which  before  was  in  a promiling  and  forward 
flate)  which  has  often  been  the  cafe,  what 
effedl  mull  the  prefence  and  repeated  exami- 
nations of  40  or  50  mad-headed  young  fel- 
lows have  ? Is  not  the  os  uteri,  and  alfo  the 
os  externum  rendered  rigid,  by  making  fo 
free  with  them  ? Are  not  the  membranes 
often  prematurely  broken  by  the  fame  means  ? 
In  fliort.  Sir,  do  you  think  it  decent  and 
becoming,  to  fuffer  fuch  a number  of  young 
men  to  be  in  a room  with  a woman  in  labour; 
provided  they  do  nothing  but  look  on  .f*  Is  it 

not 
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i30t  treating  a human  being  as  if  (lie  were  a 
cow  calving  ? 

You  may  be  ready  to  fay,  that  pupils 
ought  to  attend  all  the  labours,  in  order  to 
learn  how  to  manage  the  various  kinds  of 
labour. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  I obferve,  they  have  no 
occafion  to  learn  natural  and  manual  labours 
at  all,  being  the  bufinefs  of  females.  If  they 
mull  do  it,  only  one  ought  to  be  fent  to  each 
patient. 

They  have  no  occafion  to  learn  the  ufe  of 
the  forceps  on  nature^  as  the  machine  is  as 
applicable  to  them.  In  this  particular  Dr’s. 
Smellieand  Ofborn  perfehlly  agree  with  me. 
‘ In  the  courfe  of  my  ledures,’  (fays  Dr. 
Smellie)  ^ almoft  every  obfervation  has  a 
‘ reference  to  the  working  of  thole  machines 

* which  I have  contrived  to  refemble  and 

* reprefent  real  women  and  children  ; and 
‘ on  which  all  the  kinds  of  different  labours 
‘ are  demonftrated,  and  even  performed,  by 

* every  individual  ftudent.  *’ 

« He 

* See  tbe  preface  to  Smellie’s  Midwifery, 
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‘ He  muft  have  aftually  performed  it  on 
« the  machines  with  his  own  hands  very  many 
* times,  and  thereby  acquired  a competent 
‘ knowledge  of  the  theory, and  a perfect 
‘ knowledge  of  the  practice*.’ 

Now,  Sir,  I would  aflc  you,  what  your 
pupils  can  learn  at  a labour  when  the  forceps 
are  ufed,  and  where  the  patient’s  parts  are 
noi  expofed  to  their  view  during  the  delivery? 
The  forceps  can  only  be  ufed  by  one  at  -a 
time,  and  if  the  woman  be  covered,  the  reft 
cannot  know  how  they  are  ufed ; but  if  wo- 
men be  uncovered  with  as  little  ceremony  as 
the  machine  is,  they  may  have  ocular  de- 
monftration.  Forceps  cafes  feldom  occur, 
and  I wifli  they  were  the  only  occafions  of 
indecency. 

It  is  perfeflly  confiftent  with  decency  for 
a plurality  of  women  to  attend  labours  with 
a view  to  information,  but  there  ought  not 
to  be  fo  many  as  to  heat  the  room,  or  injure 
the  patient  with  their  noife.  At  any  rate, 
a patient  cannot  be  fo  much  alarmed  by  the 
prefence  and  examinations  of  her  own  fex, 
as  by  a parcel  of  boys  about  her  bed. 

It 

* See  Eflays  on  the  Praftice  of  Midwifery,  p.  97.. 
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It  is  very  decent  for  midwives  to  learn  the 
ufe  of  the  catheter  on  living  females,  and  the 
art  of  touching,  in  order  to  afcertain  whether, 
women  be  pregnant  or  not,  and  how  far 
o-one  ; but  that  it  is  abominablv  indecent 

O'  ' 

for  men  to  draw  off  water,  attend  touching 
leftures,  and  labours  in  crowds,  I will  main- 
tain] therefore  they  are  naturally  difqualified 
to  learn  midwifery  according  to  the  rules  of 
decency;  and  they  are  much  more  difquali- 
fied to  pra0ife  it  according  to  thofe  rules, 
however  they  may  pretend  to  do  it,  becaufe 
it  requires  an  intercourfe  between  the  two 
fexes,  which  decorum  cannot  tolerate  v/hen 
it  is  unneceffary.  What  a fhame  it  is  for  a 
man  to  fet  himfelf  up,  to  tell  women  how  far 
they  are  gone  with  child  ? And  yet  men  pre- 
tend to  be  better  judges  than  midwives,  who 
(having  had  children)  know  the  changes  in 
the  gravid  uterus  experimentally. 

Before  I difmifs  this  head,  I have  a very 
ferious  queftion  to  put  to  you. 

Is  the  Continental  Chair  ufed  in  Edin- 
burgh, or  is  it  not  ? 

Obferve,  I do  not  affirm  it,  as  it  is  pof- 
fible  I may  have  been  milin formed ; my  in- 
telligence 
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telligence  was  received  from  an  Edinburgh 
pupil,  whofe  name  is  at  your  fervice.  If  it 
be  not  ufed,  a fimple  negative  will  fuffice  to 
remove  the  fufpicion;  therefore  I fliall  not 
comment  on  the  ufe  of  it  in  this  work,  but 
content  myfelf  with  declaring,  that  fuch  a 
method  of  delivery  (by  males)  ought  not  to 
be  tolerated  in  a civilized  nation,  becaufe 
all  the  attendants  may  fee  the  woman’s  parts, 
and  the  expulfion  of  the  foetus  and  placenta, 
if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  look. 

If  this  be  permitted  in  the  Edinburgh 
hofpitals,  I am  no  longer  at  a lofs  for  the 
reafon  why  fo  many  male  pupils  attend  one 
patient  together  : at  the  fame  time  I muft 
confefs,  that  a great  number  of  pupils  attend 
the  lying-in  hofpitals  together  in  London  i 
. - fo  the  fouth  needs  reformation  as  well  as  the 
north.  After  what  has  been  faid,  I leave  you 
and  the  public  to  determine,  whether  the 
education  of  men-midwives  be  conliftent 
with  decency;  and  whether  modeji  females 
ought  to  commit  their  perfons  into  their  de- 
licate hands,  when  their  hufbands  are  not  in 
the  room  to  pro:e8:  them  from  infult,  by 

being 
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being  wantonly  uncovered  to  shew  the 
operation.,  See.  according  to  the  chajle  ex- 
ample of  Dr.  Smellie. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
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LETTER  IX. 

SIR, 

T AM  now  arrived  at  the  Fourth  propofi- 
tion,  viz.  To  fliew  what  efFe£ls  are  pro- 
duced by  THAT  mode  of  educating  men- 
midwives,  which  has  been  the  fubjebl  of  the 
laft  two  letters. 

Firjl,  Danger  and  indecency  are  the  ef- 
fefls  of  the  firft  ftage  of  fuch  an  education. 

By  the  firft  ftage,  I mean,  the  praBice  of 
apprentices,  before  they  have  learned  the 
theory  of  midwifery. 

One  of  the  pupils  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
hofpital,  told  me,  about  a-year  ago,  that  he 
attended  one  of  his  maftcr’s  patients  in 
labour,  and  found  the  navel-ftring  prefented 
firft,  which  he  returned,  and  fent  for  his 
mafter,  not  knowing  how  to  proceed.  I 
hardly  need  inform  you,  the  child  was  still 
BORN  ; nor  can  you  doubt  but  this  novice 
broke  the  membranes  by  his  officious  and 
awkward  examinations,  and  caufed  the  funis 
to  defcend  in  the  current  of  waters,  before 
the  head  had  entered  the  pelvis. 

So  much  for  the  death  of  one  child,  by 
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employing  boys  in  midwifery ! but  you  know. 
Sir,  boys  muft  be  more  expert  and  fafe  than 
women  who  have  delivered  hundreds,  or 
perhaps  thoufands  fafely,  becaufe  they  are 
only  women  after  all. 

I fhall  not  trouble  you  with  any  more 
cafes  in  allufion  to  this  JirJl  ftage,  but  con- 
tent myfelf  with  two  interrogations  refped- 
ing  the  decency  of  it,  which  I before  touched 
upon. 

What  kind  of  decency  is  that  which  tole- 
rates the  prefence  of  fuch  boys  (to  fay  nothing 
about  their  handling, &c.)  in  a labour  room; 
and  which  at  the  fame  time  requires  the  ab- 
fence  of  a hufband,  who  is  old  enough  to  be 
the  operator’s  father  ? And  what  is  the  rea- 
fon  that  midwife  doQors  (both  young  and  old) 
require  the  abfence  of  hufbands,  while  they 
deliver  their  wives  ? 

Jhefe  queftions  I leave  you  to  anfwer. 

I now  enter  on  the  fecond  ftage,  whereon 
I fliall  not  dwell  long; 

You  may  perhaps  have  heard,  that  one  of 
the  London  pupils  was  caught  in  bed  with 
bis  patient  the  day  before  her  deliveiy. 

You  have  not  heard  (I  apprehend)  that 
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four  pupils  uncovered  a female  from  the 
feet  to  the  waift,  not  twelve  months  fince, 
declaring  they  would  fee  if  Ihe  was  a fine 
woman. 

This,  however,  I was  an  involuntary  wit- 
nefs  to. 

Nor  have  you  heard,  that  one  of  them 
defired  his  patient  to  guide  his  hand  to  the 
parts  where  fhe  felt  pain,  pretending  he  could 
not  underlland  fo  well  by  a verbal  defcrip- 
tion.  This  alfo  I was  a witnefs  to. 

I now  pafs  on  to  the  condubf  of  thofe  who 
have  entered  into  bufinefs,  after  receiving 
fucha  decent  education. 

I believe  I need  not  inform  you,  that  thofe 
of  them  who  are  hearty  fellows^  and  under- 
ftand  drinking  as  well  as  wenching^  fome- 
times  go  a ftep  too  far  in  their  cups,  and 
defcribe  the  hidden  charms  of  their  fair 
patients  to  their  pot  companions ; and  fome- 
timesthe  intelligence  circulates  till  it  reaches 
the  ears  of  their  hufbands,  who.  (no  doubt) 
muft  be  pleafed  to  hear  what  fine’ limbs,  &c.- 
their  wives  have. 

This  alTertion  I am  prepared  to  prove. 

I well  remember  being  told  about  ten 

years 
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j years  fince,  by  a medical  gentleman  who  had 

' juft  commenced  man-widv/ife,  (and  who  has 

fince  pleafed  the  ladies  fo  well  that  he  can 
afford  to  keep  a carriage)  that  he  had  been 

to  deliver  Mrs. of  her  firft  child,  and 

that  file  was  the  fineft  made  woman  he  knew. 

I apprehend,  Sir,  yo\i  can  guefs  how  he 
I became  acquainted  with  her  fine  make.  It 

was  certainly  in  the  way  of  his  profeffton. 
i Do  you  think  he  could  have  judged  fo  well 

of  her  fine  make,  if  her  hufband  had  been 
prefent  ? Hufbands  ought  certainly  to  keep 
at  a proper  diftance  from  their  wives,  when 
men-midwives  are  bufily  and  curioufly  em- 
ployed about  their  perfons ; and  that,  for 
very  decency's  fake. 

^ ^ Need 'i'ffntroduce  the  gallant  Dr.  Morley, 

or  the  famous  Suffolk  hero,  both  of  whom 
were  tried  for  ravifiiing  their  obftetric  pati- 
ents ; or  fiaall  I pafs  on  to  your  own  coun- 
tryman, Dr.  Smellie,  and  call  him  out  of  his 
grave  as  a witnefs  to  the  fubfequent  practice 

of  thofe  who  are not  educated  in  the 

Emperor  of  Morocco’s  feraglio  ; nor  among 
the  Bramins  and  their  concubines,  at  Surat; 
but  within  the  chajle  walls  of  a Britifh  lying- 
E 3 in 
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in  hofpital,  where  males  pradife  ? I fay, 
fhall  I quote  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  Smellie, 
concerning  the  modefty  of  thofe  men  whofe 
gilt  boards  court  the  attention  of  every  paf- 
fing  female  ? 

‘ Mr.  H.  was  called  about  two  or  three  in 

* the  morning,  and  found  a leg  of  the  child 
‘ prefenting;  but  when  he  tried  to  bring 
‘ down  the  body  of  the  child,  he  found  that 
‘ it  was  large,  and  the  pelvis  narrow.  He 
‘ fent  immediately  for  Mr.  W.  in  Bifhopf- 

gate  ftreet,  who  brought  down  the  body, 
‘ but  could  not  deliver  the  head,  See.  I be- 
‘ ing  called,  arrived  about  eight  o’clock, 

* and  took  two  gentlemen  along  with  me.  I 

* bad  her  laid  acrofs  the  bed,  her  breech  a 
‘ little  over  the  fide,  and  two  of  the  genlle- 
‘ men  fupported  her  legs ; one  of  them  alfo 
‘ fupported  her  body  till  I introduced  my 
‘ jright  hand.  See.'  See  Coll.  35,  cafe  13. 

Here  we  find  four  of  thele  gentlemen 
bufy  at  once,  two  about  the  women’s  legs, 
one  about  her- body,  and  one  trying  to  de- 
liver her. 

And  how  came  they  to  be  fo  officious? 
Were  not  three  females  to  be  found,  in,  or 

about 


[ ^^about  BiPnopfgate-ftreet?  Dr.  Smellie  tdlsp 
^us  how  Mr.  H.  and  Mr.  W.  happened  tof; 
i i purfue  this  indecent  condu.£l; 


they  werejE^ 


j >^'4  both  educated  under  him  about  eight  years  ^ 
^ before.  So  that  they  were  fo  well  grounded^ 
I'l  ^ in  their  hofpital  leffons  (holding  up  women’s 
J legs,  when  fprawled  out  before  an  operator’s^ 
eyes)  to  carry  them  faithfully  into  their* 
own  private  pradlice,  eight  years  afterward.^ 
J Surely,  Sir,  thofe  women  who  are  {o  fooUJhly\ 
fcrupulous  as  to  employ  midwives,  muftr 
envy  the  happy  lot  of  this  woman,  who  wasf 
w fupported  by  the  foft  and  delicate  hands  of^ 
J I ^ three  gentlemen,  who  were  fo  kind  and  tender  ^ 
I as  to  lay  afide  all  foolijh  ceremony,  in  order 
to  avoid  giving  trouble  to  the  woman’s  huf-^ 

^ band,  who  ought  hy  no  means  to  make  /o free. 

1 with  his  wife  when  delivered,  as  thefe  threep 
^ ^auxiliary  doQors  did.  They  alfo  avoided^ 
'^1  giving  trouble  to  the  woman’s  female  friends, 
lia  by  this  extraordinary  kindnefs. 

- Many  women  have  faid,  it  matters  not 
^r^^-wlio  are  engaged  about  their  perfons,  when 
5 J their  violent  pains  come  on;  neither  fex 


jY  ^ nor  number  Cd.n  then  aflTed  them,  being  too 
^(imuch  occupie'd  with  their  agonies.  This  I 
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know  is  true ; but  are  they  unaffeded  by 
males  in  the  beginning  of  labour?  are  they 
incapable  of  anticipation  and  refleftion?  can 
a modejl  woman  be  pleafed  with  herfclf  for 
expofing  her  parts  to  another  man  befides 
her  hufband,  when  it  might  have  been  pre- 
vented by  employing  one  of  her  own  fcx, 
who  (file  knows)  has  delivered  hundreds  fafe- 
ly  ? Did  not  a lady  in  the  city  continue 
eight  days  in  labour,  becaufe  her  pains  re- 
ceded, whenever  the  do6tor  (who  was  forced 
on  her  by  her  friends),  approached  her  ? I 
can  tell  you  her  name,  if  you  defire  it. 

If  it  be  lawful  to  employ  men  in  midwi- 
fery, (who  ufe  as  little  ceremony  with  a wo-- 
man,  as  if  file  belonged  to  the  brute  crea- 
tion) in  preference  to  females,  why  not  call 
in  a flout  porter^  or  chairman^  to  hold  a wo- 
man in  labour,  in  preference  to  women  ? 
why  not  fend  for  a man  to  injecl  a clyfter? 
why  not  employ  male-nurfcs,  &c.  &:c-? 

Well,  Sir,  do  you  want  any  farther  proof, 
that  an  indecent  education  viu/l  produce  an 
indecent  operator?  Proof,  I fay,  for  I have 
not  entertained you,witha  fenfelcls  harangue, 
or  with  dogmatic  ipse  dixits  ; but  I have 
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related  a few  fafls,  believing  (with  the  poet) 
that  . 

‘ Blunt  truths  more  mifchief  than  nice  faKhoods  do.’ 
Thefe  truths  I fubmit  to  the  confideration 
of  thofe  hufbands,  who  have  hitherto  em- 
ployed men  to  deliver  their  wives ; but  who, 
owing  to  affected  fenfibility,  jealoufy,  or  a 
fear  of  having  their  ears  pulled  (being  hen- 
pecked) during  their  wives’  pains,  which 
make  them  crofs  and  captious,  have  always 
fneaked  out  of  the  room  as  foon  as  the  doc- 
tor entered  it,  leaving  him  to  be  the  foie 
lord  oj  the  btdchamhcr. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 
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LETTER  X. 

SIR, 

T SHALL,  in  the  Fifth  place,  enquire 
whether  the  praftice  of  male-midwives 
(when  inflrumerUs  are  not  wanted)  be  con- 
fident with  fafety  to  mother  and  child. 

Under  this  head  alfo,  I fliall  do  little  more 
than  relate  fimple  fafls,  and  add  thereto  a 
few  quotations;  leaving  you  and  the  public 
to  comment  thereon.  And,  fird,  I fliall  call 
your  attention  to  the  fatal  circumdance 
which  took  place  under  the  hands  of  the  late 
Dr.  W.  You  have  doubtlefs  heard  of  it, 
therefore  1 (hall  relate  it  very  briefly. 

The  doHor  had  occafion  to  introduce  his 
hand  into  the  uterus,  after  it  had  begun  to 
contraft,  and  doubled  his  fid  to  redd  it,  in- 
ftead  of  keeping  it  flat  during  each  pain  ; 
therefore  the  womb  fplit  upon  his  hand. 
One  of  the  patient’s  intedines  defcended 
through  the  rent,  and  the  do6lor  cut  it  off 
with  his  fciflars,  wrapped  it  up  in  a cloth, 
and  put  it  in  his  pocket : the  nurfe  hearing 
her  midrefs  fhriek,  fufpedted  he  had  done 
fomething  wrong,  and  picked  the  cloth  out 

of 
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oF  Ills  pocket,  having  feen  him  put  it  in. 
When  fhe  faw  the  reeking  gut,  fhe  (hrieked, 
and  fell  down  in  a fwoon. 

The  confufion  brought  others  in  the  houfe 
up  flairs;  feveral  doftors  were  called  in  im- 
mediately, who  endeavoured  to  glofs  over 
'the  bufinefs;  for  though  confdence  com- 
pelled Dr.  W.  to  declare  he  had  ruptured 
the  womb,  they  repeatedly  anfwered,  ‘ You 
‘ mean  to  fay,  the  uterus  is  ruptured,  dodlor/ 
Some  have  tried  to  excufe  the  doflor,  by 
faying,  he  was  not  fober ; but  I would  aflc, 
M'hether  a drunkard  ought  to  praSlife  midwi- 
fery ? and  alfo,  whether  there  are  not  many 
profelfors  of  it  guilty  of  this  vice  ? 

One  of  the  London  lecturers  (not  Dr. 
Ofborn)  tells  his  pupils  the  following  flory, 
as  well  as  the  preceding  one  ; which  I have 
heard  him  do  repeatedly. 

‘ Some  years  fince  I was  called  to  a very 
‘ impatient  woman,  who  perpetually  teazed 
‘ me  to  try  pains,  imagining  it  eafed  her. 

* Though  the  labour  was  not  in  a forward 

* ftate,  fhe  was  not  fatisfied  when  I was  away 

* from  her;  therefore  I kept  my  finger  in 
‘ the  vagina,  and  fell  afleep  in  THAT 
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' SITUATION.  When  a ftrong  pain  came, 
‘ I awoke,  and  then  nodded  again,  till  I fell 
‘ into  a found  deep,  (having  been  up  two  or 
‘ three  preceding  nights)  and  did  not  awake, 
‘ till  the  liquor  amnii  was  running  down  my 

* arm.  The  firft  thing  I felt,  was  the  funis ; 
‘ greatly  alarmed,  and  hardly  knowing  what 
‘ to  do  between  deeping  and  waking,  I did 

* nothing.  The  pulfation  foon  ceafed,  and 
‘ the  child  was  born  dead.  I then  alked, 

* when  die  had  felt  the  child,  die  faid, 
‘‘  Very  lately.”  I perfuaded  her  it  mud  be 

* a midake,  having  been  dead  a condderable 
‘ tirne.  So  I faved  my  reputation,  though 
‘ I unfortunately  lod  the  child  by  my  ne- 

* gligence.’ 

Would  the  doftor  have  been,  caught  nap- 
ping, if  the  woman’s  hufband  had  been  in 
the  room  ? And  would  the  child’s  life  have 
been  lod  ? 

Some  years  fince,  a poor  woman  in  Lon- 
don, difmided  the  midwife  who  had  deliver- 
ed her  feveral  times,  becaufe  a man  (who  now 
cuts  a very  great  dgure)  offered  to  attend  her 
for  half  the  fum.  The  next  time  die  faw 
her  midwife,  die  told  her,  it  was  a dear  de- 
livery 
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livery  to  her,  as  flie  was  never  likely  to 
recover  the  wounds  fhe  had  received  from 
his  inftruments. 

Not  Ion?  fince,  one  of  the  firft-rate  Lon- 
don  do£lors“  was  called  to  attend-  a woman, 
whofe  pelvis  was  foraewhat  diftorted.  It 
happened  however,  that  the  head  was  (by  the 
pains  alone)  forced  fo  low  in  the  pelvis,  that 
the  hair  on  . the  fcalp  appeared  without  the 
labia  pudendi*.  He  then  fent  for  two  other 
Doflors  to  confult  with  concerning  the  beft 
mode  of  relieving  the  patient  ; but  what  is 
very  fingular,  without  trying  what  he  could 
do  with  the  forceps,  in  a cafe  fo  likely  to 
have  fucceeded  with  themi,  he  opened  the 
head  before  his  brethren  arrived,  though 
they  cgme  almoft  as  foon  as  called.  Unfor- 
tunately the  uterus  was  torn,  before  he  could 
extraft  the  foetus,  fo  that  the  woman  died  in  a 
few  minutes.  If  the  Doflor  can  reconcile 
the  omiffion  of  the  forceps,  and  the  opening 
of  the  head  without  confultation,  after  the 
gentlemen  were  fent  for,  with  his  confcience, 
I am  perfuaded,  he  does  not  lilten  to  its  re- 
monftrances. 

He 

* External  lips  of  the  vagina. 
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He  furely  thinks  it  no  crime  to  murder  a 
child  iji  uiero.  This  cafe  I was  told,  by  one 
who  wasprefent  at  it,  and  who  examined  the 
woman  repeatedly. 

Perhaps  this  DoQor  followed  the  advice 
of  one  of  the  London  lefturers,  who  tells  his 
pupils  ‘ to  call  in  all  the  Doflors  in  the 
‘ neighbourhood,  whether  accoucheurs  or 
‘ apothecaries,  or  even  their  apprentices,  if 
‘ they  be  not  at  home,  when  the  uterus  hap- 

* pens  to  be  torn.  And’  (fays  he)  ‘ you  do 

* not  convene  them  with  a view  to  confulta- 
‘ tion,  becaufe  immediate  delivery  is  the 
‘ only  mode  to  purfue,  but  in  order  to  pre- 
‘ ferve  your  own  reputation  ; for  they  will 

* take  care  to  fhelteryou  from  thofe  afper- 

* fions,  which  mull  otherwife  be  call  on  you 
« after  fuch  an  accident,  by  every  one  bear- 
‘ ing  a little  of  the  blame,  inftead  of  your 
‘ having  to  bear  it  all.  Where  fo  many  are 
‘ called  in,  the  neighbours  can  hardly  find 
‘ out  who  was  the  original  operator.’  This 
advice  I heard  given.  It  is  a curious  joke, 
that  a number  of  men  or  boys  mull  be  call- 
led  in — not  to  aflift  the  fullering  woman,  but 
to  fupport  the  Doflor’s  chara6ler  ; and  for- 
foothj  the  hufband  mull  pay  them  ! This  is 

another 
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another  efFefl:  of  hufbands  not  attending  their 
wives'  labours,  when  they  employ  men.  It 
were  impoffible  to  impofe  thus  far  on  the 
hufband,  if  he  was  in  the  room  ; he  would 
foon  fee  the  drift  of  the  confultation. 

When  obftetric  impofition  is  fcientifically 
taught,  it  is  high  time  to  lay  it  before  the 
public. 

In  a dilRcult  cafe,  a fecond  operator  ought 
to  be  called,  with  a view  to  confult  with,  and 
juftify  every  proper  ftep  which  the  firft  has 
taken  ; but  it  is  a farce,  to  call  half-a-dozen, 
or  half  a fcore,  where  only  one  mode  can 
be  purfued. 

A woman  in  Wapping  (not  long  fince)  en- 
Ejacred  a Doftor  of  fome  eminence  in  the 

o o 

neighbourhood  to  deliver  her  ; finding  her 
pelvis  diflorted,  he  took  his  leave,  promifing 
to  return  when  the  labour  was  further  advan- 
ced; but  inftead  of  doing  that,  he  ordered  his 
fervants  to  fay,  he  was  from  home;  fo  that 
the  patient's  friends  could  not  fee  him  again, 
though  they  lent  for  him  feveral  times  during 
the  three  days  of  the  patient’s  labour.  This 
was  related  to  me,  by  a perfon  who  affifled  in 
the  delivery. 
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An  accoucheur  near  London  was  called  to 
a lady  who  had  previouhy  fent  for  her  mid- 
wife, but  who  was  taken  with  a hemorrhage 
before  her  arrival  ; but,  ftrange  to  tell,  he 
would  do  nothing,  becaufe  the  hufband 
would  not  fend  for  another  7«(3/(r-midwife, 
though  the  woman  was  in  very  dangerous 
circumftances  owing  to  delay  ; and  had  not 
the  midwife,  who  related  the  cafe  to  me,  ar- 
rived in  time  to  fave  her,  flie  muft  have  died 
very  foon.  ^ 

A hemorrhage  you  know,  Sir,  does  not 
always  allow  the  operator  to  wait  for  advice, 
before  he  fets  about  the  delivery,  as  fuch 
delay  may  prove  fatal ; therefore  this  gen- 
tleman’s conduft  was  reprehenfible. 

A gentleman  who  runs  through  a great 
deal  of  bufinefs,  was  befpoke  to  attend  a v;o- 
man  in  my  neighbourhood ; when  he  ar- 
rived, he  turned  the  child,  faying,  it  pre- 
fented  wrong,  and  then  went  away  : he  re- 
turned in  an  hour  and  a hall,  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  mother’s  pains  had  expelled  the 
child. 

He  attended  another  woman  of  her  firfl 
child,  and  (ha\  ing  an  engagement  to  fpend 

his 
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his  evening  from  home)  he  forcibly  opened 
the  woman’s  parts,  infiead  of  waiting  the  ef- 
fect of  the  pains,  which  caufed  a prolapsus 
vAGiN/E*  after  delivery, and  an  inrufferable 
forenefs  in  the  parts,  wliich  flie  has  not  yet 
recovered,  being  ftill  fiibjeCt  to  the  prolaplus. 
Another  time  when  he  was  in  a hurry,  he 
would  not  wait  till  the  placenta  was  expelled, 
but  tore  it  away  in  lefs  than  15  minutes  af- 
ter the  foetus  was  born. 

Was  his  condubt  juftifiable  in  any  of  the 
three  cafes,  Sir  ? the  firft  was  told  to  my  wjfe 
by  the  woman  herfelf,  and  the  other  two  I 
cannot  be  miftaken  in,  being  in  the  houfe 
WHEN  and  WHERE  they  happened. 

A Doblor  was  fent  for  by  a midwife  to  de- 
liver a poor  woman,  who  could  not  expel  the 
child  after  the  head  had  entered  the  pelvis ; 

he  afleed,  why  Dr. , who  lived  nearer,  was 

not  applied  to  ; the  meffenger  faid,  he  was 
from  home,  and  would  not  return  till  the 
next  day;  ‘ the  woman  mud  wait  till  he  does 
‘ return’  (anfwered  the  tender Doc- 
tor) ‘ for  1 will  not  go  out  of  my  neighbour- 
‘ hood.’  Another  gentleman  was  procured, 

who 

* Dsfcent  of  ths  vagina  through  the  external  lips. 


( 102  ) 

who  delivered  her  of  a dead  child  with  hfs 
forceps,  which  he  affured  me,  might  have 
been  faved  by  timely  affiftance. 

I fhall  now  quote  a few  cafes  from  t)r. 
Smellie’s  works.  ‘ In  the  year  1750,  I was 
‘ called  by  a midwife  to  a very  fat  woman, 

* near  the  age  of  forty  in  labour  of  her  firO: 

‘ child.  The  patient’s  friends  (being  uneafy) 

I * had  fent  for  a ge,ptleman  of  the  profeffion, 

* who,  in  attempting  to  deliver  the  patient, 

* faid  he  had  broke  his  injiruments,  and 
‘ went  home  to  fetch  another  ; but  inftead 
‘ of  returning,  he  fent  a melTage,  importing, 
‘ that  he  was  obliged  to  go  and  attend  another 

* patient. 

* The  head  advanced,  and  the  woman  was 

* delivered  in  about  half  an  hour  after  I ar- 
‘ rived.  There  was  a fmall  opening  through 
‘ one  of  the  parietal  bones  of  the  child's 

* flcull;  yet  none  of  the  cerebrum  was  evacu- 

* ated,  though  a g-reat  deal  of  blood  was  dif- 
‘ charged,,  notwithftanding  the  application 
‘ of  proper  com prelfes ; and  the  poor  child 

' * DIED  moaning,  in  five  or  fix  hours  after 

* its  birth.’  See  Col.  16,  No.  1,  Cafe  3. 
Another  bleffed  elfedt  of  ?«fl?i-midwifery  I 

the. 
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the  child  was  killed  by  ufing  a force  upon  its 
head  which  broke  the  inftrument;  and  after 
the  ruffian  had  left  the  mother  to  die,  for 
the  fake  or  getting  a better  fee,  the  child  was 
expelled  by— nature  only.  ‘ But  the 

* fillet  having  galled  and  torn  part  of  the 

* hairy  scalp  from  the  occiput,  was  the  oc- 
‘ cafion  of  a violent  inflammation,  of  which 
‘ the  child  died  in  a few  days.  The  mother, 

‘ however,  recovered  tolerably  well;  and 
‘ fince  that  time  has  had  pretty  eafy  labours.’ 

‘ Dr.  Smellie  tells  us  this  child  alfo  was  born 
by  the  efforts  of  nature,  though  it  loft  its  life 
by  the  fillet,  which  Dr.  Smellie  repriman- 
ded the  operator  privately  for  ufing  jTo  unfea- 
fonably.  See  Col.  i6,  No.  i.  Cafe  2. 

But  Dofifors  take  care  to  publifli  the  er- 
rors of  midwives  as  much  as  poffible. 

‘ She  had  been  attended  by  a perfon  of 
‘ NO  education  or  prafilice  in  midwifery; 

* who  finding  the  membranes  broken,  ima- 

* gined  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  promote  the 

* delivery  wuth  all  poffible  expedition  ; and 
‘ with  that  view,  fatigued  the  patient  excef- 
'*  fively.  by  ordering  her  to  walk  about  and 

* bear  down  with  all  her  force  at  every  in- 

‘ confiderable 
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* confiderable  pain.’ Coll.  15,  No.  3,  Cafe  2, 
In  the  following  cafe  he  fays,  ‘ Soon  after 

* this  occafron,  I was  called  to  a labour  by 

* agendema?i  of  very  little  experience  in 
‘ the  practice  of  midwifery.  See.’  * 1 con- 

* eluded  that  the  labour  bad  been  rendered 
' tedious  from  the  premature  rupture  of  the 

* membranes,  I then  gave  the  gentleman  a 
‘ friendly  advice  in  private,  Sec.' 

The  next  cafe  but  one  he  mentions  a 
woman  who  nearly  loft  her  life,  by  being 
OBLIGED  to  have  male  aftiftance,  as  Ihe 
'would  not  fuffer  him  to  examine  her  without 
great  relubtance,  and  would  by  no  means 
fuffer  him  to  draw  off  her  urine,  which  fhe 
could  not  pafs.  She  permitted  him  to  do  it 
•after  delivery,  when  it  was  obftrufted  three 
days,  and  for  eight  weeks  afterwards  flie 
loft  the  power  of  retention.  ‘ As  for  the 
‘ child,  (fays  he)  it  was  probably  loft  by  her 

* timorous  difpohtion.’  By  het  mode/l  difpo- 
fition  he  means;  for  flie  could  not  fubmit  to 
unneceffary  male  help,  being  repugnant  to 
human  nature. 

There  are  yet  a Jew  women,  who  have 
not  been  whirled  into  the Ja/hionable  vortex. 

The 
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The  two  former  cafes  prove  that  there  are 
ignorant  men  as  well  as  women,  though 
females  think  themfelves  fafe  in  men’s  hands 
only.  Indeed,  I wifli  all  men  were  as  ig- 
norant of  the  management  of  natural  labours 
as  thefe  two  were;  for  they  ought  to  be 
attended  by  women  only. 

Dr.  Smellie  gives  an  account  of  an  infant’s 
head  being  inhumanly  opened  (Coll.  31, 
Cafe  18,)  at  Sudbury.  The  following  are  a 
few  extrabls  from  the  letter  which  he  received 
concerning  the  tranfaftion;  and  from  his  an- 
fwer  thereto. 

The  letter  was  from  Mdfrs.  B.  & L.  dated 
B.  1751. 

‘ A cafe  which  happened  at  Sudbury  lafl; 

* Friday  or  Saturday,  attended  with  the  fol- 

* lowing  circumltances ; which  we  fliall  very 
‘ fairly  and  juftly  relate,  partly  from  the 
‘ teftimony  of  the  midwife  attending,  who 
‘ had  delivered  her  before,  and  is  in  very 
‘ good  repute  in  thefe  parts,  and  partly  from 
‘ our  common  knowledge  of  the  woman’s 
‘ appearance;  to  wit,  fhe  is  rather  robuft, 

* STRONG  conftitution,  large,  straight, 
^ and  feemingly  quite  well  proportioned. 

^ She 
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* She  was  in  labour  about  fix  or  feven  hours ; 

‘ pains  pretty  fevere,  but  not  very  frequent, 

‘ nor  any  figns  of  flooding;  at  which  time  ' 

* flie  fends  for  one  who  pretends  to  praflife  , 
‘ midwifery,  (more  from  impatience  and 

* inclination  than  any  fort  of  neceflity,)  who 

* fancied  as  foon  as  he  came,  that  fome- 

* thing  mull  immediately  be  done,  and  there- 

* fore  proceeded  to  fhow  bis  inimitable  dex- 
‘ terity,  by  making  the  wound  you  now  fee 
‘^with  a common  pair  of  fciffars.  as  foon  as 
‘ he  could  poflibly  reach  the  unhappy 
‘ babe;  which  came  into  the  world  a most 

‘ SHOCKING  BLEEDING  VICTIM,  &C.’ 

‘ We  cannot  fee  any  material  ufe  this 
‘ opening  could  be  of;  as  no  crotchet  was 
‘ employed,  the  contents  not  evacuated,  nor 
' the  opening  large  enough  for  the  futures  to 
‘ collapfemuch  ; he  at  lafl;  bringing  it  along 
^ with  only  his  fingers.’ 

The  following  is  part  of  Dr.  S.’s  anfwer. 

* I cannot  help  thinking  with  you,  that 
“ the  gentleman  has  been  a little  too  hafty  in 
‘ the  operation.  The  woman  had  been  fafely 
‘ delivered  before,'  at  this  time  was  ftrong, 
^ had  flrong  pains,  only  fix  hours  in  labour, 

‘ the 
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‘ the  head  when  opened  coming  along  only 

* with  the  afliftance  of  his  fingers  in  the  open- 

* ing.  The  gentleman  either  from  great 

* ignorance  of  his  profeffion,  or  hurry  of 

* other  bufinefs,  which  laft  is  a moll  fhocking 
‘ reafon,  did  certainly  a£l  the  part  of  a b ad 

* accoucheur.’  This  child  then  was  evident- 
ly loft  (like  many  others)  from  the  mother’s 
impatience  and  inclination  to  have  a man  call- 
ed in. 

He  informs  us,  cafe  27  of  the  fame  col- 
Ie6lion,  that  a gentleman  near  London  ufed 
his  forceps  prematurely,  and  lamented  that 
he 'WdiS  frequently  io  operate,  before 

it  was  abfolutely  neceiTary,  owing  to  a hurry 
of  other  bufinefs. 

Col.  27,  No.  2,  Cafe  6,  Dr.  Smellie  re- 
lates the  death  of  a woman,  the  fecond  morn- 
ing after  her  delivery  of  a ftil'-born  child. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  both  died,  if  wc  re- 
flefil  a moment  on  Dr.  Smellie’s  anfwer  to 
the  cafe.  ‘ No  doubt  (fays  he)  /fhouldhave 

* been  tempted  perhaps  even  to  ufe  as  great 

* force  as  you  did,  when  there  was  fo  good  a 
‘ ho-ld  ; but  yet  you  may  coafider  how  MUCH 
^ the  foft  parts  of  a woman  must  fuffer,  by 

^ BENDING 
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< BENDING  so  STRONG  an  inftrument  again  ft 
‘ them,  AS  THE  BLADE  you  fent  me.’ 

Thefe  are  the  confequences  of  employing 
men  for  fafety  ! 

Col.  49,  Cafe  2,  No.  1,  Dr.  Smellie  men- 
tions a child  being  ftill-born,  and  a woman 
thrown  into  convulfions  by  the  man-midwife 
giving  her  too  much  opium;  and  that  the 
faid  operator  fcolded  the  hufband  for  calling 
• Am  in,  and  damned  all  mid  wives  for  igno- 
rant b s. 

In  the  preceding  cafe,  he  defcribes  a quar- 
rel in  a labour  room;  between  one  male 
operator  who  did  not  know  how  to  manage 
a natural  labour,  and  another,  who  by  art 
and  cunning  had  got  a name  amongft  the 
lower  fort  of  patients. 

In  the  fucceeding  cafe,  he  mentions  Dr.  C. 
who  being  over  officious  (when  called  in  by 
a midwife}  would  examine  every  things  and 
called  out  that  the  woman  was  tore,  being 
delivered  before  he  arrived.  He  went  and 
drefted  the  parts  every  day.  ‘ Unluckily  for 
‘ this  novice  in  the  art  (fays  Dr.  Smellie} 

‘ the  fame  accident,  to  amuch  greater  degree, 

‘ happened  to  himfelf  a little  after ; the  mid- 

‘ wife 
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^ wife  heard  of  this  incident,  on  which  flic 
‘ hunted  him  out,  and  attacked  him  every 

* where,  upbraiding  him  with  being  guilty 
^ in  REALITY  of  what  he  bad  villanoufly 

* and  FALSELY  laid  to  her  charge.’ 

In  the  laft  cafe,  he  fays,  * A gentleman 

* many  years  ago,  made  a great  bullle,  got 
‘ into  a confiderable  (hare  of  low  and  niid- 
‘ dling  praftice  by  taking  low  prices.  He 
‘ abufed  the  midwives,  right  or  wrong, 

‘ where  ver  he  was  called.’  ‘ Frequently,  m- 
‘ [lead  of  -waiting  in  lingering  cafes,  where 
‘ the  head  prefented  right,  he  turned  the 
‘ child,  and  brought  it  by  the  feet ; by  which 
‘ method  both  mother  and  child  were  oftem 
‘ loft.’ 

‘ Neverthelefs  he  gained  fome  credit  by 
‘ exaggerating  and  making  cafes  appear  def-^ 

‘ perate  to  thofe  concerned.’  ‘ To  my  cer- 
‘ tain  knowledge,  he  w^as  thus  the  occafioii 
‘ of  MANY  bad  cafes.’ 

Col.  41,  Cafe  2,  No.  6,  he  fays,  ‘ Every 
‘ thing  was  in  a right  way  for  a safe  de-, 
‘ livery ; but  as  the  cafe  was  tedious  and 
‘ lingering,  both  the  wom.an  and  her  friends 
‘ were  impatient,  and  had  fent  for  an  old 
F ‘ hlund-_ 
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* blundering  pretender  in  that  neighbour- 

* hood,  who  told  the  patient,  that  (he  was  in 
‘ the  utmoft  danger,  if  fhe  was  not  imme- 
« diately  delivered.  He  faid,  he  hoped  he 
‘ could  fave  her  life,  but  the  child  was  dead 
‘ already.  The  woman’s  pains  had  been 
‘ vigorous;  but  thefe  difmal  operations 
‘ frightened  her  fo  much,  that  when  I arrived, 
‘ they  were  quite  gone  off.  After  conver- 

* fing  with  the  patient,  we  (all  five)  went  into 

* another  room,  where  the  parties  began  to 

* quarrel : I called  the  old  blundering  prac- 
‘ titioner  afide,  and  told  him  my  opinion, 
‘ that  the  woman  was  in  no  danger;  but  by 

* time  and  patience  1 hoped  would  be  fafely 
« delivered.  Nay,J-4drt’eatened  to  have  him 
‘ called  before  the  college,  if  he  injijled  on 

* any  violent  operation.  The  midwife 

* delivered  her  safely  next  day.’ 

Coll.  40,  No.  1,  Cafe  6,  Dr.  Smellie  fays, 
c I was  indeed  told  by  feveral  gentlemen  of 

* the  profefTion,  of  an  old  rough  prahlitioner 
« at  fome  diftance  from  London,  who,  when 
« called  in  laborious  cafes,  delivers  imme- 
« diately  with  crotchet  or  forceps;  tears  the 

‘ partS'i 
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® parts^  ftitches  them  up,  and,  as  the  common 

* phrafe  is,  makes  furgeons  work’ 

And  are  there  no  men-midwives  whoa^?^ 
operators,  right  or  wrong,  now?  Yes, 
they  are  fare  to  fhow  their  difapprobation. 
of  what  a woman  has  done,  by  knitting  their 
brows,  or  fhaking  their  heads,  when  called 
in,  though  fhe  has  done  exaftly  what  they 
themfelves  ufually  do  in  the  fame  cafe.  But 
(as  Dr.  Ofborn  fays)  if  any  untoward  circum- 
ftance  happens  by  their  own  mifmanagement, 
they  always  attribute  it  to  the  original  dif- 
ficulty of  the  cafe,  as  no  woman  is  called  in 
to  detedl  them,  and  they  z\\gz.ys  jujlify  each 
other,  RIGHT  OR  wrong. 

Yes,  and  there  are  many  ignorant  male 
midwives  Jlill,  according  to  Dr.  Ofborn’s 
account,  who  fays,  page  471,  ‘ A very,  and 

* TOO  general  method  is,  for  the  fludentsto 
‘ defer  their  attendance  on  midwifery  lec- 
‘ tures,  till  they  are  ready  to  return  into  the 

* country,  and  then  they  hurry  through  a 
‘ fingle  courfe,  and  often,  I am  afraid,  are' 

* JatisJicd  with  the  Jlight  and  loofe  accounts  oj 

* the  theory  and  practice  of  midwifery,  inter- 

F 2 ‘ 
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* profejfors  of  anatomy.'  Dr. 

- relates  the  following  circumftance  in' 

his  leftures,  which  clearly  proves  that  Dr. 
Ofborn  is  not  millaken  in  this  point: 

‘ A gentleman,  who  had  juft  fetup  in  the 
‘ country,  being  called  to  a labour;  after 
‘ examining  the  patient,  faid,  It  is  well  you 
‘ fent  for  me,  this  being  a new  cafe,  juft 
‘ found  out  in  London,  which  no  one  here- 

* about  underftands.- 

‘ He  then  ran  down  ftairs  to  fee  hishorfe 
‘ put  in  the  ftable,  but  he  had  not  reached 
‘ the  ftable,  when  the  nurfe  called  him  back 
‘ to  take  the  child,  which  Nature  had  fo  foon 
‘ expelled.’ 

Thus  we  perceive,  this  ignorant  impoftor, 
who  had  juft  examined  the  patient,  did  not 
know  any  thing  about  the  pretended  new 
cafe,  or  he  durft  not  have  left  the  woman, 
at  the  very  moment  he  ought  to  have  fup- 
ported  her  perinaeum. 

But  how  many  fuch  blunderers  have  got 
into  practice,  by  running  down  midwives, 
and  fubftituting  bombaftical  effrontery  for 
knowledge  ? 

Permit  me  now  to  dire£l  your  attention  to 

page 
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page  9 of  your  letters,  where  you  fay  of  the 
Cefarean  operation,  ‘ This,  like  many  other 
* falutary  inftitutions,  has  been  Mucuabufed, 

‘ and  in  many  cafes  mproperly  and  iVijudi- 
‘ cioufly  employed  ; for  fome  of  the  women 
‘ whofurvived  theoperation,were  afterwards 
‘ SAFELY  delivered  of  living  children.’ 

And  pray,  Sir,  is  this  injudicious  and  im- 
proper condufl,  in  a cafe  where  a woman’s 
life  is  at  flake,  a recommendation  to  male 
praftice  in  midwifery  ? 

In  the  cale  of  Charlotte  Gray,  you  fay, 
page  103,  fhe  was  delivered  by  Embrvulcia; 
and  that  her  pelvis  was  nearly  three  inches 
in  the  tranfverfe  diameter  of  the  brim.  This, 
Sir,  is  the  fame  fize  as  Nelly  Sanderfon’s 
pelvis  (fee  page  115),  who,  being  forty  years 
old,  expelled  a child,  whofe  head  was  three 
inches  and  three-quarters  wide.  And  you 
own  that  Charlotte  Gray’s  child  was  expelled 
by  the  natural  pains  alone,  without  any  arti- 
Jicial  ajfijlance,  a very  few  minutes  after  the 
head  had  been  opened. 

Now,  Sir,  I would  leave  it  to  you  to  de- 
termine, whether  Mrs.  Gray’s  child  might 
not  have  not  been  born  alive,  if  Ihe  had  been 
F 3 attended 
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attended  by  a common  midwife,  poSefTed  of 
no  art  but  that  which  nature  diftates ; of  no 
inftrument  but  her  hand.  For  it  feems  her 
pains  alone  expelled  one  child,  which  pre- 
fented  with  the  breech  (fee  page  109)  and 
her  next  child  was  born  (by  the  efforts  of 
nature)  alive.  Page  19,  you  fay,  your  fe- 
cond  edition  of  The  Outlines  of  the  Theory 
and  Praftice  of  Midwifery,  was  * To  an- 

* nounce  thofe  changes  in  my  opinions  on 
‘ praftical  fubjefts,  which  the  additional  ex- 
‘ perience  of  fome  years,  and  a conflant, 
‘ careful  attention  to  the  laws  of  nature,  had 

* occafioned.’ 

I would  afk  you.  Sir,  how  many  hundred 
male  pupils  you  qualified  for  praftice,  during 
the  time  that  you  taught  midwifery,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  nature  ? And  alfo  how  much 
mifchief  they  did  by  following  your  un- 
natural rules  ? 

You  fay,  page  153,  * Dr.  Lowder  mentions, 

• in  hisleftures,  that  he  was  once  called  to  a 
‘ cafe,  where  ^young  praflitioner  had  opened 

the  head.  'Dr.  Lowder  delivered  the  pa- 
‘ dent  with  the  lever;  the  mangled  child 

• lived  two  days.  La  Motte  alfo  mentions 

‘ fome 


‘ fome  fimllar  cafes.'  Dr.  Lowder  did  not 
tell  the  child’s  parents,  that  the  young  ope- 
rator killed  it,  I warrant;  but  had  a midwife 
done  it,  the  whole  town  muft  have  heard  of 
it  in  a few  hours. 

In  the  next  letter  I fhall  defire  your  at- 
tention to  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Souchot,  at  Paris, 
which  gave  the  humane  operators,  Sigault 
and  Le  Roy,  an  opportunity  of  trying  their 
JirJl  experiment  of  dividing  the  Symphyfis 
pubis,  on  a — living  woman.  At  prefent  • 


I have  the  honour  to  See. 
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LETTER  XI 


SIR, 


E are  informed  by  Dr.  Ofborn,  that 


Mrs.  SoLichot  had  four  children  ftill- 
born,  and  fell  into  labour  the  fifth  time, 
Sept.  30,  1777.  In  the  labours  preceding 
this,  Monfieur  Sigault  propofed,  firft,  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  fymphyfis,  and  then  the  Cefa- 
rean  operation,  with  a view  of  faving  the 
child;  but  both  were  rejeffed  by  ten  ac- 
coucheurs, phyficians,  and  furgeons ; and  the 
child  wSs  turned  with  great  difficulty,  and 
afterwards  brought  dead  into  the  world. 
The  compajfionate  Sigault  then  wiffied  to  open 
the  woman,  or  to  divide  her  ffiare-bone ; 
and  what  is  equally  fingular,  * the  event  of 
‘ that  labour’ (fays  Dr,  Ofborn)  ‘determined 
‘ Monfieur  Sigault  on  this  occafion’  (alluding 
to  Sept  30)  ‘ to  perform  the  feflion  without 
* confultation.’  Although  this  fourth  child 
was  born  (no  thanks  to  him)  by  the  aid  of 
turning  only^  without  opening  its  head. 

But  to  return  to  the  affair  of  the  30th  of 
Sept.  Meffrs.  Sigault  and  Le  Roy  having 


determined 
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determined  to  perform  the  new-fangled  ope- 
ration, did  not  take  much  time  to  confider 
thereon ; for  they  aftually  divided  the  pa- 
tient’s ftiare-bone  in  the  beginning  of  the 
labour,  before  the  membranes  broke  *.  Pro- 
bably they  were  afraid  of  waiting  longer, 
left  her  pains  fhould  expel  the  child,  and 
difappoint  them  of  executing  their  humane 
purpofe ; indeed  fueh  an  event  might  have 
taken  place  , efpecially  as  her  former  chil- 
dren’s heads  had  pafled  through  the  pelvis,, 
without  being  reduced;  and  (fays  Dr.  Of- 
born)  ‘ Monfieur  Piet  farther  ftates,  that  the 
‘ children  of  Souchot,  in  her  former  labours, 
‘ were  large,  while  the  child  of  which  flic 
‘ was  delivered  by  the  divifion  of  the  fyin.-- 

* phyfis,  was  fo  fmall,  as  to  have  eafily  been 

* cxtrafted  with  the  forceps.’ 

Thus  it  is  evident  this  cruei  operation,  was 
performed  unneceflarily  ; and  although  Mrs. 
Souchot  had  a hair’s  breadth  efcape  from 
death  in  the  month,  by  a puerperal  fever,, 
in  confequence  of  fuch  a fhocking  wound, 
and  had  her  bladder,  or  her  meatus  urin- 

Fd 

* See  Dr«  Ofborn’s  Eflays,  page  304, 


anus. 
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arius  fo  wounded  in  the  operation,  as  td 
have  her  urine  run  froni  her  ever  after, 
whether  fitting  or  {landing,  the  inventor  of 
this  new-fafhioned  cruelty  was  rewarded 
with  a penfion,  and  the  operation  was  often 
repeated  to  the  lofs  of  both  mothers  and 
children ; notwithftanding  it  was  frequently 
proved  (by  dividing  the  fymphyfis  of  dead 
bodies)  that  not  more  than  one  or  two 
lines  could  be  gained  in  the  capacity  of  the 
pelvis,  as  there  was  nearly  as  much  loft  at 
the  facroiliac  joints  (by  being  forced  in- 
wards) as  there  was  gained  by  opening  the 
fymphyfis  pubis;  to  fay  nothing  about  the 
wounding  of  the  foft  parts,  by  the  knife; 
by  preflure  againft  the  divided  edges  of,  the 
almoft  ofiified  fymphyfis  (when  women  are 
turned  of  forty) ; and  alfo  by  pinching  them 
between  either  the  feparated  pofterior  joints, 
or  the  two  pubes,  on  re-uniting  them  by  a 
ligature  ; I fay,  notwithftanding  thefe  dread- 
ful inconveniencies  were  proved  on  dead 
bodies,  it  was  afterwards  performed  to  the 
lofs  of  both  mothers  and  children ; for  as 
little  or  nothing  could  be  gained  in  the  en- 
largement of  the  pelvis,  the  operator  was 

frequently 


frequently  obliged  to  reduce  the  child's 
head,  ajter  dividing  the  mother’s  fhare-bone. 

It  is  reafonable  to  think,  the  operation 
fhould  have  been  tried  on  dead  bodies 
order  to  prove  how  much  could  be  gained*. 
This  was  done,  after  fo  muchinjury  had  been 
done  to  living  ones,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  at 
Paris,  Aug.  15,  1772.  The  relater  of  the 
proceedings,  fays,  fpeaking  of  the  fliort  dia- 
meter of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  before  the 
fymphyfis  was  divided,  • Nous  nous  affura- 

* mes,  par  divers  procedes,  de  la  longeur  du 
‘ petit  diametre  du  detroit  fuperieur,  que 
‘ nous  n’evaluames  qu’a  un  pouce  huit 
‘ lignes.’  He  afterwards  fays,  (the  fymphyfis 
being  divided)  ‘Pour  le  porter  a deux  pouces 
‘ etdemi,  il  fallut  tirer  Jortement  furies  han- 

* ches.’  Think  what  a living  woman  muft 
have  fuffered  by  all  this  force ! and  after 
all,  little  more  than  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
was  gained ; fo  that  it  required  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  three  of  the  gentlemen,  to  force  the 

F 6 child’s 

■*  If  Monf.  Sigault  did  do  this,  his  oblervations  there- 
on muft  have  been  very  fuper^cial  indeed,  which  the  fol- 
lowing quotation  proves. 
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child’s  head  into  the  pelvis;  which  would 
have  killed  it,  if  it  had  been  alive. 

' Mrs.  Blandin,’  (fays  Dr.  Ofborn,  page 
413)  * was  delivered  ol’a  dead  child,  by  Mr. 

* Sigault,  in  1779,  by  means  of  this  operation, 

* and  was  the  following  year  delivered  na- 
‘ TV  RALLY  of  a i.iv  iNG  child,  by  Mrs.  Be- 
‘ lami,  a midwife,  at  Paris,  who  had  been 
‘ fent  for  to  attend  her  in  confequence  of 

* Mr.  Sigault’s  refufal,  unlefs  he  was  again 

* permitted  to  repeat  the  fame  operation. 

* After  reading  an  account  of  the  preceding 
‘ dreadful  cafes,  one  cannot  help  feeling  and 

* lamenting  the  fituation  of  this  poor  woman, 

* who  befides  the  present  pain,  and  cer- 
‘ TAIN  iuconveniencies  attending  the  feftion, 
‘ was  cruelly  expofed  to  the  rifle  of  fuff'ering,, 
‘ in  future,  the  moft  painful  fymptoras,  and 

* EXTREME  danger,  without  the  slightest 
‘ reafon  or  the  smallest  neceffity ; and  all 

to  gratify  a wanton  predilection  for  this 

* new-fangled  operation.*" 

And  yet,  fo  ready  are  accoucheurs  to  ex- 
cufe  each  other’s  wanton  predileBions,  that 
Dr.  Ofborn,  in  his.  coo/  moments,  fays,  page 
72^  * The  feClion  or  divifion  of  the  fymphy- 

‘ fis 
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® fis  pubis,  has  lately  been  invented,  and 
« performed,  at  Paris,  for  that  purpofe,  with 
^ fome  ingenuity  and  much  humanity,  by 
‘ Monfieur  Sigault.’ 

Much  humanity  truly ! I (hall  take  further 
notice  of  Dr.  Ofborn’s  curious  logic,  by  and 
by ; in  the  mean  time,  I wifh  to  give  him  the 
utmoft  credit,  for  all  he  has  faid  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  preventing  cruel  and  unnecelTary 
operations;  and  wifh  it  may  have  its  due 
elFe6l  upon  his  obftetric  brethren.  Surely 
we  ought  to  lament  the  want  of  ingenuity 
and  humanity  among  midwives^  who  are 
obliged  to  deliver  their  patients  in  the  old- 
fafhioned  way,  without  cutting  their  fhare- 
bones  in  two.  Wifhing  to  fee  a fpeedy 
obftetric  reform, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 


LET- 
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LETTER  XII. 

SIR, 

T SHALL  now  confider  the  merits  of  Dr. 
”*■  Lowder’s famous,  Lever. 

Page  105,  you  fay,  ‘ This  inftrument 

* being  different  in  form  from  that  defcribed 
‘ by  M.  Herbiniaux,  Dr.  Bland,  and  Dr. 
‘ Denman,  pofTeffes  different  powers,  and  is 
‘ employed  in  a different  manner;  hence 

* the  objeffions  which  I offered  againfl  the 

* ufe  of  the  Lever,  previous  to  1791,  I have 

* found  totally  obviated  by  it.  You  will 

* therefore  perceive,  that  the  arguments 
‘ which  you’  (meaning  Dr.  Ofborn)  ‘ have, 
‘ with  fo  MUCH  PROPRIETY,  Urged  againfl 
‘ the  inftrument  of  thefe  gentlemen,  are per- 
^ fedly  inapplicahle  to  it.  As  my  fon  ori- 
‘ ginally  ufed  it  by  the  recommendation  of 

* Dr.  Lowder,  and  has  fince  repeatedly  had 
‘ recourfe  to  ity  from  his  own  experience  of 

* its  utilityy  I fliall  leave  him  the  taflc  of 

* making  its  advantages  publicly  known.’ 

Dr.  Ofborn  has  done  ample  juftice  to  the 
fubjeH,  by  proving  that  it  is  impoffible  to  ufe 
the  lever  in  any  cafe  where  an  inftrument  is 

really 
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really  wanting,  without  wounding  the  mother 
or  child,  or  both;  and  alfo  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  mifchief  already  done  by  it,  it  is 
ftill  frequently  and  clandeftinely  ufed  ; there- 
fore I fhall  be  brief  in  difcuffing  this  par- 
ticular. 

A lever  is  certainly  capable  of  raijing  a 
body  ; but  be  its  form  what  it  may,  it  is  not 
capable  of  forcing  it  forwards,  when  the  re- 
fiftance  is  confiderable. 

Hence  pinchers  are  ufed  to  draw  nails  out 
of  wood,  in  preference  to  a fcrew-driver. 
And  when  it  can  be  accompliflied  by  the 
latter,  the  preffure  on  the  head  of  the  nail, 
and  alfo  on  that  part  of  the  wood  which  be- 
comes the  fulcrum,  is  exadlly  equal  to  the 
refinance.  This  may  be  very  juftly  applied 
to  the  ufe  of  the  lever,  in  order  to  deliver  a 
child’s  head.  The  lever  may  prefs  the  fore- 
head againft  the  reftum,  when  applied  to  the 
occiput  in  a natural  prefentation,  and  vice 
verja.  But  this  does  not  remove  the  difficulty; 
and  indeed  it  cannot  be  removed  (if  it  be  a 
REAL  enclavement)  without  compreffing  the 
head,  which  the  lever  has  no  power  to  do, 
though  the  forceps  have. 


Again, 
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Again,  however  great  the  difficulty,,  ths 
preffure  of  the  lever  on  the  child’s  head  is 
in  proportion  thereto ; fo  that  whenever  the 
difficulty  is  too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the 
labour  pains,  the  lever  cannot  remove  it 
without  wounding  the  child,  if  not  the  mother 
alfo. 

The  mother’s  foft  parts  are  often  wounded 
by  making  them  a fulcrum  for  the  inftru^ 
ment;  and  without  a fulcrum  it  cannot  be 
ufed  with  any  confiderable  degree  of  power- 

If  the  operator  ufe  his  left  hand  for  a ful- 
crum, it  has  not  fufficient  power  for  that 
purpofe,  unlefs  he  be  as  ftrong  as  Sarafon  ; 
belides,  the  woman’s  perinaeum  muft  be  torn, 
if  he  take  his  hand  away  from  it,  to  ufe  it  as 
a fulcrum  to  the  lever..  Therefore  the  lever 
cannot  be  ufed  (in  cafes  of  real  neceffity) 
without  wounding  the  w'oman’s  foft  parts,  or 
caufing  her  perinaeum  to  be  torn  ; in  which 
cafe  ffie  will  he  miferable  ever  after. 

And  yet  forae  authors  boaft  of  having 
ufed  it  above  a thoufand  times. 

I ffiall  next  confider,  why  this  inftrument 
is  fo  often  ufed,  when  there  is  no  difficulty 
at  all,  the  labour  pafns  being  fufficient  to  ac- 

complilh. 
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eompUni  the  expulfion  withoat  the  fmalleft 
inftrumental  aid. 

This  inllrument  is  very  portable,  having 
(in  its  improved  ftate)  a joint  between  the 
handle  and  blade,  fo  that  the  operator  can 
carry  it  in  his  pocket  to  every  labour,  and 
can  ufe  it  clandeftineiy  whenever  he  pleafes. 
When  the  labour  is  lingering,  and  the  doc- 
tor expefts  to  be  called  to  another,  before  it 
is  likely  to  be  finifiied  by  the  labour  pains,  he 
pulls  the  lever  flily  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
moves  the  head  this  way  and  that  way,  till 
it  enters  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  thus 
the  inftruraent  does  that  which  nature 
WOULD  do,  provided  the  dodlor  had  pati- 
ence to  wait  nature’s  time.  And  the  con- 
fequence  often  is  the  wounding  the  child’s 
head  by  the  fteel  blade,  and  perhaps  the 
mother  alfo. 

Thus  we  perceive  the  lever  may  (by  run- 
ning a dreadful  riflt)  affift  the  head  to  defcend 
into  a pelvis  which  is  large  and  well  formed, 
but  it  cannot  force  it  out  of  the  pelvis 
when  it  fticks  there;  and  in  this  way  we  can 
account  for  its  having  been  ufed  ten  or 
twelve  hundred  times  by  one  operator,  as 

no 
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no  one  man  has  ever  met  with  one  hundred 
cafes  that  require  inftrumental  affiftance,  be* 
caufe  Nature  alone  (if  left  to  herfelf)  expels 
the  foetus  994  times  in  1000*. 

There  is  a child  in  my  neighbourhood, 
whofe  face  is  fhockingly  disfigured  by  the 
doftor’s  ufing  a lever  at  its  birth  ; I have  not 
feen  it,  but  was  told  by  a perfon  to  whom 
the  mother  related  it,  that  one  eye  was  put 
out,  and  a large  gafli  cut  near  the  corner  of 
the  child’s  mouth. 

It  is  not  long  fince  I heard  a medical 
gentleman  fay,  he  knew  feveral  children 
with  cuts  on  different  parts  of  their  faces  by 
the  fame  means,  and  he  heartily  wiflied  it 
were  a rule  to  fearch  the  pockets  of  ac- 
coucheurs before  they  enter  the  labour- 
room,  believing  that  a week  never  paffed, 
but  great  injury  was  done  to  mothers  and 
children  by  the  lever. 

Some  years  fince  a friend  of  mine  dif- 
ciiarged  a great  doctor,  who  is  a very  great 
advocate  for  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever,  becaufe  his 
children’s  heads  came  into  the  world  bruifed  j 

his 


■*  See  Smcllie’s  DIvifion  of  Labours,  Sec.  5. 
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his  wife  has  had  feveral  children  fince,  but 
their  heads  have  not  been  bruifed. 

It  is  evident  then,  that  the  lever  is  ufed 
unneceffarily  and  clandeflinely  to  fave  time, 
fo  it  is  done  for  the  convenience  of  the  doc- 
tor, and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient; 
as  file  or  her  child  must  pay  dearly  for  the 
duration  of  labour  pains  being  fiiortened. 
I confefs  the  left  hand  may  be  made  the 
fulcrum  before  the  child’s  head  reaches  the 
perinaeum,  becaufe  it  does  not  want  fupport 
till  then;  but  the  perinaeum  may  be  torn,  by 
the  preffure  of  the  narrow  part  of  the  lever 
againfi;  it. 

Let  us  alfo  confider,  what  mifchief  is 
OFTEN  done,  by  forcing  a fteel  inftrument 
BLINDLY  into  the  uterus.  If  the  operator 
be  not  well  acquainted  with  the  futures  on 
the  head,  it  is  impoffible  to  avoid  wounding 
it.  When  the  anterior  fontanel  prefents,  the 
point  of  the  lever  may  Aide  into  it,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  care  of  the  operator;  and  if 
he  ufe  much  force,  he  may  foon  cut  through 
the  tender  fcalp,  break  down  the  longitudi- 
nal finus,  and  plunge  the  Heel  through  the 
dura  and  pia  mater  into  the  helplefs  infant’s 

brain. 
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brain.  When  much  force  is  ufed  on  the 
head,  after  it  has  entered  the  pelvis,  and  the 
cranial  bones  are  overlapped,  it  is  very  eafy 
to  force  the  inftrument  through  the  future 
ol  one  of  the  overfliot  bones,  into  the  brain. 

I will  now  confirm  the  greatefl  part  of 
what  I have  advanced,  concerning  the  mif- 
chief  done  by  ufing  the  lever  unnecelfarily 
and  fecretly,  by  a few  quotations  from  Dr. 
Ofnorn’s  Effays. 

Page  135,  he  fays,  ‘ I am  fure  it  never  can 

* be  neceflary,  to  ufe  the  veftis,  (meaning 
the  leverj  ‘ in  that*  ftate  of  the  labour ; 
‘ for  if  the  labour-pains  are  in  vigour,  and 
‘ there  is  no  aftual  deformity  in  the  upper 
‘ aperture  of  the  pelvis,  fo  as  to  prevent  the 
‘ poffibility  of  the  entry  of  the  child’s  head 

* into  it,  it  MUST  at  length  be  forced  in.’ 
And  he  fays,  page  136,  ‘ In  the  ufe  of  the 
‘ veftis,  while  one  hand  is  the  moving  power 
‘ to  make  the  other  the  fulcrum,  yet,  if  the 
‘ head  lies  very  high,  and  the  refiftance  be 
‘ confiderable,  I defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to 
‘ apply  fufficient  force  to  the  veftis  to  over- 

‘ come 


* The  head  being  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
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* come  that  refiftance,  without  making  fome 
‘ part  of  the  pelvis  the  fulcrum  or  centre  of 

* motion  ; and  what  may  be  the  extent  of  the 
‘ injury  produced  by  fuch  preffure,  it  is  im- 

* poffible  to  fay;  but  that  injury,  and  great 

* injury,  mufl  be  the  inevitable  confequence, 
‘ nobody  (3  priori  can  doubt;  and  fad  ex- 
‘ perience  has  confirmed  the  apprehenfions, 
' to  my  CERTAIN  knowledge,  in  various 
® inftances. 

‘ The  more  candid  favourers  of  the  veflis 
‘ (particularly  Camper)  admit  this  objeftion 

* to  the  full  extent ; for  he  exprefiy  fays, 
“ Mais  fouvent  I’urethre  en  eft  fort  endo- 
‘‘  magee,  fouvent  le  perine  fe  fend  plus  que 

dans  I’accouchment  naturel,”  &c. 

‘ In  fuch  -a  pofition  of  the  head,  under  no 
‘ eircumftances  whatever  can  we  be  jufti- 
‘ fied  by  that  neceflity  which  alone  can  juf- 

* tify  the  ufe  of  inftruments  in  any  cafe; 
‘ becaufe  no  experience,  no  fagacity,  no 
‘ fcience,  can  certainly  a priori  determine, 

* that  the  head  will  not,  by  the  continued 
‘ EFFORTS  OF  NATURE,  be  foi'ccd  into  the 
‘ cavity  of  the  pelvis,  unlefs  it  be  fo  de- 
‘ formed,  or  diminiflied  in  its  upper  aper- 

‘ ture. 
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' ture,  as  to  render  it  phyfically  impoflible. 
‘ If  we  therefore  do  employ  the  vedis  in 
‘ this  cafe,  I am  perfuaded  we  fliall  ufe  it 
‘ forty-nine  times  in  fifty  unnecessarily, 
‘ and  of  courfe  unwarrantably,  becaufe 

* MOST  DANGEROUSLY. 

‘ In  the  progrefs  of  the  operation,  it  may 
‘ flip;  it  may  therefore  do  irreparable  in- 
‘ jury  to  the  child:  for  it  feems  to  me  that 

* no  Ikill  or  fcience  can  command  its  opera- 
‘ tion  when  fo  remotely  fituated;  and  the 
‘ event,  in  many  cafes  which  I have  known, 
‘ has  by  dreadful  effects  confirmed 

* this  opinion.  With  refpefl  to  the  mother, 
‘ from  the  inevitable  prefl'ure  of  the  foft 
‘ parts,  I mull  repeat  that  the  danger  is 
‘ still  greater,  AND  MORE  CERTAIN.* 

Dr.  Ofborn  then  fhews  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  ufing  the  lever,  after  the 
head  has  come  into  contafl  with  the  peri- 
naeum,  as  follows : 

‘ It  mull  be  obvious  to  common  fenfej 
« that  we  cannot  fparp  the  left  hand  to 

* ftrengthen  and  fupport  the  perinaeum 
6 while  it  is  the  fulcrum  for  the  ve8is;  the 
^ perinaeum,  is,  in  my  opinion,  much  more 

‘ likely 
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‘ likely  to  be  lacerated  with  this  inftrument 
‘ than  with  the  forceps,  where  the  left  hand 

* is  particularly  required  by  the  general 

* rules' for  their  ufe,  to  be  kept  conftanily 
‘ applied  to  the  perinseum,  for  this  exprefs 

* purpofe;  or  if,  with  the  veftis,  we  ceafe 

* to  ufe  the  left  hand  as  a fulcrum,  and, 

‘ preferring  the  prefervation  of  the  pcri- 

* naeum,  apply  it  to  that  part,  it  mull  be 
‘ evident  to  demonftration,  that  fome  of 
‘ the  bones  of  the  pelvis  muft  then  infallibly 

* become  the  fulcrum,  in  which  cafe  we  are 
‘ only  fubflituting  one  danger  for  another ; 
‘ for  unlefs  the  operator  had  three  hands,  it 

* is  abfolutely  impossible  to  avoid  expof- 
‘ ing  the  patient  to  one  or  other  of  thefe 
‘ dangers. 

‘ While  I am  writing  this,  I have  had 
‘ occafion  to  fee  a patient  with  the  most 
‘ SHOCKING  LACERATION,  which  many 

* years  ago  was  the  consequence  of 
‘ this  operation,  performed  by  a man  at 
‘ that  tivie  in  great  praBice,  and  in  the  con- 

* stant  habit  of  ufmg  the  veclh.’ 

All  midwives  are  too  ignorant  to  under- 
fland  the  ufe  of  this  lacerating  inftrument ! 

‘ The 
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* The  lafl;  advantage,  as  ftated  by  the 
‘ favourers  of  the  ve6lis,  is  the  poffible  con~ 

* cealment  of  its  uje,  which  I will  now  con- 
‘ fider. 

‘ As  the  fecrecy  with  which  the  ve61is  may 
‘ be  ufed,  and  I believe,  is  generally  ufed  in 
‘ this  town^  is  confidered  by  the  favourers 

* of  this  inftrument  as  an  additional  recom- 
‘ mendation  to  the  fimplicity  of  its  ftrufture, 
‘ and  the  facility  of  its  application,  I will 

* beg  leave  to  Hate  what  are  my  infuperable 

* objeftions  to  this  particularly  boajled  ad- 
‘ vantage. 

‘ In  thefirft  place,  I am  perfuaded,  that  if 
‘ the  concealment  in  the  ufe  of  the  means 
‘ intended  for  relief  in  laborious  or  difficult 

* labours  be  not  permitted,  but  that  the 

* abfolute  neceffity  of  fuch  means  be  firft 

* eftabliffied,  and  that  every  pra6litioner  be 
‘ obliged  openly  and  avowedly  to  ufe  them, 

* we  ffiould  never  again  hear  or  read  of  one 
‘ perfon  having  ufed  the  vetlis  in  eight  hun- 
‘ dred,  and  another  in  twelve  hundred 
‘ cafes  * ! Nor  ffiall  we  again  hear  or  read 

‘ of 

* * See  Van  Swieten,  Camper,  and  Herbinieaux,* 
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« of  the  great  number  of  women,  which 

* feme  praBitioners  are  conftantly  boafting 
^ of  having  attended  and  delivered ; for 

* no  man  can  attend  a great  number  of  wo- 
‘ men  in  labour,  in  ihe  manner  he  ought.)  in 
‘ the  way  nature  demands^  or  a confeientious 

difeharge  of  his  duty  requires.  Nor  do 
‘ real  difficulties  occur  fo  often  as  to  render 
‘ it  poffible  to  believe,  that  any  mans  life 

* could  afford  fuch  numbers  of  difficult  cafes 
® as  are  dated  in  the  printed  accounts  from 

* abroad. 

* As  I fed  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 

* propriety  and  neceffity  of  a fair  and  candid 
‘ avowal  of  the  ufe  of  inflruments,  in  every 
‘ cafe  of  midwifery  where  they  are  to  be 
‘ employed,  fo  I muffinjifl  that  their  conceal- 
‘ ment  cannot  be  justified  byany  vKO^^K 
‘ motive, 

‘ Iff  once  the  praBiiioner  can  rejl  ajfured^ 

* that)  let  the  event  of  the  cafe  be  ever  Jo  un~ 
Juccefsful)  ihe  injurious  ejfeEls  of  his  opera- 

® tion  will  be  buried  in  eternal  oblivion^  by 
‘ blending  the  mifehief  arijing  from  the  indif- 
^ creet  ufe  of  infrumenis,  with  ihe  natural 
‘ confluences  of  labour^  he  will  certainly  have 
G ‘ nothing 
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^ nothing  to  weigh  againji  the  tempting  ad- 
‘ vantages  of  convenience  or  emolument  to  him- 
' ,f  If  s hut  while  he  is  Jhortening  the  mojl  irk- 
‘ Jome  part  of  his  projejfional  duty^  the  waiting 

* upon  a flow  and  lingering  labour,  he  will 
‘ flatter  himfelf,  that  by  delivery  he  is  doing 
‘ an  acceptable  fervice  to  his  patient,  in 
‘ fliortening  the  duration  of  her  fufferings. 

‘ But  if  this  inftrument  be  both  eafy  in  its 
‘ application,  and  fuccefsful  in  its  effedl  (as 
‘ ftated  by  its  advocates),  it  is  fo,  becaufe  in 
® general  it  is  ufedwhen  not  at  all  wanted, 
‘ The  facility  and  concealment,  therefore, 
‘ with  which  the  praftitioner  may  avail  him- 
‘ felf  of  its  fervices,  inftead  of  being  confi- 
‘ dered  as  advantages^  afford  in  ray  opinion, 

* flrong  objedlions  to  its  ufe  ; for  they  offer 

* an  IRRESISTIBLE  temptation  to  refort  to  it 
‘ prematurely  or  unneceJJ'arily  ; which  if  ever 
‘ he  does,  the  pradtiiioner  takes  upon  him- 
« felf  most  UNJUSTIFIABLY,  to  make  the 
‘ future  fafety  of  his  patient  give  way  to  his 
‘ own  convenience  or  accommodation. 

* With  refpeft  to  the  child,  not  judging 

* from  the  principle  only,  but  from  a vari- 
‘ ETY  OF  FACTS,  I am  fatisficd  that  if  any 

‘ con- 
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« confiderable  force  be  ufed  by  the  ve6Hs, 
^ however  properly  fixed  at  firft,  it  will  be 
‘ very  apt  to  flip  its  hold,  and  change  its 
1 pofltion ; and  then  it  will,  or  may  be  ap- 
'*  plied  to  parts  not  capable  of  bearing  the 
■*  neceflary  preflure  as  the  maftoid  procefs, 

* or  occipital  bone  can,  without  injury ; and 
^ the  moll  DREADFUL  MISCHIEF  may  cnfu'e, 
‘ to  different  features  of  the  child’s  face,  of 
‘ which  there  have  been  innumerable 

* INSTANCES.’ 

Page  154.  * As  a concluding  and  indif- 

* putable  proof,  that  the  veftis  is  likewife  ufed 

* HERE  without  neceflity,and  of  confequencc 

* mod  dangeroufly,  I will  defcribe  an  acci- 
‘ denty  which  happened  to  a gentleman  pof- 

* fefled  of  as  much  knowledge^  Jkill,  and  ex~ 

* perience^  as  any  man  who  evernfed  the  vediis.’ 

‘ Having  applied  the  inftrument  (wdiich 
^ /or  conveniency-wdLS  made  with  a joint  be- 
‘ tween  the  handle  and  blade),  while  the 
‘ bulk  of  the  head  muft  have  been  above 
‘ the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  in  uflng  consider- 
‘ ABLE  FORCE,  the  veftis  gave  way  at  the 
‘ joint,  and  the  blade  was  left  in  the  ute- 
‘ rus  fo  high,  that  he  could  not  reach  to  ex- 
G 2 ‘ tract 
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‘ trafl  it;  arid  it  was  afterwards  expelled 
‘ with  the  head,  by  the  effedt  of  the  LABOua 

* PAINS  ONLY*. 

‘ The  event  of  this  accident  demonftra- 

* bly  PROVES  a fortiori-,  that  here  no  inftru- 
‘ ment  could  have  been  originally  neceffary, 

‘ either  on  account  of  the  largenefs  of  the 
‘ child’s  head,  or  fmallnefs  of  the  pelvis; 
‘ for  the  head  was  ultimately  expelled  by  the 

* labour  pains  alone-,  noiwithjlanding  the  addi- 
‘ tional  ‘Volume  of  the  veblis,  and  without  the 
‘ pofibiliiy  of  any  artificial  aJfiJlanceP 

Page  177.  ‘ With  refpefl  to  the  probable 
‘ confequences  which  may  refult  from  the 
6 introduQion  of  the  veflis  into  common 
‘ pra&ice,  inftead  of  the  forceps,  and  which 
‘ Dr.  Denman’s  inconfiderate,  but  favourr- 
‘ able  reprefentation  is  demonftrably  inten- 

* ded  to  promote,  I am  perfuaded,  were  it 
6 generally  to  prevail,  the  confequences 

‘ would 

* What  a mercy  that  neither  mother  nor  child  were 
maimed  by  the  rugged  and  lharp  end  of  the  broken  Iron ! 
And  what  pity,  that  <uwmen  have  neither  ftrength  nor  Jkill 
enough  to  break  a piece  of  iron  in  the  wombs  of  their 
P atients ! 
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* would  be  extremely  injurious  to  lying-in 
® women  in  the  humbler  fituations  of  life. 

‘ Among  patients  in  the  lower  clafs  of  Vv'o- 
‘ men,  the  temptation  to  its  frequent ^ unnecef- 
‘ Jary^  and  dangerous  ufe-^  will  be  irresisti- 
‘ B L E,  Befides  he  knows  that  if  any  untoward 
‘ conjequence  fhould  enfue  from  his  unjkilfuly 
‘ but  concealed  condubl,  it  will  be  attributed  to 

* the  original  dijficuUy  and  danger  of  the  cafcy 
‘ and  the  real  caufe  of  the  mifchief  be  for  ever 

* hidden.  What  motive,  fufficiently  ftrong, 

* can  there  be,  then,  to  refrain  fuch  a man 
'from  a praUice  fo  convenient  to  himfeljy  but 

* fo  dangerous  to  his  patient  ?’ 

The  prefence  of  the  patient’s  hufband  is 
the  only  motive  that  can  prevent  fuch  mifchief, 
as  is  frequently  done  by  the  clandeftine  ufe  of 
inftruments  with  a view  to  fave  the  doftor’s 
time.  I fay,  frequently  done,  for  men  always 
attribute  it  to  the  original  danger  of  the  cafe, 
and  the  real  caufe  of  it  is  for  ever  hidden  ; 
fo  that  however  frequent,  their  reputation  is 
faved,  by  calling  in  fome  of  their  brethren  to 
bear  a part  of  the  blame,  or  to  acquit  them 
of  having  done  any  thing  wrong,  though  they 
know  they  have  done  all  the  injury.  But 
G 3 the 
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the  faults  of  women  are  trumpeted  far  and' 
Dear,  by  male-midwives  and  by  nurfes  whonv 
they  keep  in  pay  for  that  purpofe.  Yea,  the)^ 
liave  always  plenty  of  imaginary  mifchiefs 
done  by  midwives,  ready  to  be  related  to  new 
married  woiDen,  in  order  to  frighten  them 
into  a compliance  with  the  male  falhion» 
Had  Dr.  Olborn  addreffed  an  elfay  to  huf- 
bands,  fetting  forth  the  frequent  and  mif* 
chievous  fecret  ufe  of  the  lever,  advifing- 
them  to  attend  their  wives’  labours,  when 
men  are  employed,  in  order  to  prevent  it; 
it  would  have  been  much  more  effeflual, 
than  all  he  has  written  to  thofe  men,  who  by 
means  of  ufing  the  lever,  are  enabled  to  at- 
tend twice  the  number  of  women. 

The  lever  is  daily  more  and  more  prac* 
tifed ; I called  at  an  inftrument  maker’s  laft 
week,  to  fee  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever,  and  to  my 
great  aftonifliment,  they  Ihewed  me  not  only 
Dr.  Lowder’s,  but  levers  invented  and  re- 
commended by  feveral  other  eminent  Lon- 
don accoucheurs,  whofe  names  I could  men- 
tion, did  I wifli  to  injure  individuals,, 
which  I do  not.  They  alfo  affured  me,  they 
fold  many  more  vcdtes  than  forceps.  I am 

there- 
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therefore  conftrained  lo  conjure  hufbands 
(who  regard  the  fafety  of  their  wives  and 
children)  to  attend  them  in  labour,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  clandeRine  ufe  of  dangerous 
inllruments,  as  well  as  the  indecent  treat- 
ment of  their  wives  by  male-operators.  No 
do6tor  can  objeft  to  it,  unlefs  behave  fome 
foul  dejign,  intending  to  ufe  either  his  eyes, 
his  hands,  or  his  lever  improperly.  And  yet 
I have  heard  many  objebl  to  it,  and  it  is 
evident  all  have  a fecret  diflike  to  it,  or 
they  would  always  confult  hufbands  inftead 
of  gofliping  female  attendants ; juft  as  if  the 
hufband  was  the  only  perfon  uninterefted  in 
the  welfare  of  his  wife,  and  as  if  the  dodfor 
was  accountable  to  every  female  in  the  houfe 
for  his  conduft,  but  not  to  the  mafter  of  it. 
And  forfootb,  this  cuftom  has  (by  medical 
artifice]  become  a kind  of  law. 

The  objeflion  of  do61ors  to  the  prefence 
of  hufbands  while  they  deliver  their  wives* 
is  the  moft  powerful  reafon  why  no  doflor 
ought  to  touch  a woman  in  labour,  when  the 
hufband  is  abfent. 

No  proper  tranfaflion  can  take  place  be- 
tween a married  woman  and  a man  who  is 
G 4 not 
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not  her  hufband,  which  requires  the  hujland's 
abfence ; and  however  this  cuftom  may  have 
prevailed  in  midwifery,  it  cannot  be  juftified 
by  either  reafon  or  argument.  No  man  is 
fo  proper  to  confole-and  encourage  a wo- 
man in  the  angiiifh  of  labour,  as  her  own 
hufband  ; but  if  any  woman  who  pretends  to 
modefly,  fhould  happen  in  future  to  prefer 
the  fympathy  of  her  doctor  to  that  of  her 
hufband,  efpecially  when  the  doflor’s  hands 
are  fo  curioufly  engaged,  I dare  fay  fhe  will 
have  a very  good  motive  for  fo  doing,  a mo- 
tive which  the  do6lor  caji  juftify. 

Many  virtuous  women  who  have  employ- 
ed men-midwives,  becaufe  they  were  per- 
fuaded  thaf  female  aid  was  not  fo  fafe,  have 
alfo  inconjiderately  complied  with  the  cujiom 
of  keeping  their  hufbands  out  of  the  room 
during  their  doflors’  manual  employment,yoy 
the  Jake  of  decency^  as  well  as  to  oblige  their 
female  friends  who  were  prefent.  Women 
muft  furely  have  taken  leave  of  their  fenfes; 
What ! can  it  be  decent,  for  a doflor  to  be 
handling  a woman,  during  her  delivery,  in 
parts  facred  to'  the  hufband  ? and  can  it  be 
indecent^  for  the  hufband  to  be  in  the  room  ! 

Let 
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Let  thofe  labour-hunting  females  who  think  fo, 
ftay  at  home,  and  then  they  cannot  have  their 
fpurious  modejly  violatedy  by  feeing  the  patient's 
own  hufband  with  her  during  delivery. 

“ But  fo  great  their  Impudence 
“ They  blufh  at  what  is  right.’* 

This  unpopular  doftrine may  appear  7iew  to 
fome,  but  I know  feveral  families  who  have 
put  it  in  praflice,  and  the  hufbands'  minds 
are  much  lefs  hurt,  by  feeing  the  true  ftate  of 
their  wives’  labour,  than  by  waiting  in  ano- 
ther room,  where  they  could  hear  them  cry- 
out;  for  then  they  fuppofed  the  attendants 
were  killing  them;  when  they  were  filent, 
they  imagined  them  to  be  dead.  The  tedi- 
ous hours  of  labour  are  much  better  diverted 
by  hufbands,  than  by  the  doctor  and  the 
female  attendants, 

Befides,  there  is  no  neceflity  for  a parcel 
of  female  goffips ; the  do6lor,  the  nurfe,  and 
the  hufband,  being  fulhcient  to  manage  na- 
tural labours. 

Nor  am  I fingular  in  my  ideas  refpefling 
the  ufefulnefs  of  hufbands  at  their  wives’ 
labours ; Mrs.  Nihell  fays,  page  6o,  * As 
‘ for  thofe  who  will  be  attended  by  men  to 
G 5 ‘ lay 
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* lay  them,  it  is  very  wrong  in  then,  not  even- 

* to  infijl  on  their  hvjbands  to  Jlay  hy  them;. 
‘ for  this  preference  of  men  to  deliver  them,- 
‘ comes  either  from  a greater  inclination  to 
‘ the  men,  or  from  a greater  confidence  in 

* them  than  in  women ; or,  in  fhort,  from. 

* the  pure  necefiBty  they  imagine  themfelves 

* under  to  employ  a man.  If  it  is  from 

* inclination,  or  from  neceflity,  it  will  be 
« always  proper  for  the  hufband  to  fay,  to  con- 
‘ tain  the  man-midwife  (as  much  as  pojfible) 
‘ within  the  hounds  of  modejiy.  If  the  prac- 

* titioner  is  preferred  by  them,  out  of  the 

* great  confidence  they  have  in  men,  in 

* what  man  can  they  place  more  confidence, 
‘ than  in  a tender  hufband  ? Who,  more  than 

* he,  can  interefl  himjelf  in  the  man-midwife’s 
‘ acquitting  himfelf  duly  of  his  office  ? I. 
® wonder  that  this  9'reat  confidence  which  is 

o 

‘ repofed  in  the  male  fex,  fiiould  be  limited 
‘ to  the  mijw-midwife  only.’ 

Dr.  Buchan  cenfures  gentlemen,  for  being 
afhamed  of  the  duties  they  owe  to  their  off- 
fpring,  while  they  pay  the  utmoft  attention 
to  the  Dog-kennel  and  the  Stables: 
y Of  man’s  miftak.es,  bears  the  palm.” 

1 have 
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I have  been  the  more  earnefl:  to  recom- 
mend the  prefence  of  hufbands  at  their 
wives’  labours,  becaufe  I know  it  would 
anfwer  the  purpofes  I have  mentioned,  viz. 
it  would  prevent  men-midwives  from  mak- 
ing too  free  with  women’s  perfons,  manu- 
ally, ocularly,  and  inftrumentaliy.  I have 
no  motive  for  writing  this  book,  but  to  pro- 
mote the  decent  treatment,  and  the  fafety 
and  comfort  of  mothers  and  children  ; and 
I will  never  relax  my  public  eiideavours, 
till  accoucheurs  agree,  one  and  all,  to  pro- 
mote this  part  of  my  plan,  as  their  object- 
ing thereto,  will  plainly  demonllrate  the 
truth  of  what  I have  advanced  concernincr 
their  foul  defigns. 

I fliall  now  refer  again  to  Dr.  Ofborn’s 
opinion,  refpebling  the  mifchief  done  by  the 
ufe  of  the  lever:  Page  180  he  fays,  ‘ Dr. 
‘ Denman  could  not  have  been  aware  of  the 
‘ probable  confequences  of  introducing  the 
« veftis  into  general  ufe,  and  I mull  likewife 

* believe,  that  he  has  forgotten  the  many  un~ 
‘ happy  efje^s  of  the  vedis^  which  formerly 

* came  to  our  mutual  knowledge,  even  in 

06  * the 
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^ the  hands  of  very  experienced  and  Jkilful 

* menJ 

Page  182  he  further  fays,  ‘ If  an  opinion 
‘ fliould  once  prevail  among  women,  that 

* practitioners  in  midwifery  ever  permitted 
‘ themfelves  to  depart  from  that  jaje,  patient^ 

* and  zoife  conduCt,  which  nature  direCts 

* in  the  management  of  labour;  and  that, 

* for  their  own  convenience,  and  without 

* necejfity,  they  ftiould  dare  ojfficioujly  to  ob- 
‘ trude  their  pretended  afllftance  (or,  in 
‘ their  own  language,  to  hurry  the  labour,) 
‘ and  it  Ihould  be  difcovered  by  the  marks 
‘ of  the  inftrument  on  the  child  after  birth, 
‘ or  by  the  unufual  painfulnefs  of  their  pre- 
‘ Jent  feelings  in  delivery,  or  by  future 
‘ effects  fill  more  injurious,  and  tajling,  that 
‘ an  inftrument  had  been  ufed,  without  con- 

* viUion  of  the  necejfity,  without  their  own 
‘ confent,  and  even  during  the  full  opera. 
‘ tion  of  the  labour-pains,  with  every  rea- 
‘ Jonable  expeClation  of  the  final,  and  JaJe 
‘ termination  of  the  labour  by  the  powers  oj 
‘ nature  only  ; I fay,  if  ever fuch  an  opinion 
‘ fiould  become  general,  I an?  perfuaded 

* the 
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* the  INEVITABLE  confequencc  would  be, 

* that  the  praftice  of  midwifery,  in  ordinary 
‘ cafes,  would  revert  into  the  hands  of 

* male  praftitioners,  much  to  the  injury  of  the 

* fex^  and  equally  to  the  injury  of  the  intereji 
‘ of  the  profeflion.  And  I beg  leave  to 

* add,  that  thefe  are  not  imaginary  appre- 
' henfions,  but  founded  upon  facts  which 
‘ have  come  to  my  knowledge,  where  the 
‘ mifchiefs  defcribed  have  really  happen- 
‘ ed,  by  the  immediate  ufe  of  the  veBis, 

* even  in  experienced  and  fkilful  hands.’ 

I mull  now  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  make  a few 
remarks  on  Dr.  Ofborn’s  fears,  left  the  mif- 
chiefs done  by  the  general  ufe  of  the  ve6lis, 
fhould  caufe  ‘ the  praQice  of  midwifery,  in 
‘ ordinary  cafes,  to  revert  into  the  hands  of 
‘ female  praftitioners,  much  to  the  injury  of 
‘ the  fex,  and  equally  to  the  injury  of  the  in- 

* terejt  of  the  profejfion.’ 

Be  it  known,  that  Dr.  Ofborn  inftru6ls 
women  in  the  fcience  of  midwifery,  fo  that 
according  to  his  own  hypothefis,  he  takes 
money  from  midwives,  for  qualifying  them 
to  injure  women ; and  no  doubt  he  thinks 


women 
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women  are  injured^  in  the  different  lylng-irt 
hofpirals  where  midwives  operate. 

Again,  Dr.  O.  tells  his  obftetric  brethren, 
that  he  has  known  great  mifchief  done  by  the 
unneceffary  ufe  of  the  veftis,  and  that  forty- 
nine  times  in  fifty  it  is  ufcd  moll  dangeroufly  ; 
that  fome  men  have  ufed  it  twelve  hundred 
times;  of  courfe  they  mull  have  done  mif- 
chief with  it,  or  ufed  it  dangeroufly,  eleven 
hundred  and  feventy-flx  times,  and  all  ihii 
mifchief  has  been  done  by  the  veSis  when 
in  Jiiyul  hands. 

This  yoii  admit  the  truth  of,  by  acknow- 
ledging that  Dr.  Ofborn’s  arguments  againfl 
the  ve6lis,  are  urged  with  great  propriety. 

I verily  believe  (with  Dr.  O.)  that  if  wo- 
men knew  thefe  things,  midwifery  would 
revert  to  females,  much  to  the  injury  of  the 
profejfion:  I do  alfo  believe,  that  the  ufe  of 
the  lever  is  now  fo  general,  flnce  there  are 
half  a dozen  or  half  a fcore  men  and  boy- 
midwives  in  almoll  every  fmall  ftreet  in 
London,  and  every  village  in  the  country, 
that  the  mifchief  done  by  it  (when  it  is  in 
unjkil/ul  hands)  muji  veiy  Joon  come  to  the 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  women,  and  female  midwifery 
t will  again  be  preferred  for  the  fake  of  fafety,- 
as  well  as  decency  ; for  women  will  not  long 
continue  to  expofe  their  perfons  to  ftrange 
men,  in  order  to  have  them  ripped,  bruifed, 
and  torn  with  fteel  inftruments,  becaufe  the 
do6lor  has  not  patience  to  wait  Nature’s 
lime. 

But  how  Dr.  Ofborn  can  think  the  fex  will  _ 
be  injured.)  by  fubftituting  the  hands  of  fldl- 
ful  midwives  for  Jkel  inJlrumentS)  which  ‘(in 

* fkilful  ma/e-hands)  have  been  dangeroufly 

* ufed  1176  times  in  1200,’  I am  at  a lofs  to 
underftand ; and  I hope  he  will  favour  the 
public  with  another  ejpiy^  to  explain  this 
paradox. 

I know  feveral  well  qualified  women,  who 
have  delivered  more  females  than  Dr, 
Ofborn  has,  who  never  were  able  to  ufe 
force  enough  with  their  natural  inftruments 

O 

to  tear  and.bruife  the  mother,  or  to  carve 
the  child’s  face  and  fcalpi  I never  heard  of 
SKILFUL  midwives  doing  any  other  injury 
than  to  wait  patiently  in  lingering  labours,  and 
to  call  in  the  affiftance  of  a lurgeon  (not  a 
lafcivious  man-midwifej  about  once  in  500 

times. 
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times.  I know  feveral  ladies,  who  have  late- 
ly difcharged  the  midwife  doftors  they 
employed,  and  are  much  better  fatisfied, 
and  much  more  comfortable  with  a female 
about  their  perfons  in  labour,  than  with  a 
male,  for  reafons  which  are  too  obvious  to 
be  publifhed.  Thefe  are  daily  perfuading 
other  MODEST  women  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample, fo  that  Dr.  Ofborn’s  prophecy  may 
be  fulfilled  in  a fhort  time,  without  injuring 
any  other  than  the  male  midwife  /ejc,  if  an 
obfletric  public  fchool  can  be  inftituted,  for 
the  inflrudion  of  midwives  poffeffing  good 
charafters  and  promifing  talents  for  the  pro- 
feffion,  which  is  now  under  contemplation, 
and  of  which  I fliall  treat  more  at  large 
hereafter.  In  the  mean  time, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 


LET. 
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LETTER  XIII. 

SIR, 

■pERMIT  me  now  to  lead  your  attention' 
back,  to  what  I quoted  from  your  book 
in  the  beginning  of  my  laft  letter. 

Dr.  Lowder’s  lever  (you  fay)  is  different 
in  form  from  ihofe  which  Dr.  Ofborn  proved 
to  be  fo  dangerous,  and  poffeffes  different 
powers,  and  is  employed  in  a different  man- 
ner; fo  that  your  former  objeEliom  againfl 
the  ufe  of  the  lever  are  totally  obviated  by 
it,  and  Dr.  Ofborn’s  arguments, are  perfeUly 
inapplicable  to  it. 

I fhall  prove  from  your  own  account  of 
the  manner  of  ufing  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever, 
and  the  refult  thereof  (even  in  the  hands  of 
your  fon)  that  it  does  not  poffefs  different 
powers  from  Mr.  Herbinieaux,  Dr.  Bland, 
and  Dr.  Denman’s  lever;  that  it  cannot  be 
ufed  in  a different  manner;  that  Dr. 
Ofborn’s  arguments  are  applicable  to  it ; 
and  that  your  obje£lions  have  been  obviated 
upon  falfe  grounds. 

Page  105  you  fay,  your  fon  ‘ determined 
‘ to  employ  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever;  and  after 

‘ having. 
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X * having  explained  to  Drs.  Daly  and  Ball 

* his  motives  for  fo  doing,  he  introduced 
f ‘ the  inftrument  over  the  occiput  of  the 

‘ child,  to  which  he  was  dire8ed  by  the 
‘ futures,  at  that  time  very  dihincl*,  and 
‘ began  about  a quarter  before  nine  o’clock 
‘ with  it  during  a pain.  He  continued  to 
‘ do  this  till  nearly  half  pall  eleven  that 
‘ evening,  when  his  intentions  were  fo  far 
‘ completely  fulfilled,  that  the  head  was 
‘ fairly  engaged  within  the  pelvis;  that  is  to 
‘ fay,  it  had  entered  about  one  third  within 
‘ the  cavity. 

* During  the  time  employed  in  the  ufe  of 
‘ the  lever,  the  pains  were  frequent,  and  i£ 
‘ is  worth  remarking'\^  that  my  fon,  as  he 

* informed  me,  repeatedly  Jhewed  Doflors 
‘ Daly  and  Ball,  that  without  prejfing  with 
‘ the  inftrument  on  any  part  of  the  woman, 

* he  could  exert  a very  covjiderahle  degree  of 

* force  in  drawing  down  the  child. 

‘ Having 

* A clear  proof  that  the  head  was  not  too  much  offified., 
of  courfe,  it  was  not  a very  difficult  cafe,  as  the  pelvis 
was  not  much  diftorted. 

+ Yes,  Sir,  this  aflion  ought  to  be  remarked  for  its 
decency,  as  well  as  its  humanity!  Three  Gentlemen,  trying 
an  experiment  three  hours  at  the  tail  of  a living  woman  I 
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« Having  been  engaged  the  preceding 
night  in  a fatiguing  attendance,  he  then 
left  her  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Ball. 

‘ She  flept  about  two  hours.  When  fhe 
awoke,  the  pains  recurred,  and  gradually 
i increafed  in  frequency  and  force,  till  five 
i o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  flie  was,  by 
6 the  natural  pains  alone,  delivered  of  a 

* large  still-born  male  child.  The  head 
« was  much  flattened,  and  there  was  the 

* mark  of  a bruije  on  the  teguments  covering 
‘ the  pofterior  edge  of  the  right  parmtal, 

* and  the  contiguous  part  of  the  occipital 
‘ bone.  There  was  the  appearance  alfo  of  a 

* very  flight  on  the  left  parietal  bone. 

* My  [on  imputed  the  bruiie  on  the  right 

* parietal  bone  and  the  occiput,  to  the  uje  of 
« the  lever.  The  recovery  of  the  patient  was 
‘ tedious^  See. 

* In  March,  however,  flie  had  no  com- 
‘ plaint,  except  an  inconiinency  oj  urine, 
‘ under  which  fhe  had  laboured  ever  fince 
« her  firfh  delivery.’ 

1 fnall  beg  leave  to  expatiate  a little  on 
each  of  thefe  items,  in  order  to  prove  what 
I have  propofed. 


Was 


W as  it  not  a very  dangerous  experim^n 
to  apply  the  lever  to  a head  fo  far  off,  pro 
vided  he  were  fure  it  was  not  the  frontal 
future  he  felt,  and  that  he  was  not  preffing  on 
the  forehead  inftead  of  the  fuppofed  occiput 
and  forcing  the  point  of  the  inftrument  over 
the  fnperciliary  ridges  into  the  two  eyes, 
inftead  of  the  two  occipital  futures  ? Dr. 
Smellie  and  all  his  pupils  made  this  miftake 
Cafe  3,  Coll.  28. 

He  employed  the  fteel  inftrument  nearly 
three  hours  againft  the  child’s  tender  fkull, 
and  ‘ repeatedly  Jhewed  Drs.  Daly  and  Ball, 
* that  vdthout  prefling  with  the  inftrument 
‘ on  any  part  of  the  woman,  he  could  exert 


a very  confiderable  degree  of  force  in 


♦ drawing  down  the  child.’ 


Was  this  three  hours  work  performed  with 
a defign  to  try  the  powers  of  the  inftrument, 
and  to  Jhexo  the  fame  to  Meflrs.  Daly  and 
Ball,  or  to  relieve  the  woman?  Was  it  not 
his  duty  to  wait  the  full  effeft  of  her  pains 
(which  ‘ increafed  in  frequency  and  force 
‘ till  five  the  next  morning')  before  he  ap- 
plied the  inftrument  ? 


You 
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You  very  juHly  enforce  the  neceffity  of 
aiting  the  full  effeft  of  the  pains  before  the 
lild’s  head  be  opened,  but  at  the  fame  time 
ou  juflify  the  ufe  of  the  lever  many  hours 
efore  that  period.  Every  circumhance  of 
(elly  Sanderfon’s  labour  was  exaflly  the 
ime  as  Mrs.  Gray’s,  i.  e.  both  pelves 
ere  under  three  inches,  the  heads  werede- 
, lined  above  tbe  brim  by  the  proje8ion  of 
le  lumbar  vertebrae,  after  the  membranes  , 
:ere  broken,  and  the  os  uteri  was  dilated ; 
lerefore  if  the  lever  was  necelfary  in  Mrs. 
iiay’s  labour,  it  ought  to  have  been  ufed  in 
'Jelly  Sanderfon’s  alfo ; if  it  was  unneceffary 
1 the  labour  of  the  latter,  it  fhould  not  have 
een  ufed  in  that  of  the  former. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  alfert,  that  Mrs, 
Cray’s  child  was  killed  by  the  lever;  but 
'ourfelfhave  declared,  that  it  was  ftill-born, 
nd  that  N.  S.’s  child,  on  whofe  head  the 
ever  was  not  ufed,  was  born  alive,  though 
t was  compreffed  twenty-nine  hours  by 
he  contrafted  uterus. 

The  uterus  contrafled  itfelf  on  Mrs.  Gray’s 
:hild  only  nine  or  ten  hours,  therefore  it  had  a 
nuch  better  chance  for  life,  (in  this  refpedf) 

than 
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than  the  other.  You  alfo  declare,  that  M 
Gray’s  recovery  was  much  more  tedious  tl 
time,  than  after  the  birth  of  her  followi 
children,  when  inftruments  were  not  ufc 
I have  been  thus  particular,  with  a view 
prevent  young  praftitioners  from  ufing  t> 
lever,  efpecially  before  the  full  efFedt  of  t 
pains  be  tried  ; and  alfo  to  give  your  f 
an  opportunity  of  proving  (in  his  promil 
publication}  that  he  had  no  other  moti 
than  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  Mrs.  Gri 
and  her  child,  when  he  alfiftedthe  birth  w 
Dr.  Lowder^s  lever. 

A few  weeks  fince  a midwife  in  my  nei^ 
bourhood  delivered  a woman  ofa  living  chil 
after  the  membranes  had  been  broken  f 
days  ; I acknowledge  this  is  a rare  caj 
fince  male  pradlitioners  and  their  Heel  inll| 
ments  have  become  fafhionable. 

This  lever  is  certainly  very  ufeful^  whei 
man  wants  to  finifli  the  bufinefs  in  a hur 
‘ having  been  fatigued  the  preceding  nigl 
and  I mull  inform  you.  Sir,  that  had  i 
faid  lever  been  employed  on  my  wife,  wi 
out  MY  leave,  or  her  leave,  (though  i 
operator  liad  confulted  the  female  attendar 
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and  the  child’s  head  had  been  hruifed^  whe- 
ther jlill-born  or  not,  I Ihould  moft  certainly 
have  profecuted  the  operator,  for  his  pre- 
fumption,  in  a court  of  juftice.  If  I fend 
for  a furgeon  to  relieve  me  when  afflifled 
with  the  (lone,  and  am  obliged  to  be  cut 
without  my  own  confent,  becaufe  a parcel  of 
furrounding  females  think,  with  the  furgeon, 
that  it  ought  to  be  done;  I am  bound  to 
profecute  the  officious  furgeon,  and  I hope 
hufbands  will,  in  future,  aft  the  fame,  when 
inftruments  are  ufed  on  their  wives  without 
their  leave.  Moreover,  I hardly  think  it 
was  right  to  Jliew  Drs.  Daly  and  Ball  fo 
repeatedly  ; if  you  hereby  mean,  that  he  gave 
them  ocular  demonftration ; becaufe,  how- 
ever proper  on  the  machine,  it  is  abomina- 
bly indecent,  when  exercifed  on  a living 
woman. 

But  to  the  points  propofed  : 

Firft.  The  manner  of  ufing  Dr.  Lowder’s 
lever  is  exaftly  the  fame  as  the  bejl  manner  of 
ufing  others;  being  applied  over  the  occiput, 
to  bring  the  long  diameter  of  the  head  into 
contaft  with  the  long  diameter  of  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis,  and  to  force  it  into  the  cavity 

of 
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of  the  pelvis;  after  which  it  may  draw  down 
a little,  when  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  are  be- 
come a jiay  for  the  convex  fide  of  the  in- 
ftrument,  and  when  * a confiderabh  degree  of 
force  is  ufed.  I will  leave  it  to  any  candid 
profelforto  determine,  whetherj^cni  have  not 
proved,  that  this  lever  is  ufed  the  fame  as  that 
of  M.  Herbinieaux,  Dr.  Bland,  and  Dr.  Den- 
man, and  cannot  be  ufed  otherwife. 

Secondly.  It  cannot  p'offefs  elfentially 
different  powers,  on  account  of  its  being  a 
little  more  curved  near  the  point;  it  can 
only  force  the  head  from  one  part  of  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis  to  nearly  the  oppofitc 
part,  and  draw  it  down,  after  it  is  in  the  pel- 
vis; and  any  lever  can  do  the  fame  ; nay, 
the  fame  might  be  done  by  the  handle  of  a 
table-fpoon,. when  the  refiflance  is  fmall.  I 
am  willing  to  leave  this  article  alfo  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  any  candid  accoucheur 

J confefs,  that  by  being  more  convex  than 
the  pelvis  is  concave,  it  lays  a greater  hold 
on  the  head,  but  is  much  more  difficult  to 

* As  a lever  cannot  comprefs  the  bones  of  the  Ikull,  it 
cannot  accomplilh  the  delivery,  where  there  is  great  dif- 
proportion  between  the  head  and  the  pelvis. 


introduce 
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introduce  than  the  more  ftraight  ones,  and 
its  preiTure  is  more  partial  on  the  head,  of 
courfe  more  dangerous. 

But,  laftly,  Dr.  Ofljorn’s  arguments  are 
applicable  to  it,  becaufe  (in  your  fon's  hands) 
it  did  the  very  mifchici  Avhich  all  others 
have  done. 

The  child  was  Jlill-horn^  after  your  Ton 
had  been  at  work  with  his  /led  inftrumcnt 

TWO  HOURS  AND*  THREE  QUARTERS  UpOti 

its  tender  fkull ! ! 

Two  bruil'es  were  found  on  the  head, 
and  your  fon  himfelf  allows,  that  one  of 
them  was  done  with  Dr.  Lowder’s  innocent 
lever.  1 affure  you.  Sir,  I fliould  not  thank 
Dr.  Lowder,  for  trying  experiments  with  his 
lever  on  my  fkull  for  three  hours  together, 
though  it  is  certainly  much  thicker  than 
when  in  utero. 

But,  hov/  came  the  woman  to  have  an  in- 
continency  of  urine,  if  your  fon  did  not  prefs 
on  any  part  of  her  ? Oh  ! I beg  pardon,  I 
perceive  you  have  thrown  that  mifchief, 
upon  the  operator  who  opened  the  child’s 
head  in  her  former  delivery ; but  perhaps  he 
will  difclaim  it,  and  throw  it  upon  your  fon  ; 

H if 
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if  fo,  I am  perfuaded  your  objeflions  to  the 
ufe  of  the  lever,  have  been  obviated  upon 
falfe  grounds ; as  the  only  fuccejlful  cafe 
which  have  related,  proves  it  to  be  capa- 
ble of  wounding  the  child's  head^  if  not  the 
mother  Ikewife ; and  thefc  are  the  only 
grounds  of  Dr.  Ofborn’s  objedlion  to  the  ufe 
of  all  other  levers* 

If  I be  miftaken,  I am  open  to  conviftion  ; 
and  your  fon  is  at  liberty  to  prove  my  mif- 
take,  when  hepublilhes  his  panegyric  on  Dr. 
Lowder’s  lever ; but  I hope  he  will  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  better  arguments,  than  Jlill-born 
children,  wounded  heads,  and  the  mothers'  in- 
continency  oj  urine : if  not,  I mull  Hill  fay, 
that  the  new  lever  can  wound  mothers  and 
children  as  well  as  the  old  ones;  and  I 
would  rather  trull  my  head  (though  it  is 
completely  under  the  fingers  of  a fkilful 

midwife,  than  under  Dr.  Lowder’s  Jleel  lever, 
whether  in  his  own  hands,  or  in  thofe  of  his 
brethren  and  pupils. 

This  Mrs.  Gray’s  firft  child  was  killed  in 
utero  by  the  fcilfars  and  crotchet ; the  fe- 
cond  had  its  head  bruifed  with  the  lever, 
eight  hours  before  the  pains  arrived  at  their  full 

vigour 
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vigour-,  the  third  was  expelled  without  in- 
ftmtnental  aid,  ihoxighapreternaturalprefen- 
;*  and  the  fourth  was  born  alive  by 
the  powers  of  nature  alone.  Why  might 
not  the  firft  two  children  have  been  born  by 
the  powers  of  nature  alfo,  if  the  crotchet  and 
the  lever  had  not  been  ufed  ? Had  a mid- 
wife attended  her,  flie  might  have  retained 
her  urine  afterwards  perhaps;  but,  as  Dr. 
Ofborn  obferves,  it  was  very  eafy  to  attribute 
this  mifchief  to  the  original  difficulty  of 
the  cafe,  in  order  to  hide  the  real  caufc 
of  it. 

It  is  alloniffiing,  that  while  Dr.  Ofborn  is 
endeavouring  to  prove,  that  an  unborn  child 
has  no  fenfation,  as  if  he  wiffied  to  ftart  this 
neu  idea  as  an  apology  for  the  pa/l  needlefs 
ufe  of  the  crotchet;  and  while  other  men- 
midwives  are  publickly  recommending  the 
ufe  of  their  differently-formed  levers,  which 
have  already  done  fo  much  mifchief  to  mothers 
and  children,  juft  like  fo  many  quacks  ad- 
vertifing  their  refpeblive  infallible  noftrums; 

* She  very  wifely  negleded  to  fend  for  the  doftor, 
till  this  child  was  nearly  born,  and  (he  was  out  of  thehof- 
pital,  and  at  work  on  the  fourteenth  day. 

H 2 I fay. 


I fay,  it  is  aflonifliing,  that  women  can  befo 
men-inad,  as  to  prefer  them  to  ftilful  mid- 
wives, notwithftanding  the  dreadful  rifli  they 
run  in  confequence  thereof.  Dr.  Lowder 
has  fo  much  bufinefs,  that  ("if  I be  rightly 
informed)  he  will  not  attend  a patient  be- 
yond any  of  the  turnpikes;  and  not  long 
fince  one  of  them,  good-natured  lady,  came 
to  town  to  lie-in,  rather  than  be  difcppointed 
of  being  delivered  by  him. 

I am  not  an  advocate  for  women’s  chan'T- 

o 

ing  from  one  doflor  to  another,  till  they  have 
given  their  perfons  into  the  hands  of Jeveral 
other  men  befides  their  hulbands,  which  is 
very  commonly  done,  by  Women  who  pre- 
tend to  modefty ; nor  do  I think  it  right  to 
fend  for  Dr.  Noakes  to  handle  them,  when 
their  former  Dr.  5' happens  to  be  at  ano- 
ther labour,  till  they  have  tried  v/hat  a fkilful 
midwife  can  do  for  diem  : but  as  this  inconfif- 
tency  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  fophilfry  men- 
midwives,  exercifcdfucccfsfully  upon  women, 
who  (being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  par- 
turition) cannot  fee  the  fallacy  of  their  ar- 
guments, I fit  all  now  endeavour  to  convince 
tliem,  hosv  egrcgigufly  they  have  been 
deceived,  I have 
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I have  heard  accoucheurs  fay,  Men  arc 
more  fafe  than  midwives. 

Firft,  Becaufe  they  are  more  tender. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  they  are  better  ana- 
tomifts. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  women  are  ignorant  of 
their  profefLon, 

Thefe  are  the  three  principal  male  fubter- 
fuges,  and  the  truth  of  each  I fiiall  examine 
feparately. 

Firft,  I am  to  difplay  male  tcnderncfs. 

You  may  remember.  Sir,  that  a very  anti- 
quated hiftorian,  called  Mofes,  has  publiftied 
a moft  infamous  libel  againft  the  praUice  of 
men-midwives,  by  faying,  that  the  tender- 
hearted  man  Pharaoh  commanded  the  kard- 
hearted  female  midwives  of  his  day,  to  de- 
flroythe  male  infants  (pretty  innocent  babes !) 
of  many  thoufand  women,  called  Flebrews, 
on  their  entrance  into  the  world ; and  that 
thefe  cruel  wowcn-midwives  did  difappoint 
the  AriTOsnc  defigns  of  \li\ci  good  man  Pharaoh  , 
by  an  aft  of  wilful  difobedience  which  might 
have  coft  them  their  lives,  had  Pharaoh 
known  the  truth;  but  in  that  fimple  age  of 
the  world,  midwifery  was  neither  taught  to- 
H 3 nor 
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JJor  BY  men,  I apprehend  ; befides,  tbefe  m- 
pudent  women  moft  certainly  told  their  king 
a wicked  lie,  with  no  other  view  in  the  world 
than  to  fave  the  lives  of  the  brats ; for  they 
would  have  it,  that  all  the  children  of  the  He- 
brew women  were  expelled  by  nature  alone, 
ere  help  could  reach  them.  And  you  know. 
Sir,  this  fame  Mofes  was  faved  from  drown- 
ing by  a cruel  woman. 

Indeed,  every  fenfible  perfon  mujl  know, 
that  a woman  who  has  felt  what  labour-pains 
are,  can  exercife  nothing  but  cruelly  towards 
others  under  the  fame  pains,  and  that  none 
but  mothers  know  how  to  be  cruel  to  unborn 
infants. 

What  pity.  Sir,  that  your  fon  had  not  lived 
in  the  days  of  this  King  Pharaoh!  he  would 
certainly  have  obtained  a penfion,  for  pub- 
licly recommending  the  ufe  of  Dr.  Lowder’s 
lever;  efpecially  if  he  could  have  recited 
cafes,  where  it  had  brought  Jlill-born  male 
children  into  the  world  with  bruifed  heads. 

So  might  Dr.  Ofborn  have  obtained  a 
l^rge  penfion,  for  declaring  that  men  injure 
the  fex  lefs  than  women,  though  fome  of 
them  ufe  the  lever  dangcroufly  1176  times 
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in  1200;  I fay,  Dr.  Ofborn  would  have 
obtained  a large  penfion,  for  recommending 
thefe  men-midwives  in  preference  to  women 
in  the  days  of  Pharaoh  the  tender. 

How  ftrangely  the  tables  are  turned  fince 
the  reign  of  this  king?  Midxuives  could  then 
take  the  advantage  of  male  ignorance  to  favc 
children ; but  now,  men-midwives  can  im- 
pofe  on  Jemale  ignorance,  when  they  injure 
or  dejlroy  them,  by  attributing  the  mifchief 
they  have  done  to  the  ‘ difficulty  of  the  cafe.’ 
I do  not  wifli  to  make  too  free  with  the 
facred  writings ; but  as  they  paint  human 
nature  in  its  exafl  colours,  I hope  the  im- 
portance of  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  mo- 
thers and  children,  will  juftify  my  referring 
thereto  again  under  this  particular. 

The  firfl  author  in  the  New  Teftament  in- 
forms us,  that  a good-natured  king  or  gover- 
nor took  it  into  his  head  to  murder  a great 
number  of  innocent  children ! but  we  do 
not  read,  that  the  men  whom  he  fent  to  do 
the  horrid  bufinefs,  hefitated,  and  made 
excufes  to  fave  the  helplefs  babes  ! No,  he 
fent  forth  and  flew  them;  there  was  no  de- 
lay. Nor  did  Herod  keep  regiments  of  too- 
H 4 men 
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'men  to  execute  his  dreadful  commands,  but 
men  were  his  murderous  meffengers! 

If  you  want  any  additional  evidence,  that 
men  are  full  as  cruel  as  women  now,  as  well 
as  in  the  days  of  St.  Matthew  and  the  time 
of  Mofes,  you  need  only  read  what  I have 
quoted  from  Dr.  Smellie  and  Pr.  Ofborn’s 
writings  in  the  laft  four  letters. 

I might  have  quoted  continental  cafes  in 
abundance  in  proof  hereof;  and  I might  have 
filled  feveral  volumes,  had  I run  over  the 
various  Britifh  medical  journals,  in  order  to 
expofe  the  oblletric  mifchief  recorded  there- 
in, wh  ch  has  been  done  by  the  tender  and 
iafallibly  fafe  j^icn-midwives,  fince  they  came 
into  fafhion.  But  to  fave  my  own  time,  and 
to  give  my  readers  as  little  trouble  as  I can, 
confidently  with  the  nature  of  the  fubjefl,  I 
have  confined  my  quotations  principally  to 
Dr.  Smellie,  the  late  Father  of  Midwifery  in 
this  country. 

If  I have  (in  any  part  of  this  wmrk)  dif- 
covered  too  much  acrimony,  I beg  the 
reader’s  pardon,  hoping  the  malignity  of 
the  crimes  I have  undertaken  to  cenfure, 
w'ill,  in  fome  meafure,  plead  my  excufe,  I 

have 
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Fiave  no  prejudice  againfl;  Mm-mid wives'*, 
but  what  I derived  from  their  aflions  ; aa 
an  evidence  thereof,  I fuffered  my  own  rela- 
tions to  employ  them  without  reproof,  be- 
fore I knew  fo  much  of  them.  I only  willi 
to  write  againft  their  wa/-pra61ices,  for,  as 
men,  I wifh  them  well,  but  not  as  men-mid- 
wives. 

Secondly,  I will  enquire,  whether  meJZ' 
are  better  midzuives  than  women  on  account 
of  their  more  general  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy. 

All  the  anatomy  that  a prafHtioner  of 
midwifery  can  want  (whether  male  or  female)' 
is,  a good  knowledge  of  the  bones  of  the 
pelvis  in  its  perfeft  ftate,  fo  as  to^be  able  to. 
judge  when,  and  how  much  it  is  deforgfied.. 
Alfo  of  its  connexion  with  the  lumbar  verte_ 
brae,  and  its  fituation,  and  axis;  a know- 
ledge of  Its  form,,  and  diameters,  is  com- 
prifed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  different 
bones  which  originally  compofed  it. 

A midwife  mufi;  alfo  know  what  the  pelvis 
contains,  as  defcribed  in  the  fecond  letter  ; 
together  with  a perfect  knowledge  of  the 
vagina  and  perinaeum,  and  alfo  of  the  fcetal 
H5  fliuUj. 
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fliull;  as  mentioned  in  the  fame  letter. 
She  ought  alfo  to  underhand  the  increafe 
and  elevation  of  the  gravid  uterus  during 
geftation,  which  fhe  muft  know  better  by 
experUnce,  if  a mother,  than  any  man  can 
teach  her.  She  fhould  alfo  be  taught  the 
natural  fituation  of  the  placenta,  and  child 
in  utero ; which  I alfo  briefly  noticed  in  the 
fecond  letter. 

Now,  Sir,  I would  aflc,  whether  you  do 
not  teach  thefe  things  in  your  leftures  to 
males,  demonftrating  them  on  pelves  and 
foetal  fkulls;  and  on  the  parts  of  generation, 
which  are  kept  in  fpirits  (in  the  le6lure- 
room)  for  that  purpofe  ? 

I would  further  alk,  whether  this  is  not 
all  the  anatomy  that  can  be  ufeful  in  the 
practice  of  midwifery*?  and  whether  every 
■well  qualified  midwife  is  not  perfeftly  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  parts  of  the  human 
body  ? 

If  fo,  it  could  be  no  advantage  to  them 
to  attend  anatomical  lectures  and  the  diffeft-* 
ing  and  demonftrating  rooms,  unlefs  they 
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wifhed  to  praftife  furgery,  which  is  full  as 
confiftent  as  for  men  to  praflife  midwifery. 

Indeed,  I think  it  would  be  juft  as  proper 
to  fee  Mrs.  Callous,  Surgeon  and  Apothc- 
caryy  upon  feveral  of  the  doors  in  a fmall 
town,  and  to  fee  them  cutting  men  for  the 
ftone,  and  curing  them  of  the  lues  vene- 
rea, as  to  read  the  word  Man-xmdiwifet  up- 
on fo  many  doors,  and  to  fee  them  paying 
their  manual  refpe£ls  to  the  hare  pofteriors 
of  all  the  married  women  in  the  town. 

But  it  may  be  neceffary  to  enquire.  What 
is  the  refult  of  men  having  ftudied  the  gene- 
ral anatomy  of  the  human  body,  and  their 
having  walked  the  hofpitals,  where  the 
various  amputations  and  operations  in  fur- 
gery are  performed  ? Let  any  man  who 
poflefles  common  fenfe  determine,  whether 
fuch  an  education  (however  neceffary  for 
Surgeons)  does  not  render  the  heart  callous 
to  human  mifery ; nay,  a furgeon  cannot 
perform  an  operation  with  fafety,  till  (by 
habit)  he  can  feel  compofed,  and  ceafe  to 
fympathize  with  the  fuffering  patient. 

I can  declare  from  experience,  that  a man 
is  fhocked,  the  firft  time  he  fees  the  human 
H 6 body 
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body  differed,  though  he  is  fenfible  it  is 
dead,  but  that  by  feeing  one  dreadful  opera- 
tion after  another  in  the  hofpitals,  he  be- 
holds them  performed  on  the  living  fubjedl. 
with  perfeft  indifference. 

Moreover,  furgeons  being  in  the  conflant 
habit  of  ufing  inftruments,  are  unfit  to 
praflife  midwifery  ; I repeat  it,  this  is  fo  far 
from  being  advantageous  (as  male  xm^wives 
pretend)  that  it  would  deter  me  from  em- 
ploying a furgeon  to  deliver  a woman  in  a 
natural  labour,  where  no  inflrument  can  be 
wanted,  becaufe  they  are  tempted  to  have 
recourfe  (at  all  events)  to  their  inftruments,. 
when  the  labour  is  tedious,  and  they  are 
afraid  of  lofing  the  good  fee  of  fome  other 
patient. 

Am  I exaggerating  here.  Sir  ? Let  the 
various  accounts  which  I have  quoted,  of 
infants’  brains  being  ^evacuated,  and  their 
flculls  bruifed,  and  of  the  mothers  being, 
torn,  by  the  premature  ufe  of  inftruments,  in 
Jkilful  male-hands,  anfwer.  I fay,  let  thefe 
dreadful  cafes  teftify,  that  I am  not  exag- 
gerating in  this  particular;  and  let  women 
ceafe  to  be  impofed  on  by  the  falfe  pretences, 
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of  men-midwives  and  tlieir  eiiilTaries,  who> 
fay,  that  they  are  more  tender  than  v.^omen^ 
after  having  gone  through  an  education, 
which  has  a diametrically  oppofite  tendency^’; 
nor  let  them  any  longer  believe,  that  a man- 
who  is  in  the  conftant  habit  of  ufing  inftru- 
ments,  is  a more  fafe  praftitioner  of  miei- 
wifery  than  a woman,  who  cannot  run  before 
nature,  having  no  inftrument  but  her  hands. 

How  can  I refrain  writing  in  behalf  of 
innocent  babes,  by  endeavouring  to  un- 
deceive my  countrywomen,  when  book  after 
book  is  publifhed  to  fet  forth  the  advantages 
of  inftruments,  which  have  already  bruifed 
children’s  heads,  in  Jkilful  hands  of  the 
very  men  who  are  now  about  to  recommend 
them?  If  they  have  done  fo  in Jkil/idhznd^ 
what  may  we  expedl  from  them,  when  ufed 
by  novices,  who  (as  Dr.  Ofborn  obferves) 
only  * run  through  a Jingle  courfe  of  lec- 
* turesj’  and  who  can  hide  the  mifehief  they 
d o u d er  the  made  of  original  difficulty  ? So 
. that  all  the  recompence  the  patient’s  huf-. 

* Surgeons  (fays  Lord  Chefterfield)  are  hardened  to 
the  bodily  pains  of  mankind,  by  feeing  and  hearing  of 
them  all  day  long. 
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band  gets,  is  to  pay  another  do6lor  or  two, 
whom  the  blunderer  is  taught  to  call  in,  to 
jujlify  what  he  has  done. 

But,  Sir,  fince  you  and  your  brethren  fet 
fuch  an  ineftimable  value  on  your  general 
anatomical  knowledge,  as  connefted  with 
the  praftice  of  midwifery,  I will  point  out, 
wherein  it  can  be  turned  to  very  great  ad- 
vantage in  another  way,  as  confiftently  as  in 
midwifery. 

Let  it  be  immediately  made  known,  that 
a nurfe  cannot  be  trufted  to  injed  a clyfter 
Jafelyy  becaufe  fhe  has  not  ftudied  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  fmall  and  large  inteftines,  from 
the  ftomach  and  pylorus  to  the  colon  and 
reftum,  together  with  the  aftion  of  the  leva- 
tores  ani.  That  fhe  muftby  no  means  tie 
her  miftrefs’s  garters,  being  ignorant  of  ana- 
tomy, left  fhe  fhould,  fome  hozu  or  others 
fraflure  the  patella,  or  rupture  the  capfular 
ligament,  and  let  out  the  fynovia.  That  fhe 
cannot  feed  an  infant  properlyy  becaufe  Ihe 
knows  nothing  of  the  aflion  of  the  epiglottis,- 
the  larynx,  See.  That  fhe  ought  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  entire  flceleton,  from  the 
os  occipitis  to  the  os  calcis ; the  union  of 
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the  different  cartilages  with  their  bones;  all 
the  articulate  and  inarticulate  joints;  alfo 
the  names,  origins,  inferiions,  and  ufes  of  all 
the  mufcles,  whether  flefhy  or  tendinous. 
Likewife  the  exad  courfe  of  the  arteries, 
which  condu6l  the  blood  to  the  head,  trunk, 
and  extremities;  and  of  the  veins,  through 
which  it  paffes  back  again  to  the  heart. 

Let  females  be  perfuaded,  that  their  nurfes 
fhould  know  the  courfe  of  each  pair  of 
nerves,  and  their  connexion  with  the  brain ; 
as  well  as  the  whole  thoracic  and  abdominal 
vifcera,  and  the  moft  minute  abforbents,  See. 
&c.  And  that  without  this  knowledge,  the 
child  cannot  be  JaJe  in  their  hands.  Tell 
them,  that  it  is  very  common  to  fee  a dear 
little  babe’s  fternum  preffed  quite  clofe  to 
the  dorfal  vertebrae,  by  having  its  roller  put 
on  by  an  ignorant  nurfe ; and  that  they  Jome- 
times  injure  the  glutaei  mufgles,  by  clouting 
them  improperly  *. 

* Doftors  may  as  well  fay,  that  nurfes  ought  to  un- 
derftand  the  alteration  which  takes  place  in  the  circula- 
tion of  the  foetal  blood  when  the  funis  is  tied,  as  to  fay, 
that  general  anatomy  is  an  advantage  in  the  prai^ice 
of  midwifery. 
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Were  I a tnan-miclwife,  I fhould  ke^p  aa 
1 ualred  fuch  misfortunes  as  thefe  in  ray 
head,  ready  to  relate  whenever  they  were 
likely  to  anfwer  my  purpofe ; for  if  I could  im> 
pofe  on  women  as  eafily  in  this  way,  as  others 
^ haveimpofedon  them,  by  faying  that  midwives 
ought  not  to  be  trailed  to  deliver  them,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  underlland  the  general 
anatomy  of  the  human  body,  I might  foon 
recommend  myfelf  and  my  obftetric  brethren 
asnurfes,  as  well  as  midwives;  foubat females 
might  be  entirely  difcarded  during  the  puer- 
peral Hate  of  women.  Andwhat  if  we  Ihould 
be  fneered  at,  for  being  feen  to  drefs  and 
undrefs  the  lady  whom  we  delivered  a few 
day  sbefore,  andalfo  to  clout  the  child,  &c. ! 
no  matter,  fafhion  would  foon  fdence  female 
fcruples,  and  then  their  kind  hulbands  mull 
Gonfent  to  it,  and  pay  us  well  for  it  too!. 

I really  think,  Sir,  the  College  of  PhyR- 
cians  ought  to  honour  me  with  a title  far 
^this  new  idea,  which  is  jull  as  confillent  as> 
' that  oRm^zn-midwifery. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc:. 


LET* 
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LETTER  XIV. 


SIR 


AVING  proved  that  it  is  extremely 


dangerous  to  employ  men-raidwives» 
when  inftrumcnts  are  not  wanted,  I come  to 
the  SIXTH  and  last  propofition,  .viz.  To 
enquire  why  there  are  fo  few  good  mid- 
wives ; offer  a plan  for  their  better  inftruc- 
tion  ; and  prove  that  man-midwifery  is  a 
perfonal,  a dorneftic,  and  a national  evil. 

There  are  many  women  fuffered  to  prac- 
tife  midwifery  who  know  very  little  of  it,  as 
well  as  men,  both  having  entered  into  the 
profeffion  without  a regular  education  ; and 
I am  forry  our  legiflators  have  not  long 
fince  interfered  to  prevent  it ; the  life  of  a 
mother  or  a child  being  much  more  valuable 
than  that  of  a hare  or  a partridge,  which  has 
come  under  their  ferious  conlideration. 

I mull  admit  the  full  force  of  Dr.  Buchan's 


opinion,  page  591,  ed.  9.  ‘ Though  the 

‘ management  of  women  in  child-bed  has 
‘ been  praflifed  as  an  employment  fince  the 
‘ earlieft  account  of  time;  yet  it  is  flill,  in 
* molt  countries;  on  a very  bad  footing. 
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* Few  women  think  of  following  the  employ- 

* ment  till  they  be  reduced  to  the  necelhty 
‘ of  doing  it  for  bread.  Hence  not  one  in 
^ a hundred  of  them  have  any  education, 
‘ or  proper  knowledge  of  their  bufinefs.’ 
Thus  far  he  is  evidently  fpeaking  of  nurfes. 
‘ It  is  equally  true,’  (fays  he)  ‘ that  moft 
‘ women  in  child-bed  require  to  be  managed 
‘ with  flcill  and  attention,  and  that  they  are 

* often  hurt  by  the  fuperftitious  prejudices 
‘ of  ignorant  and  oflBcious  midwives.  The 
^ mifchief  done  in  this  way  is  much  greater 

* than  is  generally  imagined ; moft  of  which 

* might  be  prevented  by  allowing  no 

* woman  to  pra6ife  midwifery  but  fuch 

* as  are  properly  qualified.  Were  due  au 

* tention  paid  to  this,  it  would  not  only  be 

* the  means  of  faving  many  lives,  but  would 

* prevent  the  necessity  of  employing  men  in 

* this  INDELICATE  cud  dijagrceoble  branch 

* of  medicincy  which  is,  on  many  accounts^ 

* MORE  proper  for  the  other  fexd 

Though  it  is  impolfible  for  the  moft  igno- 
rant and  illiterate  raidwives  to  do  fo  much 
mifchief  with  their  hands,  as  Jkil/ul  men  have 
done  with  their  levers,.  &C.  1 am  no  advocate 
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for  them,  but  wifh  they  were  fent  back  to 
their  wafh-iubs,  &c.  Women  whofe  deport- 
ment is  vulgar  and  difguftful,  are  by  no 
means  proper  for  that  profeifion,  any  more 
than  thofe  who-  have  not  well  lludied  it. 
Nor  do  I blame  any  female  for  rejefting  their 
fervices,  and  prefering  thofe  of  humane 
men;  I only  wifh  to  cenfure  thofe  who  live 
in  London,  or  other  large  places,  where 
Jkil/ul  and  fenfible  midwives  can  be  procured, 
and  yet  expofe  their  perfons  to  men;  nor 
would  I be  too  fevere  herein,  as  they  have 
been  led  into  this  error,  by  men  whofe 
interejl  it  is  to  impofe  on  them,  by  faying, 
they  are  not  fafe  in  the  hands  of  any  wo- 
man. 

Dr.  Buchan  does  not  mean  that  many 
lives  have  been  loft  by  unfldlful  midwives 
in  delivery,  but  during  the  month ; and  as 
the  beft  midwives  have  very  little  knowledge 
of  phyfic,  it  is  right  to  call  in  a man  when 
women  are  threatened  with  too  much  fever, 
or  with  any  other  diforder.  But  this  is  very 
different  from  the  unneceffary  employitient  of 
a man  in  the  time  of  labour,  becaufe  there  is 
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no  improper  and  indecent  handling  and 
touching. 

It  is  a great  miftake  in  women,  to  fuppofe 
that  ALL  the  danger  is  in  the  delivery  ; on  the: 
contrary,  nature  zoill  expel  the  fcetus  ninety- 
nine  times  in  a hundred,  ‘ if  lejt  to  herfelf' 
as  Dr.  Buchan  obferves;  fo  that  we  feldom 
hear  of  a woman  dyinginlabour,thoughmany 
die  in  child-bed.  Nature  is  not  left  to  her- 
felf  by  many  men-midwives  (as  I have  al- 
ready proved)  for  they  will  often  ufe  the 
lever,  whether  an  inftrument  be  wanted  or 
not ; therefore  I would  much  ratht^r  employ 
a male  nurfe  than  a male  midwife  in  a na- 
tural labour,  unlefs  I were  permitted  to 
fearch  the  doQor’s  pockets,  to  fatisfy  myfelf 
that  he  had  left  his  lever  at  home  for  once. 
If  he  were  unwilling  to  be  fearched,  I 
fliould  confider  it  my  duty  to  proteft  ,my 
wife  from  being  injured  by  his  unnecejfary 
inftrumental  aid. 

It  is  true,  there  are  fome  hufbands  of  a 
fialloxv  underhandiiig,  who  actually  perfuade 
their  wives  to  employ  men  in  preference  to 
fkilful  women;  and  as  foon  as  the  doDor 
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Enters  the  room,  they  fneak  out  of  it;  I 
magine  they  are  afraid  he  will  not  take 
’iberties  enough,  while  tl'.ey.  aLre  there  to  re- 
drain him,  fo  they  are  deteimincd  to  give 
aim  /ull  liberty  of  confcience,  by  leaving 
him  in  the  unlimited  poiTeliion  of  the  Sanc- 
tum SanSiorum.  Some  wives  pretend  they 
cannot  perfuade  timir  hufbands  to  be  witli 
djem  when  delivered  by  men  ; it  is  becaufe 
they  do  not  wifli  it,  for  they  know  how  to 
perfuade  them  out  of  a new  gown,  whenever 
they  pleafe. 

, I have  proved  (from  books  written  by 
men-midwives)  that  male  pra6'tice  has  been 
attended  by  a great  deal  of  indecency,  and 
inlirumental  mifehief;  therefore  if  women 
uuill  continue  to  employ  men  unnecefiarily 
in  the  ab fence  of  tlieir  hufbands,  and  Jkallow 
pated  hufbands  will  confent  to  it,  tlrey  mujl 
take  the  certain  confequences : fuch  couples, 
however,  are  well  qualified  to  live  among  the 
Korakic  Ruffians,  \^\\trtcuftom  requires  hul- 
bands  to  proftitute  their  wives  and  daughters 
to  flrangers  out  of  very  hofpitaliiy  *;  or  in 
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Italy,  where  males  are  employed  to  attend 
ladies  in  bed,  to  drefs  and  undrefs  them, 
and  to  place  their  chavffette  under  their  pet- 
ticoats, and  all  this  in  the  abfence  of  their 
hufbands ; nay,  fafhion  requires  the  hufband' 
to  feem  fatisfied  with  it  ally  and  to  hire  the 
faidman,  called  a cicifbeo*:  nor  are  Britifh 
hufbands, whopermit  men  to  deliver  their  wive, 
in  preference  to  women,  and  at  the  fame 
time  voluntarily  withdraw,  a jot  more  wif< 
than  Italian  hufbands  ; both  are  equally  flave 
to  the  cuflom  of  their  country,  without  con 
fidering  the  impropriety  thereof.  I wif 
alfo  venture  to  fay,  that  every  woman  win' 
can  procure  a fl^ilful  midwife  and  yet  vc 
luntarily  permits  male  fervice  in  natura 
labour,  when  her  hufband  is  abfent,  wouf 
alfo  be  contented  with  the  fervice  of 
cicifbeo,  inflead  of  a waiting-maid,  if  fh 
lived  at  Genoa,  where  fafliion  juflifies  it. 

But  what  is  the  reafon  that  midwives  ar 
more  ignorant  of  their  profeffion,  now  the 
they  are  inflrufted  by  male-teachers,  than 
century  ago,  when  they  taught  each  other 
The  reafon  is  obvious;  it  is  not  likely  tha.tthoi 
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men,  who  are  conftantly'  ciideavonring  to 
fupprefs  female  praftice  among  the  rich^  will 
ever  fully  inftru6l  them,  though  they  take 
their  money  for  that  purpofe  : fo  when  they 
have  deprived  them  of  the  greateil  part  of 
the  lelTons  they  have  fo  unjuftly  received 
their  money  for,  they  cry  out  againft  their 
ignorance,  * no  lady  is  fafe  in  their  hands, 
‘ &c’.  Yea,  they  make  their  rich  patients 
believe,  that  women  really  have  not  a capacity 
to  learn  midwifery,  which  is  certainly  paying 
a bad  compliment  to  the  mental  talents  of  the 
prefent  generation  of  Britifii  females,  as 
none  but  femafes  learned  it  for  praftice  a 
century  ago,  and  it  is  in  the  hands  of  fe- 
males alone,  throughout  the  greateft  part,  by 
far,  of  the  continent,  in  the  prefent  day. 
If  the  poor  were  as  able  to  pay  men-mid- 
wives  as  the  rich  are,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
ble, that  le  flu  refs  would  refufe  to  inftruft  fe- 
males in  the  art. 

I muil  confefs,  there  are  fome  illiterate 
midwives,  who  are  incapable  of  underftand- 
ing  the  inllruflions  they  hear,  and  leflurers 
ought  to  be  afhamed  of  taking  their  money, 
when  they  perceive  their  talents  are  not 
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fuited  to  the  profefTion.  The  greater  part 
of  ihoi’c  women  who  are  known  to  be  emi- 
nent in  the  pradice,  have  obtained  the 
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elaef  of  their  knowiedge  by  reading  modern 
iydems  of  midwifery,  and  by  their  extenfive 
pra8,ice. 

I know'  a midwife,  of  no  greal  education, 
who  delivered  near  200  women  the  lafl  year^ 
and  wlio  during  all  her  praCfice,  wdiich  ilie 
has  foilow'ed  many  years,  has  never  had  a 
patient  die  under  her  liands  in  labour.  I 
doubt  if  a man  can  be  found,  who  is  able 
to  fay  as  much. 

That  teachers  of  midwifery  do  not  give 
their  female  pupils  fufheient  inflruftions,  I 
can  prove;  fori  have  heard  a ledlurer  fay, 

‘ 1 wifh  no  midwife  to  know  what  the  os 
‘ uteri  is;  I never  tell  them,  if  I can  help 
* it.’ 

Then  Dr.  Ofborn,  by  way  of  echo  to 
ihefe  fentiments  fays,  ‘ The  praftice  of 
‘ w'omen  is  much  to  the  injury  of  the  fex’.  ' 

Suppofe  a patient  in  the  country  were  at- 
tended by  one  of  the  midwives  thus  taught 
(for  her  twelve  guineas)  not  to  know  the  os 
uteri,  and  were  to  be  attacked  with  coh- 
' vulfions. 
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vulfions,  or  with  a hemorrhage;  can  a 
midwife  who  knows  not  what  the  os  uteri  is, 
deliver  the  child  by  turning,  and  fave  the 
patient’s  life  ? No  ; inftead  of  being  taught 
HOW  to  do  this,  fhe  is  inJlruEied  to  call  in  a 
man;  but  being  diftant  from  a town,  the 
patient  dies  ere  the  man  arrives.  This  is 
the  price  of  blood  ! Has  fuch  a thing  never 
happened  ? and  are  teachers  who  thus  half- 
educate  their  female  pupils,  guiltlefs  as  to 
the  death  of  patients  fo  loft  ? Let  the  public 
judge.  I might  apply  the  fame  argument  to 
every  other  cafe  which  requires  preter- 
natural delivery,  and  where  the  fafety  of 
mother  or  child  is  endangered  by  incom- 
petent midwives.  But  let  not  women  ima- 
gine this  ignorance  is  peculiar  to  midwives, 
fince  Dr.  Ofborn  fays,  ‘ Men  are  contented 
‘ to  hurry  through  a jingle  courfe  of  leftures, 

* and  fome  are  fatisfied  with  the  looj'e  hints, 

* which  are  given  by  anatomical  leHurers.* 

There  was  a proof  of  male  ignorance  in 

my  neighbourhood  a few  months  fince. 

A young  man-midwife  was  called  in  to 
turn  a child,  who  confeffed  it  was  a cafe  too 
difficult  ioi  him,  and  departed;  an  old  gen- 
I tleman, 
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tleman,  fjuftly  eminent  in  the  profeflion) 
v:as  Tent  for,  and  performed  it  in  a few 
minutes. 

But  fince  we  do  not  know  that  our  legif- 
lators  will  (in  compliance  with  Dr.  Buchan’s 
hint)  make  an  afl  to  prevent  unqualified 
prafilitioners,  male  and  female,  from  deliver- 
ing women,  I will  endeavour  to  lay  down  a 
plan  for  the  proper  education  of  midwives, 
and  for  preventing  the  pra6Uce  of  ignorant 
pretenders  of  both  fexes. 

Firft,  Let  an  obftetric  fchool  be  inftituted 
as  near  the  centre  of  London  as  polfible, 
for  the  inftrufilion  of  midwives  under 
forty  years  of  age,  whofe  charafiler  for 
fobriety  and  affability  is  indifputable ; 
and  whofe  education,  conftitution,  and 
mental  talents  are  promifing  for,^  the 
profeflTion ; and  let  none  elfe  be  received 
as  pupils. 

Second,  Let  thefebe  inftrufled  during  three 
courfes  of  ledlures,  at  five  guineas  each 
perfon,  which  is  confiderably  lefs  than 
half  he  ufual  expence;  each  midwife 
fiiall  be  obliged  to  write  down  the  heads 
of  the  le6lures,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  an- 
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fwer  any  reafonable  queftion  which 
fliall  be  aiked  her  by  the  lefturer,  in  the 
way  of  an  obftetric  catechifni. 

Third,  All  who  are  well  qualified  to  anfwef 
every  practical  queftion  at  the  end 
of  the  fecond  courfe  of  lectures,  fhall 
have  a certificate  given,  that  they  are 
able  to  undertake  every  cafe  in  mid- 
wifery, which  does  not  require  the  aid 
of  inftruments  : thofe  who  (after  going 
through  three  courfes  of  leftures)  are 
not  thus  qualified,  fliall  attend  another 
courfe,  or  till  they  be  completed  in  the 
theoretical  part  of  the  art,  before  they 
receive  a certificate. 

Fourth,  They  fhall  be  taught  the  form,  the 
cavity,  the  diameters,  the  axis.  See.  of 
well-formed  pelves;  and  alfo  the  dia- 
meters, futures,  bones,  and  fontanels  of 
foetal  flculls  ; which  fliall  be  kept  at  the 
fchool  for  that  purpofe,  together  with 
perfe6l  and  diftorted  pelves. 

Fifth,  They  fhall  be  taught  the  anatomy  of 
the  vagina,  the  urethra  and  bladder, 
the  uterus,  the  reflum,  and  the  contents 
of  the  full-grown  impregnated  uterus, 
I 2 on 
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on  a machine  refembling  nature  as 
nearly  as  poflible,  adapted  to  a real 
pelvis  and  fpine. 

Sixth,  Hereon  they  {hall  be  taught  the  ufe 
of  the  catheter. 

Seventh,  They  lhall  be  taught  the  encreafe 
of  the  gravid  uterus,  from  conception  to 
, delivery,  by  Smellie’s  or  Hunter’s  large 
plates. 

T,ighth,  They  fhall  attend  poor  women,  in 
any  part  of  the  town,  during  their  fe- 
cond  courfe  of  leHures  ; and  two  fhall 
attend  labours  together,  viz.  one  who 
has  delivered  fhall  go  with  one  who  has 
not. 

[This  eighth  article  will,  in  a few  years, 
render  fubfcriptions  toother  charities,  for  the 
purpofe  of  delivering  women  at  their  own 
dwellings,  needlefs;  fo  that  the  money  here- 
tofore paid  to  midwives  and  accoucheurs 
for  thatpurpofe,  may  be  given  to  the  patients, 
by  their  different  benefa6lors,  to  affifl  them 
during  tl^e  month.] 

Ninth,  They  fhall  be  taught  the  art  of  turn- 
ing,, &c.  on  the  common  machine. 

O’ 
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the  beft  modern  authors  and  lefturers  j 
they  fhall  be  read,  and  not  delivered 
from  memory  ; part  of  them  fhall  be  de« 
fivered  by  an  experienced  furgeon,  and 
part  by  a flcilful  midwife,  as  fhall  here- 
after be  determined,  being  dependent 
on  the  nature  of  each  lefture,  which 
fhall  continue  about  an  hour  every  day, 
except  Sundays;  fo  that  each  courfe  will 
continue  about  five  weeks,  including 
f)me  of  the  difeafes  of  pregnant  and 
lying-in  women,  and  children  in  the 
month. 

Tenth,  The  lecturing  midwife  fhall  attend 
thofe  difficult  cafes  which  the  pupils 
cannot  manage  ; if  it  be  an  inflrumental 
cafe,  the  lefturing  accoucheur  fhall 
attend  it. 

Eleventh,  The  gentleman  employed  to  de- 
liver thefe  leftures  fhall  not  be  a man- 
midwife  by  profeffion,  left  his  own  in^ 
terefl  ffiould  caufe  him  to  with-hold 
necejjary  inftrudtions  from  the  female, 
pupils. 

Twelfth,  Every  annual  fabfcriber  to  thi& 
inftitution  ffiall  be  allowed  tv;o  tickets- 
I a for 
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for  each  guinea,  which  tickets  fliall  en- 
title two  poor  married  women  to  de- 
livery at  their  own  dwellings. 

As  the  execution  of  this  plan  will  be 
attended  with  very  little  difficulty,  and  is 
calculated  to  render  male-midwifery  unne- 
ceffary,  as  well  as  to  promote  the  comfort  of 
many  poor  v/oraan,  it  is  hoped  it  will  not 
w^ant  advocates.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
all  thofe  who  are  averfe  to  male-midwifery, 
and  who  wiffi  to  prevent  their  wives  and 
daughters  from  falling  facrifices  to  an  im- 
modeft  faffiion,  to  lend  every  poffible  en- 
couragement to  this  plan,  intended  to  chafe 
continental  levities  from  this  ifland,  and 
render  its  fair  natives  both  modest  and 
VIRTUOUS,  which  they  were  once  univerfally 
celebrated  for. 

Medical  gentlemen  of  charafler,  who  are 
averfe  to  male-pra£lice,  and  wifh  to  take  an 
aflive  part  in  this  defign,  are  defired  to  leave 
a letter  with  the  publiffier,  which  I will 
attend  to ; it  fhall  not  want  my  pecun  i ary 
fupport,  as  far  as  may  be  compatible  with 
my  circumftances:  my  avocatio-n,  as  a 
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tradcfman,  will  not  permit  me  to  render  it 
any  other  affiftance, 

^Vomen  thus  educated  will  be  worthy  or 
the  confidence  of  pregnant  females,  as  none 
will  be  allowed  a certificate,  till  properly 
qualified  to  manage  every  cafe  in  midwifery  ; 
and  if  none  be  employed  who  cannot  pro- 
duce fuch  a certificate,  it  will  anfwer  the 
fame  purpofe  as  an  a£l  of  parliament,  to  pre- 
vent unqualified  midwives  from  praQifing. 

I know  accoucheurs  will  laugh  at  this 
defign,  becaufe  it  is  much  eafier  to  fneer 
than  to  argue;  the  truth  is,  their  arguments 
will  be  found  too  impotent  to  controvert  what 
I have  advanced,  therefore  ridicule  will  be 
their  beft  refource  *.  If  this  plan  can  be 
put  in  execution,  and  promoted  with  fpirit, 
I am  perfuaded,  the  great  objietric  ido},  man, 
will  fall  to  the  ground  by  its  own  ponderous 
weight  in  a few  years. 

There  are  fome  women  who  have  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  their  midwife  doflors 
have  really  faved  their  lives;  being  ignorant 
of  what  nature  does  for  them.  Kence  their 
1 4 gratitude 

* ‘ On  me,  when  coxcombs  are  fatiric, 

* I take  it  for  a panegyric,’  Swift. 
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gratitude  Is  very  little  Ihort  of  real  affeftioR, 
fo  that  they  very  innocently  recommend 
them  to  all  their  female  friends,  fuppofing 
they  are  doing  them  a peculiar  favour. 

Nor  can  we  wonder  at  this ; were  a man  to 
fave  a woman  from  drowning,  no  one  would 
blame  her  for  exercifing  future  gratitude  to 
him;  I think,  however,  it  would  be  full 
as  proper,  for  a midwife  to  be  the  recipient 
of  all  this  obftetric  good-will. 

Notwithftanding,  forae  families  are  bitter 
enemies  to  male-midwifery,  and  many  will 
not  be  perfuaded  to  fall  into  the  fafliionable 
fnare,  and  there  are  not  a few  whom  I have 
extricated  from  it,  by  fhewing  them  the  per- 
nicious tendency  of  it.  I doubt  not  but  all 
thefe  will  fecond  the  falutary  intention  of 
this  book,  by  perfuading  their  friends  from 
continuing  in  an  error,  in  order  to  prove 
that  they  have  always  done  right;  and  by 
laying  a drift  injunftion  on  their  adult 
children,  not  to  employ  men-midwives  in 
natural  labours,  unlels  their  local  fituation 
prevents  them  from  obtaining  fltilful  female 
operators, 

' I know  feveral  perfons  who  have  lately 

determined 


( iSg  ) 

determined  not  to  employ  a phyfician,  a* 
furgeon,  or  an  apothecary  who  praftifes  mid- 
wifery, and  I heartily  wifli  there  were  thou- 
fends  in  the  fame  mind. 

Midwives  fhould  explain  to  their  female 
friends,  that  nature  expels  the  child  (ninety- 
nine  times  out  of  a hundred]  without  any 
help;  and  thisv/ill  be  another  antidote  to  the- 
impofitions  of  accoucheurs. 

A gentleman  (the  other  day)  told  me,  he 
wifhed  all  the  men-midwives- were  fent  to 
the  plow’s  tail ; a much’  more  becoming,, 
fituation  for  them,  than  the  tails  married, 
women  ! Another  gentleman  faid,  he  would 
heartily  lend  his  aid  to  fend  them  out  of  the 
kingdom;  Thefe  gentlemen -will  now  have, 
an  opportunity  to  promote  their  laudable: 
defigns,  by  joining  their  efforts  to  mine  for 
that  purpofe.  No  hufband  who  poirefles- 
good  fenfe,  can  bear  his  wife  to  be  unne- 
ceffarily  expofed  to  other  men  ; he  knows- 
that  dodlors  have  the  fame  paflions  as  all 
other  males  have;  and  I can  fafely  fay,  I 
never  met  with  half  a fcore'  men  in  my  life,, 
who  were  advocates  for  man-midwifery ; and 
1 5 thefe; 
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thefe  few  are  more  famed  for  being  ben- 
pecked  than  for  their  wifdom. 

Let  wives  bring  this  bufnefs  home  to  their 
own  bofoms ; how  could  they  like  their 
hufbands  to  fend  for  a fmart  female  furgeon 
to  found  them  for  the  ftone,  in  preference  to 
a male,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  infill  on  the 
wife  being  abfent  during  the  fpeculative 
experiment  ? How  could  they  like  to  hear 
their  hufbands  recommend  this  handfome 
lady  to  other  men  at  every  opportunity,  and 
to  fee  her  come  almofl;  daily  to  the  houfe  on 
©ne  trifling  occafion  or  another? 

O 

This  is  exaflly  the  cafe  with  man-mid- 
wifery  ; and  yet  women  think  it  does  not 
cool  their  hufbands’  affections  towards  them, 
but  they  are  miftaken. 

As  a proof  that  goodmidwives  are  as  fafe 
as  men,  midwives  themfelves  prefer  their 
own  fex  to  deliver  them,  and  they  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  be  ignorant  of  what  an  operator 
ims  to  do Jor  them.  Many  furgeons,  who  do 
not  praClife  midwifery,  employ  women  to 
deliver  their  wives;  nay,  the  greatefl  furgeoa 
in  England  does.  Is  not  this  becaufe  they 

know 
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Inoti)  men  can  handle  inftruments  dexte- 
roufly  ? Did  we  ever  hear  of  a man-midwife 
being  voluntarily  abfent  from  his  wife, 
when  delivered  by  one  of  his  brethren  ? Is 
not  this  a proof  that  he  knows  there  isaneeds- 
be  for  his  prefence  ? 

I have  often  heard  accoucheurs  wonder, 
that  women  can  fo  eafily  fubmit  to  male 
affiftance ; and  well  they  may  wonder,  becaufe 
they  know  it  is  unneceffary.  No  doubt  they 
will  ftill  endeavour  to  continue  their  grofs 
impofition;  and  if  they  fucceed,  we  may 
fafely  apply  the  words  of  Fielding  to  wives  : 

‘ Credulity’s  always  In  fathion  ; 

* For  folly’s  a fund  will  never  lofe  ground, 

‘ While  fools  are  fo  rife  in  the  nation.’ 

But  let  us  hope  better  things;  for  EnglifTi 
females  in  general  have  only  fubmitted  to 
men,  becaufe  they  imagined  themfelves  more 
fafe  in  their  hands  than  in  thofe  of  women, 
and  they  ftill  poftefs  chaftity  enough  to  em- 
ploy their  own  fex,  as  foon  as  they  are  un^ 
deceived.  Therefore  I will  venture  to  ap- 
ply Pope’s  words  to  every  fcnftble  hufband, 
leaving  thofe,  who  will  not  be  convinced 
I 6 that 
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that  reafon  is  a better  guide  than  falhion,  to 
apply  the  firft  two  lines  to  themfelves. 

‘ Some  pofitive,  perfifting  fops  we  know, 

* Who  if  once  wrong,  w;//  needs  be  alnxiays  fo  : 

‘ But  you,  with  pleafure  own  your  errors  pad,. 

, And  make  each  day  a critique  on  the  laft.’ 

Dr.  Hamilton  and  his  oblletric  brethren 
will  doubtlefs  plead,  the  cruelty  of  throwing' 
fo  many  medical  men  out  of  employment; 
yes,  and  the  keepers  of  ill-famed  houfes- 
ihink  it  cruel  to  be  deprived  of  their  licences. 
J.et  each  of  them  purfue  a decent  employ- 
ment, and  I fhall  be  the  laft  perfon  to  in- 
terrupt them  in  it.  But  while  the  liberty  O’f 
the  prefs  is  permitted,  I fhall  confider  it 
my  DUTY  to  bear  a faithful  teftimony  againft 
the  praBice  of  ihdiibody  oj  men^  whofe  bujinefs 
it  is  wantonly  and  unneceflarily  to  violate 
female  modefty ; until  they  become  afliamcd 
of  their  paft  aftions,  and  transfer  fuch  an  ef- 
feminate calling  to  its  original  proprietors. 

You  will  plainly  perceive.  Sir,  that  my 
principal  deftgn,  in  writing  this  book,  is  to 
ftop  the  progrefs  of  obftetric  arms,  by  op- 
pofing  a legion  of  well-difciplined  Amazons 
thereto;  and  that  my  secondary  aim  is,, 

to 
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to  perfuade  hufbands  to  ftand  fentinel  during 
the  delivery  of  their  wives,  in  order  to  pro> 
left  them  from  being  thruft  at  by  fuch  fteel 
weapons,  until  there  fliall  be  a fufficient 
number  of  ■women  trained  vp  to  take  the 
field  with  their  natural  arms  alone. 

I do  not  think  it'  neceffary  to  apologize 
for  the  mode  of  treating  this  fubjeft.  1 have 
ftudied  delicacy  of  fentiment,  as  much  as 
was  confiftent with  perfpicuity ; endeavouring 
to  avoid  licentious  ideas  on  the  one  hand, 
and  ambiguity  on  the  other;  wifliing  this 
book  to  contain  nothing  that  can  be  injuri- 
ous to  the  minds  of  adult  females,  whether 
fingle  or  married.  Had  I rendered  it  un- 
fit to  be  a clofet  companion  for  women,  I 
fhould  have  contributed  to  defeat  the  end, 
for  which  it  was  written. 

I fhall  conclude  with  proving,  that  male- 

midwifery  is  A PERSONAL,  A DOMESTIC^ 
AND  A NATIONAL  EVIL. 

Do  not  the  various  lacerations  of  the. 
perinaeum,  unnecelfary  divifions  of  the  fym- 
phyfis  pubis,  wounded  urethrae,  &c.  men- 
tioned in  the  tenth  letter,  prove,  it  to  be  a 
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PERS0N"AL  evil,  without  any  further  argu- 
ments ? 

It  is  a DOMESTIC  evil,  as  it  creates  great 
difcord  in  families;  this  I have  known  to  be 
the  cafe  in  feveral  families,  and  I have  often 
been  afked  by  gentlemen,  why  females  are 
not  employed  in  midwifery  now,  as  much  as 
heretofore. 

Your  own  common  obfervation  muft  con- 
firm the  truth  of  what  I am  ftating ; but  if 
you  really  want  proof,  that  hufbands  in  ge- 
neral are  very  much  diffatisfied  with  the  fecret 
obftetric'fervices  of  males,  though  an  ima- 
ginary neceifity  caufes  them  to  fubmit  there- 
to, you  need  only  read  the  books  which 
have  been  written  againft  man-midwifery,  in 
order  to  be  amply  convinced.  The  fpirit  of 
thefe  books  plainly  fliew,  that  the  authors  of 
them  detefted  every  woman,  who  had  un- 
necelfarily  fubmitted  to  the  hands  of  accou- 
cheurs, fo  that  their  own  wives  would  have 
totally  loft  their  affeflions,  by  employing 
them. 

Not  long  fince  a gentleman  married  a 
very  beautiful  woman,  and  when  ftie  was 
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pregnant  of  her  firft  child,  he  was  very  un- 
happy for  feveral  months,  fearing  fhe  would 
be  perfuaded,  by  fome  of  her  fajhionable 
female  friends,  to  engage  a man  to  deliver 
her;  till  fhe  one  day  told  him,  fhe  intended 
to  befpeak  a midwife  in  the  neighbourhood. 
He  clafped  her  in  his  arms,  and  faid,  he 
would  not  have  oppofed  it,  had  die  chofen  a 
man,  as  he  might  have  caufed  her  friends  to 
think,  he  was  not  fufhciently  attentive  to  her 
fafety ; but  that  his  affe6lion,  which  was 
ftrengihened  greatly  by  her  choice  of  a wo- 
man,mull  have  been  confiderably  diminiflhed, 
by  her  employing  a man.  This  fa6l  I can 
authenticate.  And  how  can  any  fenfible 
hufband  think  otherwife  than  this  did  ? 
Do  men  marry  wives  to  be  prabliling-blocks 
for  midwife-doftors  ? Women  know  not 
how  much  they  weaken  their  hufband’s  affec- 
tions by  employing  men. 

If  you  and  your  obftetric  brethren  were 
difpofed  to  be  ufeful  members  of  fociety, 
and  to  promote  domeftic  happinefs,  you 
would  ceafe  to  teach  midwifery  to  a parcel 
of  licentious  boys  (many  of  whom  muff  be 
licentious,  out  of  fuch  a vaft  number)  and 

you 
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you  would  inftruft  females  in  eweiy  thing; 
relative  to  midwifery,  except  the  ufe  of  the^ 
forceps,  fdlfars,  and  crotchet. 

Permit  me  to  extradta  few  fentences  from.'* 
fome  of  the  books  I juft  now  mentioned,  as' 
a collateral  evidence  that  the  peace  of  many 
families  is  interrupted  by  the  praflice  of 
men-midwives.  > ‘ * I know  feveral  gentle- 
‘ men  of  fortune,  who  declare  that  nothing' 

^ can  induce  them  to  marry,  while  they  are* 

‘ to  be  deemed  brvlcs^  if  they  do  notfubmit 
‘ to  the  fhameful  praftice  the  following' 

‘ fheets  will  difclofe  ; though  not  half  what 
*■  I could  lay  open,. if  I did  not  think  enough 
‘ has  been  faidi  to  determine  every  man  of 
‘ fenfe,  before  he  marries,  to  enter  a caveat 
‘ in  the  marriage-fettleraent  to  bar  men- 
‘ midwives. 

* t P know  not  which  to  defpife  moft 

‘ the  hufbands,  who  give  up  their  wives  to  be* 

‘ fo  wantonly  and  fo  unnecelfarily  handled 
‘ and  touched  by  men-midwives ; or  the- 
* wives,,  who  are  fo  void  of  a proper  fenfe 

‘ oP 

* Midwifery  analiaed,  3d  edit.  pnge-i7,  of  the  letter- 
addreffed  to  John  Ford. 

+ Mid.  Anal,  page  17. 
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* of  their  hufbands’  dignity,  and  their  own 
' modefly,  to  employ  men-midwives  upon 

* any  occafion : nay,  I fay  upon  every 

‘ occafion  ; for  when  once  the  male-midwife 

* has  got  admijfion  into  a houfe,  he  becomes 
‘ phyfician-general  to  the  whole  family.  If 
‘ the  hufband  be  ill,  the  wife  will  not  be 
‘ eafy,  unlefs  her  doClor  be  called  in,  to  the 
‘ great  prejudice  of  phyficians  regularly 
‘ bred.  The  dangerous  confequences  of 
‘ iron  inftruments,  conftantly  ufed  by  men- 

* midwives,  and  which  often  dehroy  the  life 

* of  the  child,  or  mother,,  or  both;  and  the 
‘ certainty  of  rendering  the  woman’s  perfon 
‘ difagreeable,  if  not  difgullful,  to  her  huf- 

* band,  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  wo- 
‘ men,  provided  the  matter  of  delicacy, 

* decency,  and  modefty,  were  out  of  the 
‘ quellion.’ 

Page  22.  ‘ Why  then  fliould  w'omen 

‘ think  it  necelfafy  to  expofe  their  perfons 
‘ and  their  infirmities,  and  to  be  twilled  and 

* turned  about,  in  whatever  pollure  or  atti- 
‘ tude  the  man-midwife  is  pleafed  to  direfl, 
‘ either  in  bed  or  up,  and  to  keep  her  hvjhand 
‘ all  that  time  in  more  pain  of  minu 

‘ than. 
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^ than  that  xuhich  pie  fvffers  in  lody^  for  no 
‘ other  end  but  vanity  of  having  a doftor, 
‘ as  they  call  it;  but  what  I call  an  out- 
‘ RAGE  ifc  fenfe,  dig.nity^  love.,  and  virtue.' 
Page  40.  ‘ That  it  is  an  imraodeft,  an  un- 

* neceffary,  and  a iliameful  praftice,  I will 
‘ maintain ; _and  that  there  lives  not  a man 

* of  fenfe  and  fentiment,  who  loves  his  wife, 
‘ that  ever  returned  to  her  bed  with  that  de- 
‘ gree  of  fatisfaflion  and  affeftion,  who  has 

* undergone  a male-midwife’s  touch,  as  fhe 

* whofe  perfon  is,  or  he  fuppofes  to  have 
‘ been,  facred  to  him,  and  him  alone. 

* Whenever  I fee  a married  woman  nice  in 

* fentiment,  and  delicate  in  her  exprejfions, 

* and  find  fhe  is  attended  by  male-mid- 
‘ wives,  I confider  her  a pretender  to  both : 
® I look  on  her  with  contempt.’ 

Page  51.  ‘ Has  fire  not  by  fo  doing,  fa^ 

* crificed  her  modefty  to  fafiiion,her  perfon 
‘ to  the  higheft  indignity,  and  her  hufband’s 

* honour  to  the  fneers  and  fecret  contempt 

* even  of  her  male  operators  ?’ 

Page  89.  ‘ I fpeak  the  fentiments  of  all 

* fenfible  men,  when  1 declare,  I attribute 

* the  profligacy  of  the  women  of  the  pre- 

‘ fent 
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* fent  age,  to  the  praSices  of  men-mld- 
‘ wives;  and  pronounce  every  woman,  who 

* permits  the  vifits  of  a male  iouching  opera- 

* tor.,  during  her  jrregnancy,  unworthy  of 
‘ the  affeftion  or  regard  of  her  hufband; 

* and  every  one  who  admits  them,  even  in 
‘ thehour  of  labour’  (hemeansunnecefl'arily) 
‘ not  wmrthy  of  his  future  embraces,  or 
‘ worth  thofe  of  any  other  man  ; and  that 
‘ it  is  the  VERY  worst  e/  all  projlitution, 

* and  will  foon  extinguifti  even  the  praEiice 

* of  matrimony,  except  among  that  clafs  of 

* people  who  poffefs  neither  fenfe  nor  fenti- 

* ment.’ 

Page  35.  ‘ I never  meet  any  of  thefe 

* obftetrical  profeffors,  that  I do  not  look 

* upon  them  as  I fhould  on  the  Emperor  of 

* Morocco,  or  the  Bafhaw  of  Tangiers, 
‘ going  to  vilit  his  feraglio.’ 

Now,  Sir,  as  you  and  your  brethren  can- 
not tell,  how  many  of  your  patients’  huf- 
bands  are  of  the  fame  opinion  as  this  author, 
though  they  keep  it  to  themfelves,  it  is 
your  duty,  to  refufe  to  deliver  any  woman 
whofe  hufband  is  not  prefent,  if  at  home; 
that  he  may  fee  you  do  no  more  than  is  your 

duty, 
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duty,  and  have  no  caufe  to  upbraid  his  wife 
for  tolerating  improper  praftices.  But  I 
have  before  provedy  that  men  prefer  the 
abfence  of  hufbands  for  feveral  reafons, 
however  unhappy  their  minds  may  be, 
while  they  are  clofeted  with  their  wives  on 
thefe  intereJHng  occafions.  Men’s  averlion 
to  their  prefence  fliews,  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  abfent;  and  if  they  were  contented 
with  doing  their  duty  onlyy  they  would  in- 
fift  on  the  hufl)and’s  prefence,  efpecially 
when  they  try  the  £rft  pains,  which  are 
generally  too  weak  to  affe6t  every 
fenfibiliiy.  Another  author  fays,  ‘ * If  our 
‘ women,  holding  the  fentiments  of  mankind 
‘ at  defiance,  impudently  continue  the  prac- 
‘ tice  in  the  face  of  day,  fhall  we  not  try  to 

* force  up  one  drop  of  modefk  blood  into 
‘ their  cheeks,  if  one  can  be  found  in  their 
‘ whole  frame? 

‘ I wifli  to  make  them  blulb,  even  at  the 
‘ idea  of  employing  a man. 

‘ If  any  other  .man  were  to  be  caught 

* taking  fuch  liberties,  the  hufband  would 
‘ deem  it  fufficient  caufe  for  a feparation, 

* Dodtorj. 

* Thoughts  on  the  times. 
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* Do6Vors  Commons,  &c.  And  yet  I cannot 

* conceive  why  he  fli mid  feel  himfelf  more 

* injured,  by  the  freedo  ns  having  been 
taken  by  a gay  young  man  of  fafliion, 

* than  by  a doQor. 

* Have  not  the  liberties  that  be  has  wan- 
^ tonly  taken  with  her  perlon,  removed  the 

* fhame  of  a firft  violation  ? 

‘ Have  not  the  facred  limits,  that  modedy 

* j^o^/fi^guard  from  defilement,  been  profaned 

* and  polluted,  by  an  unhallowed  hand  ? 

‘ Accullomed  to  the  licentious  familiari- 

* ties  of  one  man  (not  her  hufband)  a path 

* has  not  only  been  opened,  but  made 
**  fmooth,  and  eafy  for  another.  Mon- 
‘ ftrous! 

‘ Have  we  no  feeling  left  ? After  modefiy 

* has  flown  from  our  dwellings,  can  we  be 
‘ furprifed  if  virtue  follows  its  companion' 
‘ and  defender  ? Infamous  as  the  adultrefs 
‘ is,  her  crime  admits  of  extenuation,  and 
‘ fhe  feems  pure  when  balanced  againft,  the 

* pretender  to  raodefty,  who  fends  for  her 
‘ doftor  to  be  digitated.  Shame  on  fo 
‘ abandoned  a praftice!  Let  it  be  cried 
•'  dowiij  and  fcandalized,  as  every  man 

* wiflies 
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^ wiflies  to  preferve  his  wife  and  daughters 
“ from  pollution.  There  is  no  pretence  for 
« it  in  nature  ; and  if  the  public  take  it  up 
« with  fpirit,  women  who  are  not  abandoned, 
‘ will  be  as  much  alham-ed  to  have  it  known 
‘ that  they  wantonly  employ  a man- 
‘ midwife,  as  they  Jhould  be,  on  being  de- 
‘ tefted  in  adultery.  We.owe  it  to  ourfclves, 
‘ we  owe  it  to  our  wives,  to  our  children, 
‘ and  we  owe  it  to  our  country. 

‘ Should  not  a modejl  woman  be  fatisjied 

* with  having  a man  in  waiting,  ready,  and 

* rather  take  the  chance  that  Jlie  may  be 

* one  of-  the  twenty  in  two  thoufand’  (who 
have  difficult  labours)  ‘ than  pre-refolve  on 
e expofing  her  perfon,  wantonly^  in  a fcan- 
‘ dalous  manner,  to  a ftrange  man,  before 

* ffie  knows  that  her  cafe  requires  it  How 

‘ much,  then,  do  thefe  women  deferve  to  be 
‘ fhamed,  and  pointed  at,  in  every  com- 
^ pany,  who,  fetting  all  deeiance, 

‘ pre-refolve  to  employ  a man  ?’ 

You  fee^  Sir,  how  much  the  minds  of 
fome  men  have  fuffered,  from  being  obliged 
(perhaps  from  their  being  fituated  out  of  the 
reach  of  a midwife)  to  give  up  their  wives 

to 
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to  male  bands.  Certainly  (as  Dr,  Buchan 
obferves)  midwifery  is  an  employment  moil 
proper  for  females,  on  many  accounts. 

Mi??j-midwifery  is  alfo  a national 
evil. 

The  firil  proof  hereof  I fhall  quote^  from 
a book  entitled,  The  Danger  and  Immodejly 
unnecejfarily  employing  Men-midzuives. 

Page  27.  * It  is  to  the  almoft  general 

* cuftom  of  employing  men-midwives,  that 
*•  I attribute  the  frequent  adulteries  which  dif- 
‘ grace  our  country.  Ignorance  has  fpread 

this  fhamelefs  cuftom.  Ignorance  leads 
‘ people  to  fuppoje  men  fafer  than  women. 

* Ignorance  of  what  the  ?nf?z-midwives.^/(7, 
® leads  modeft  women  at  jirjl  to  fubmit  to 

* employ  men ; and  it  is  ignorance  which 
^ leads  hufbands  (who  love  their  wives]  to 
‘ recommend,  nay  even  fometimes  force 
‘ them  on  their  wives.  They  know  not 
■*  what  ftripes  they  are  preparing  for  them- 

* felves. 

Page  28.  ‘ In  thirty  years  praflice,  a 

* perion  might  pro.bably  never  mee.t  with  a, 

* fiT^gle  cafe  where  a good  woman  might 

* not  have  done  the  bufinefs.  This  confeffion 

* was  made  to  me  by  an  eminent  man-mid- 

‘ wife. 
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< wife,  after  a pra6lice  of  thirty-fix  years. 
‘ How  elfe  would  the  world  have  been 
‘ peopled  ? The  men  have  but  lately  come 
‘ into  fafiiion. 

* In  praife  of  Scotland  and  Irelandho.  it 

* fpoken,  the  women  of  thofe  couniries  are 

‘ Rill  too  modeft  to  employ  them*.  What  is 
‘ is  the  confeqnence  ? happen  very 

* feldom  in  tijofe  countries.  If  men-mid- 

* wives  were  requifite  to  bring  children  into 

* the  w'orld,  what  would  become  of  the 

* wilds  of  America — the  plains  of  Africa.? 
‘ Even  the  Elottentot  women  are  too  mo- 

* deft  to  employ  men — they  leave  that 

* abandoned  cuftom  to  our  Englifh  ladies— 
‘ yet  they  are  fo  fruitful,  they  furnifh  flaves 
‘ for  the  globe.  It  is  a notorious  fa£l,  that 
‘ more  children  have  been  loft,  fiiice,  women 
‘ were  fo  fcandaloufly  indecent  as  to  em- 
‘ ploy  men,  than  for  ages  before  that  prac- 
‘ tice  became  fo  general. 

Page  31.  ‘ Who  can  wmnder  at  the  pro- 

‘ fiigacy  of  the  times,  when  it  is  known 
‘ that  even  women  of  chaia6ter  foon  be- 
‘ come  fo  callous  to  the  balhfulnefs  which 

* ought 

* They  alfo  have  lately  caught  the  oblletric  majculine 
influenza ! 
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* ought  to  charafterize  their  fex,  from  be- 

* ing  habituated  to  the  familiarities  of  theii* 
‘ men-midwives.’ 

P^ge  33.  ‘ It  cannot  be  denied,  xoith 

* truths  but  thefe  vifitations  from  men-mid- 

* wives,  remove,  in  a great  meafure,  the 
‘ horror  of  thofe  intrufions  on  the  advanced 
‘ polls  of  virtue,  which  are  its  greateft  fafe- 

* guards — and  ferve  to  prepare  the  way  for 

* the  addreffes  of  gay  young  men,  who  make 
‘ it  their  bufinefs  to  feduce  married  women 
‘ into  the  path  of  infamy. 

‘ She  cannot  but  be  confcious,  that  the 

* do6tor  is  infringing  on  the  hufband.’  Is 
he  not  infringing  on  his  own  wife  alfo  ? 

Page  35.  ‘ Blufli,  ye  women  of  fafiiion, 

* to  own  that  any  man  befides  your  hufbandj 

* is  admitted  to  liberties  with  your  perfons!’ 

Page  40.  * What  undertaking  can  be 

‘ more  difficult  to  fucceed  in,  than  an  en- 

* deavour  to  reform  the  manners  of  a vicious 
‘ age?  Yet,  encouraged  by  the  confciouf- 
‘ nefs  of  the  reftitude  of  my  intentions,  and 
‘ of  the  fincerity  of  my  wiffies  to  repair  the 
‘ foundation  of  matrimonial  happinefs,  &c.’ 

Page  43.  ‘ It  is  for  this  wanton  ufe  of 

K f meuj 


( 206  ) 

« men,  that  I wlfh  I had  abilities  to  expofe 
‘ their  want  of  modefly  in  colours  ftriking 

* enough  to  hold  out  fuch  women  to  the 
‘ univerfal  ridicule  of  the  world,  and  draw 
‘ down  on  them  the  contempt  and  indigna- 
‘ tion  of  the  virtuous. 

Page  48.  ‘I  hope  to  live  to  fee  the  day, 

* when  innate  modefty  will  be  the  charac- 
‘ teriftic  of  Englifli  women ; and  0/  courfe^ 

* when  a lady  will  not  be  more  publicly 

* branded  with  infamy  for  the  moll  barefaced 

* proftitution,  than  for  the  effrontery  which 

* xvill  then  be  neceffary  to  enable  a woman 

* wantonly  to  employ  a man-midwife. 

Page  60.  * Whoever  reads  the  newf- 

* papers  of  three  years  back,  will  find  many 
« paragraphs  informing  us  of  the  profecution 
« of  men  midwives  for  crim.  con.’ 

Each  of  thefe  three  authors  fhew,  that 
great  mifchief  has  been  done  by  the  impa- 
tience and  inftruments  of  men  and  boys, 
and  that  fkilful  midwives  are  much  fafer ; 
but  as  I have  before  provej)  it  from 
FACTS,  I need  not  quote  what  they  have 
written  thereon. 

And  now.  Sir,  what  can  be  more  evident, 

than 
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than  that  man-midwifery  is  a nationai, 
evil  ? Is  it  not  the  deflru6lion  of  female 
modefty  ? Hence  the  readinefs  of  women  to 
admit  a new  do6lor  every  child,  if  their 
former  do6lor  happens  to  be  engaged  when 
they  fall  in  labour.  Hence  the  cuftoni 
(among  fajhionablc  females)  of  fending  for 
their  do^lors  to  inform  them  if  thev  be  with 
child.  Hence  the  elopements  and  adulteries 
among  noble  and  honourable  couples,  and  the 
little  cenfure  fuch  conduct  meets  with. 
Hence  the  immodefty  of  women  who  can 
lit  in  the  pit  of  the  theatres,  among  males, 
and  behold  the  half-fldrted  female  dancers, 
difeovering  the  lhape  of  their  legs  and  thighs 
pro  bono  publico  *.  Hence  the  number  of 
young  women  who  give  way  to  their  feducers, 
after  feeing  their  mothers  voluntarily  fubmit 
to  be  handled  and  twilled  by  men-midwives, 
without  the  proteflion  of  their  hufbands; 
though  a more  modell  neighbour  has  been 
delivered  fafely  (feveral  times)  by  women. 
Hence  the  improper  familiarities  at  mafquc- 
rades,  between  lewd  men  of  falhion,  and 
women  whofe  modefty  has  been  facrificed 
K 2 at 

* Having  begun  to  imitate  the  French,  In  midwifery, 
we  go  on  to  imitate  their  various  fafaionable  levities. 


( 2o8  ) 

at  the  fhrine  of  men-midwives,  and  who 
are  therefore  no  longer  fliocked  by  foreign 
invajions.  Hence  the  unblufhing  effrontery 
of  thofe  women,  who  went  into  an  open 

court  to  fwear,  that  Dr. had  often  laid 

them,  without  lying  with  them,  when  he  was 
tried  for  ravifliing  one  of  his  patients*; 
which  alfo  proves  a former  idea  of  mine, 
namely,  that  women  think  they  owe  their 
lives  to  their  doflors,  and  will  do  any 
thing  to  ferve  them. 

Thefe  things  are  the  natural  confequences 
of  man-midwifery;  for  women  would  have 
been  fhunned  by  all  their  modeft  female 
friends,  before  that  abominable  praflice  be- 
came fafhionable,  had  they  been  guilty  of 
half  the  lewdnefs  which  they  now  praftife 
with  impunity. 

‘ What  barriers’ (fays  Mrs.  Nihell)  ‘are 
‘ thrown  down,  what  a door  is,  opened  to 
* licentioufnefs,  by  the  admiffion  of  this  fo 
‘ needlefs  innovation  ? Think  of  an  army, 
‘ if  but  of  Dr.  Smellie’s  nine  hundred  pupils, 
‘ conftantly  recruiting  with  the  pupils  of 
‘ thofe  pupils,  let  loofe  againft  the  female 

‘ fex, 

* Read  the  whole  Rory  in  Midwifery  Analized. 
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* fex,  and  what  an  havock  they  may  make 
‘ of  both  its  fafety  and  modefty,  to  fay 
‘ nothing  of  the  detriment  to  population,  in 
‘ the  dehruftion  of  the  infants,’ 

I will  now  PROVE  that  the  educating 
of  men  for  the  practice  of  midwifery,  is  a 
NATIONAL  EVIL,  fincc  it  promotes  pro- 
flitution. 

In  the  feventh  letter,  I took  notice  of 
the  mode  of  teaching  males  to  ule  tlie 
catheter;  of  the  touching  leflure;  of  fuf- 
fcring  thirty  or  forty  male  pupils  to  attend 
one  woman  in  labour;  and  of  permitting, 
each  of  them  to  examine  her.  We  cannot  fup- 
pofe  any  modeft  mariied  woman  would  lub- 
mit  to  fuch  treatment  a fecond  time ; therefore 
we  will  allow  the  majority  of  females  lo  han- 
dled, to  have  been  feduced,  and  the  refl  of 
them  to  be  ftreet-pacers,  or  vice  verfa.  But 
are  the  bed  of  them  likely  to  be  reclaimed, 
and  made  good  members  ol  fociety,  after, 
having  been  touched,  and  handled,  and 
twilled,  and  turned,  and  expofed  by,  and  to, 
fuch  a number  of  boy'&;  and  after  feeing 
other  females  ferved  the  fame,  who  happen 
to  be  delivered  in  the  fame  room  during 
K 3 their 
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iheir  confinement  ? On  the  contrary,  doth 
it  not  erad'cate  every  remaining  virtuous 
fentiment,  and  complete  their  education  as 
common  proftitutes ; juft  as  a few  weeks 
education  in  Newgate,  qualifies  the  pick- 
pocket for  the  highway  ? 

AVhereas  many  of  thefe  women,  yea,  of 
the  word  of  them,  might  perhaps  become 
good  members  of  fociety,  if  they  were  de- 
livered by  their  own  fex,  and  if  fome  good 
matron  were  to  give  them  a lefilure  now-and- 
ihen  during  their  recovery,  on  the  advan- 
tages of  a virtuous  life.  But,  alas ! thefe 
male-lying-in  hofpitals  are  fo  far  from  being 
worthy  of  the  names  of  charitable  inftitu- 
tions ; the  certainty  of  a reception  into  them, 
and  of  lying-in  free  of  expence,  and  of  re- 
ceiving money  from  the  pupils  into  the 
bargain,  induces  many  to  take  flielter  in  the 
infernal  afylum,  a fecond,  and  perhaps  a 
third  ox  fourth  time,  who  would  ctherwife 
become  induftrious  and  ufeful  to  fociety, 
after  their  firft  misfortune. 

As  I before  obferved,  very  few  virtuous 
married  women  will  enter  thefe  obftetric 
brothels,  fo  that  men  cannot  be  taught  the 

prafilical 
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praQical  part  of  midwifery,  without  having 
proftitutes  to  pra6life  upon;  and  thofe  who 
are  not  abandoned  when  they  enter  the 
hofpital,  have  very  different  ideas  when 
they  leave  it.  And  is  not  this  a n ati on  al 
evil?  What  fignifies  inftituting  one  Afy- 
lum  in  order  to  reclaim  unfortunate  females, 
while  many  others  are  eflabliflied  which  tend 
to  ruin  them,  and  all  this  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe,  but  to  fill  the  pockets,  and  indulge  the 
lafcivious  defires  of  a body  of  men,  who 
have  chojen  fuch  an  effeminate  employment 
in  preference  to  all  others,  and  impofe 
themfelves  on  the  credulity  of  virtuous 
females,  by  making  them  believe,  that  na- 
ture does  little  or  nothing  for  them  in  labour, 
and  that  they  cannot  be  fafe  in  female 
hands. 

To  fum  up  thefe  three  particulars,  is  there 
no  evil,  in  cutting  a woman’s  fhare-bone  in 
two  before  the  effefit  of  the  labour-pains  be 
tried  ? In  performing  this  operation  on  a wo- 
man who  can  bear  living  children  by  the  powers 
of  nature  only,  when  attended  by  a mid- 
wife I In  breaking  inftruments  in  the  wohabs 
of  women,  who  afterwards  expel  the  children 
K 4 by 
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by  the  labour  pains  only  ? In  fcooping  out 
child) Oil’s  brains,  when  there  is  no  manner 
of  difficulty  in  the  cafe  ? In  cutting  open 
the  bellies  and  wombs  of  women,  who  after- 
wards bear  living  children  ? In  working 
near  three  hours  at  the  heads  of  children 
with  fteel  inftruments,  eight  hours  before  the 
pai.ns  arrive  at  their  greateft  force?  In 
tearing  women’s  perinaei  quite  in  two,  from 
the  frcenum  labiorum  to  the  anus,  by  the 
faid  inftrument?  In  falling  afleep  over 
women,  and  being  acceffary  to  the  child’s 
death?  In  praflifing  midwifery  before  it  is 
ftudied,  and  caufing  the  child’s  death  ? In  tear- 
ing a patient’s  womb,  and  cutting  off  a part 
of  her  inteftines  ? -^In  writing  effiays  to  prove, 
that  an  unborn  child  is  not  hurt,  by  plunging 
a perforator  into  its  head*?  In  uncovering 
women  before  a great  number  of  boys,  &c.  ? 
One  famous  accoucheur  recommends  and 
ufes  the  lever,  before  the  effect  of  the  la- 
bour-pains be  tried  ; another,  the  knife;  a 
third,  the  fciffars  and  the  crotchet. 

Thefe  are  Jonie  of  the  bleffed  advantages 

of 

* Surely  Dr,  Otborn  afled  very  imprudently  herein, 
even  if  it  were  poflible  to  proye  it. 
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of  man-midwifery ; and  now  I befeech  any 
rational  Being  to  judge,  whether  it  be  a 

PERSONALIA  DOMESTIC,  AND  A NATIONAL 

EVIL,  or  not. 

I intended  to  conclude  here,  but  mull  beg 
your  patience  a little  longer. 

A few  words  concerning  abortions. 

You  know.  Sir,  when  the  embryo  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  dead,  but  does  not  come  away 
within  a few  days;  if  the  woman  have  much 
hemorrhage,  flie  is  examined  per  vaginam ; 
and  if  the  ftate  of  the  os  uteri  will  permit  it, 
the  extraneous  fubjefl  is  brought  away 
manually.  And  pray,  Sir,  why  do  not 
accoucheurs  fend  for  a woman  to  do  this.^ 
Does  it  require  greai  fldll  ? So  they  would 
make  their  patients  believe,  in  order  to  make 
them  fubmit  to  fuch  an  outrageous  attack  on 
their  raodelly,  at  a time  when  they  are  no£ 
in  labour.  And  why  does  the  hufband’s 
prefence  offend  them  on  this  occafion  too, 
that  they  mufl  have  him  out  of  the  room, 
before  they  attempt  to  examine  his  wife.^ 
Be  fo  kind,  Sir,  as  to  tell  the  public,  what  is 
their  motive  for  preferring  this  fecrecy. 

Dr.  Ofborn  having  quoted  the  facred 
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“writings,  I will  follow  his  example,  and 
take  the  liberty  to  recommended  thefe  two^ 
paflages  to  your  confideration. 

‘ Men  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light, 

* becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil.  For  every 
‘ one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  light,  nei- 
‘ ther  cometh  to  the  light,  left  his  deeds 

* Ihould  be  reproved. 

* Can  a man  take  fire  in  his  bofom^and  his 
“ clothes  not  be  burned?  Can  one  go  upon 
“ hot  coals,  and  his  feet  not  be  burned  ? So 

* he  that  goeth  in  to  his  neighbour’s  "wife', 

“ whofoever  toucheth  her  Jhall  not  be  in~ 

* nocent.' 

When  I refteft  on  the  confequences  of 
keeping  hufhands  from  their  wives  when  in 
labour,  I am  filled  with  indignation  againft 
the  men  who  encourage  it.  They  all  know 
that  COURAGE  ftimulates  the  uterus  to  con- 
fraft,  and  naturally  haftens  the  birth 5 
and  that  fear  prevents  uterine  coniraflion, 
and  protrafls  the  birth,  perhaps  for  feveral 
hours;  juft  as  encouragement  invigorates 
the  weak  party  in  combat,  and  vice  verja. 

I fay,  they  all  know  this,  and  yet,  timid 
■women  mult  be  kept  feveral  hours  longer  in 

pain. 
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pain,  rather  than  be  permitted  to  receive  the 
encouragements  of  their  tender  hufbandsr 
and  then,  to  make  amends  for  this  defeft,, 
the  infant’s  head  muil  be  battered  three  hours 
with  the  fteel  lever! 

For  the  fake  of  humanity  as  well  as 
decency,  thefe  dark  male  deeds  ought  to  be 
expofed  to  the  hufban ds,  that  they  may  fee 
whether  they  be  evil  or  not. 

You  fay,  there  were  near  forty  pupils  irt.. 
your  clafs,  who  attended  Nelly  Sanderfon’s 
labour.  Now,  we  will  fuppofe  that  you 
and  Dr.  Lowder  educate  (at  lead)  one  hun- 
dred pupils  annually;  i.  e.  two  thoufand  ire 
twenty  years.  It  is  natural  to  imagine,  thejr 
are  all  advocates  for  the  lever,  and  that  they 
all  ufe  it  occafionally;  you  inform  us,  your 
fon  has  repeatedly  had  recourfe  to  it;  we 
will  take  it  for  granted,  that  each  pupil 
(after  he  has  begun  bufinefs]  delivers,  at 
lead,  one  hundred  women  annually  : if 
therefore  they  ufe  the  lever  on  the  head  of 
only  one  child  in  ten,  as  Juccefsfully  as  your 
fon  did,  FOUR  MILLIONS  of  childrens 
heads  mud  be  wounded  in  twenty  years,,  by 
the  Jcholars  oj  two  teachers  only  ! J 
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For  humanity’s  fake  then,  let  every  huf- 
band  infpeft  the  condufl  of  his  wife’s  ac- 
coucheur. 

I do  not  take  any  account  of  the  number 
of  ftill-born  children,  wounded  urethrae, 
and  lacerated  perinaei,  which  may  be  occa- 
fioned  by  ufing  the  lever  four  millions  of 
times!  and  all  this  may  be  hidden  under  the 
mafic  of  original  difficulty. 

Again,  What  woman  can  be  deemed  vir- 
tuous, who  fuffers  another  man  to  take 
liberties  with  her  behind  her  huffiancl’s 
back,  which  ffie  would  objeft  to  before  his 
face?  Yet,  accoucheurs  pra61ically  encou- 
rage this.  Then  let  not  thofe  women  (who 
have  afled  fo  fooliffily)  repeat  it  j if  they 
do,  I would  advife  more  modeft  females  to 
treat  them  according  to  the  following  advice 
of  Dr.  Sterne*.  ‘ Was  no  quality  a ffielter 
t againft  the  indecorums  of  the  other  fex, 
‘ but  was  every  woman  without  diftindion 
‘ who  had  juftly  forfeited  her  reputation, 

* from  that  moment  was  ffie  fure  to  forfeit 

* likewife  all  claim  to  civility  and  refped; 

* Yorkk’s  Sermons.  Vol.  z,  Ser.  nth, 
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* or  in  a word,  could  it  be  eftablifhed  as  a 

* law  in  our  ceremonial,  that  wherever  cha- 
‘ rafters  in  either  fex  were  become  notofi- 

* ous,  it  fliould  be  deemed  infamous  either 

* to  pay  or  receive  a vifit  from  them,  and 

* the  door  were  to  be  fhut  againft  them  in 

* all  public  places,  till  they  had  fatisfied  the 
‘ world,  by  giving  teflimony  of  a better: 

‘ A few  fuch  plain  and  honejl  maxims  faith- 
' fully  put  in  praftice,  would  force  us  upon 

fome  degree  of  reformation.  Till  this  is 
‘ done,  it  avails  little  that  we  have  no  mer- 
‘ cy  upon  them  with  our  tongues,  fince  they 
‘ efcape  without  feeling  any  other  ineonve- 
‘ nicnce. 

‘ We  all  cry  out  that  the  world  is  cor- 

* rupt,  and  I fear  too  juftly;  but  we  never 
‘ refletl  what  we  have  to  thank  for  it,  and 
‘ that  our  open  countenance  of  vice,  which 
‘ gives  the  lye  to  our  private  cenlures  of 

‘ is  its  chief  proteflion  and  encouragement.’ 
I beg  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  that  it  is  abomi- 
nably indecent  for  men  to  attend  a woman 
in  labour,  when  the  hufband  is  not  prefent. 
Are  they  proper  perfons  to  propofe  trying 
pains?  no,  they  ought  to  tell  the  hufband 

when 


when  it  is  neceffary,  and  let  him  propofe  it 
to  his  wife. 

Moreover,  it  is  much  more  decent  for 
him  to  put  her  on  the  bed,  and  to  change 
her  pofition,  if  neceffary,  than  for  another 
man  to  make  himfelf  fo  bufy,  when  the 
nurfe  is  not  able  to  move  her.  Yes,  fir, 
and*  it  is  the  duty  of  tvevy  man  \n  the  bloom 
of  life,  to  call  the  patient’s  hufband  (if  not 
in  the  room)  to  do  this,  in  order  that  his 
own  bofom  may  not  be  Jiredy  by  touching  his 
neighbour's  wife  in  parts  unaffefled  by  the 
labour  pains  : for  I appeal  to  hufbands  to* 
determine,  whether  they  could  coolly  walk 
upon  hot  coals;  in  other  words,  whether 
they  could  coollyi  turn,  twift,  and  touch  a 
new  and  beautiful  objefl  ? And  whether  the 
man  is  loft  in  the  term.  Doctor  ? Then  what 
fools  have  we  all  been,  fo  tamely  to  give  up . 
our  wives,  beds,  and  bed-rooms  to  other 
men,  in  compliance  with  the  cuftom  of  our 
country,  which  has  been  eftablifhed  to 
anlwer  the  ends  of  midwife-doCtors!  It  muft 
be  a great  crime  truly,  for  a man  to  ap-. 
proach  his  wife  before  the  Doftor  has  done 
with  her!!  I hope  no  hufband  will  fuffer 

himfelf 
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himfelf  to  be  fo  barefacedly  impofed  on  in- 
future. 

It  is  true,  old  men  who  have  been  fatiated 
by  20  or  30  years  praftice  among  fome 
thoufands  of  females,  may  not  feel  much  in- 
convenience ; but  who  can  anfwer  for  boys, 
and  young  men,  after  receiving  an  educa- 
tion which  tends  to  corrupt  the  moil  chafte 
morals  ? What  has  happened  to  Dr.  Morlty 
and  many  others,  may  not  happen  again, 
but  nothing  lefs  than  the  hufband  can  pre- 
vent fome,  even  old,  doftors,  from  making 
too  free  with  their  hands,  their  eyes,  and 
their  inftruments,  as  I have  already  proved 
from  the  conduft  of  Dr.  Smellie  and  others. 

It  appears  -unaccountably  ftrange,  that 
hufbands  -will  place  the  greateft  confidence 
in  men,  whofe  education  renders  them  the 
lead  worthy  of  it.  What  would  a man  feel, 
to  learn  that  any  other  than  a medical  man 
was  in  his  wife’s  room  during  her  delivery, 
though  he  knew  Ihe  was  not  touched  by 
him  ? Would  he  not  inftantly  ruflh  upon 
him,  and  drag  him  out 

Is  it  becaufe  men-midwives  have  been 
educated  in  holpitals,  where  decency  is 
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never  thought  of,  where  women  are  exa- 
mined by  30  pupils  together,  and  where  the 
head-mafler  of  the  ceremonies  uncovers  them 
to  flew  the  operation  of  his  inftruments,  as 
Dr,  Smellie  did;  I fay,  is  it  becaufe  they 
have  learned  fuch  precepts,  and  had  their 
morals  improved  by  fuch  pretty  examples, 
which  their  chaftc  teachers  have  fet  them, 
that  hufbands  place  fuch  wonderful  confi- 
dence in  them  ?* 

I again  alfure  hufbands,  that  no  prudent 
woman  will  let  her  hufband  know,  what  in- 
decency a man-midwife  is  guilty  of,  unlefs 
he  proceed  to  criminal  attempts,  for  reafons 
before  mentioned.  Therefore  let  men  think 
of  Lily’s  proverb,  when  the  doclor  enters 
their  wives’  room.  ‘ Felix,  quern  faciunt 
‘ aliena  pericula  cautum.’ 

Accoucheurs  may  fay,  we  are  fent  for<j 
therefore  though  we  do  go  in  to^  and  touch 
our  neighbours’  wives,  we  are  innocent,  and 
the  guilt  devolves  on  thofe  who  employ  us. 

To  men-midwivcs  in  general,  1 anfwer, 
your  employers  are  innocent,  becaufe  they 
have  been  told  by  you  and  your  female 
friends,  that  they  are  not  fo  fafe  in  raid- 
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wives’ hands ; hni  you  are  guilty,  when- 
ever you  go  in  to  your  neighbour’s  wife  un- 
neceffarily^  for^’ou  know  that  fl<.ilful  midwives 
are  full  as  fafe  as  men,  in  natural  labours, 
though  your  employers  have  been  perfuadei 
otherwife.  Your  affiflance  is  unnecefl'ary, 
when  your  patients  live  near  a good  mid- 
wife, and  when  the  labour  is  natural;  there- 
fore when  you  touch  your  neighbour’s  wife, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  you  are  not  in- 
nocent, though  your  livelihood  depend 
thereon. 

It  is  not  lawful  to  get  money  by  impoft- 
tion,  nor  to  take  improper  liberties  with 
other  men’s  wives,  through  the  channel  of 
their  ignorance  of  what  nature  does  for  them 
in  labour,  though  that  ignorance  may  caufe 
them  to  fend  for  you,  for  that  purpofe. 

If  this  be  not  found  argument,  it  is  law- 
ful for  lewd  men  to  take  improper  liberties 
\vith  a female-ideot,  becaufe  they  have  wick- 
ed cunning  enough  to  perfuade  her  to  con- 
fent  to  it,  or  becaufe  fhe  voluntarily  invites 
them  to  do  it.  Can  there  be  a more  execra- 
ble adlion  than  this  ? And  wherein  does  un- 
7ieceJJary  male-midwifery  differ  from  it  ? 

I verily 
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I verily  believe,  Sir,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
you  and  your  brethren,  to  tell  women  who 
live  near  good  midwives,  and  who  have  not 
experienced  difficulty  in  former  labt)urs,  that 
midwifery  is  not  men’s  work,  though  it  is 
lawful  for  Surgeons  to  affiftin  difficult  cafes. 
If  you  -will  not  now  believe  what  I have  faid 
on  this  particular,  you  may  find  rr  true 
in  the  next  world. 

Some  women,  who  are  not  very  much  at- 
tached to  male-praftice,  think,  men  are  (at 
any  rate)  more  fafe  than  fkilful  raidwives 
the  firft  child.  On  the  contrary,  I have 
been  perfuaded,  that  it  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous to  employ  men  the  firft  child,  and  I 
CAN  relate  feveral  fafts  to  prove  it;  one 
however  fliall  fuffice,  which  I am  prepared 
to  authenticate,  if  called  upon. 

A lady  whom  I know,  had  a man  the  firft 
time,  and  had  a prolapfus  vaginae,  vel  uteri, 
after  her  delivery  ; whether  from  his  lever 
or  not,  I will  not  determine,  though  I am 
free  to  think.  She  being  as  ignorant  as 
nioft  other  women  are,  the  firft  child,  fup- 
pofed  it  to  be  the  navel  ftring,  not  knowing 
that  it  came  away  with  the  placenta,  into 

which 
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\vhich  it  is  inferted,  therefore  file  did  not 
mention  it  to  her  hufband  ; and  the  nurfe 
being  as  ignorant  as  herfelf,  told  the  doflor 
(as  ufual)  from  day  to  day,  that  all  was  right; 
and  the  lady  could  not  mufter  up  courag- 
enough  to  afk  him,  if  her  fituation  was  the 
fame  as  that  of  all  other  females  recen-'^y  de- 
livered. The  firength  of  her  co’<fiitution 
caufed  the  vagina  to  return  of  i^elf  on  the 
fourth  day ; a very  rare  cafei  and  fhe  re- 
covered, though  it  was  ap  hair’s  breadth 
efcape.  But  fhe  will  /lever  have  a man 
again;  for,  asfliejufii'y  obferves,  fhe  could 
have  told  a midwife  her  fituation,  on  the 
firfl:  vifit,  though  fhe  could  not  tell  her 
do61or. 

Women  have  died  in  labour,  rather  than 
tell  their  male-attendant,  they  could  not 
pafs  their  water;  died  in  labour,  -f  fay# 
with  ruptured  bladders!  How  ma.iy  have 
fuffered  extreme  torture,  rather  tlan  give 
their  doflors  the  fame  information  the  firft 
days  of  their  lying-in  ? Thofe  V‘^o  are  at- 
tended by  their  own  fex,  efcap^  all  thefe 
difagreeable  circumftances:  in  Ihort,  wo- 
men are  expofed  to  various  daggers  and  in- 

convcniencies 
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conveniencies  by  employing  the  be  ft  of  men 
(unlefs  they  have  very  fldlfui  nurfes)  which 
they  avoid,  when  they  have  niidwives.  In- 
deed, nuri’es  have  lialf  the  men-midwives’ 
Vufinefs  to  do. 

I?age  101.  you  fay,  ‘ I requefted  my  late 

* worthy  colleague  Dr.  Young  to  attend  the 

* cafe,  tiom  the  beginning  of  labour  along 
‘ with  me.' 

Pray,  Sir,  have  you  publiflied  this  as  an 
example  for  young  operators  to  follow? 

Surely  this  is  the  chff-d’ceuvre  of  yonx  art! 
What,  is  it  not  eno^agh  to  ejeft  the  legal 
tenant  (the  hufband)  fiom  his  bed-room, 
but  you  muft  take  another  ftrange  man  along 
With  you?  It  would  have  been  foon  enough 
t-c  call  him  in,  wfth  the  confent  of  the  pa- 
tient’s  hufband,  when  the  cafe  was  proved 
to  be  precarious,  inftead  of  doing  it  pre- 
fumptirely  before  the  labour. 

Herein,  Sir,  you  afted  the  part  of  a huf- 
band, raher  than  that  of  an  operator ; for 
who  but  he  hufband  has  a right  to  invite 
another  man  to  attend  a woman  in  labour  ? 
By  invitinganother  man  to  attend  with  you, 
you  manifeft?d  your  incompetence  : at  any 

rate. 
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rate,  as  you  are  a teacher  of  art,  it  was 
your  duty  to  attend  the  cafe  without  any 
other  profeCTor,  and  to  make  your  report  to 
Dr.  Young,  while  he  was  wailing  in  another 
room:  he  could  have  given  his  advice  there, 
when  YOU  ought  to  ufe  the  forceps,  without 
increafing  the  woman’s  fears,  by  feeing  and 
Jeeling  that  two  ftrange  men  were  in  the 
room  from  the  beginning  of  labour. 

You  know,  Sir,  it  is  no  uncommon  tiling, 
for  one  accoucher  to  get  accefs  to  a labour 
room,  by  the  favour  of  another  praftitioner, 
as  yourfelf  acknowledge,  page  103. 

What  tame  animals  huibands  are,  when 
their  wives  are  in  labour ! to  fujfer  other 
men  to  grant  favours  of  this  kind. 

I hope,  married  men  will  not  be  fo  eafdy 
deceived  in  future,  as  to  permit  midwife 
dodlors  to  invite  their  friends  to  handle 
their  wives  from  the  beginning  of  labour 
fuch  kind  favours  being  too  valuable  to  be 
wantonly  communicated. 

I alfure  you.  Sir,  I know  many  men, 
who  would  have  given  you  and  your  late 
worthy  friend  Dr.  Young  a very  warm 
reception,  had  they  caught  you  both  in  their 

wives’ 
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wives’  room,  when  one  only  had  been  engag- 
ed. Had  you  attempted  fuch  a thing  feventy 
■years  ago,  when  man-midwifery  was  viewed 
in  a different  light  than  it  is  now,  the  mif- 
taken  modejly  (as  Dr.  Sraellie  calls  itj  of 
our  grandmothers  and  great-grandmothers, 
would  have  prompted  them  to  cry  fhame 
on  you,  or  perhaps  to  fhut  their  doors 
againfl  you. 

It  is  high  time  to  put  a flop  to  thefe  prac- 
tices, efpecially  as  you  and  your  brethren  are 
now  become  fo  bold  as  to  publifti  them.  I 
trull  thefe  letters  will  open  the  eyes  of  mar- 
ried couples,  and  fliew  them  how  much  they 
have  hitherto  been  deceived,  and  how  to 
prevent  future  impofition. 

Excufe  the  length  of  this  letter,  as  it  is  the 
lafl  you  will  receive  from  me,  till  your  fon’s 
promifed  recommendation  of  Dr.  Lowder’s 
lever  fhall  make  its  appearance. 

I did  not  fee  your  anfwer  to  Dr.  Ofborn’s 
Effays,  till  the  third  of  January,  or  you  might 
have  feen  thefe  letters  a little  fooner. 

To  conclude  with  your  own  words,  * I 
* fhall  experience  the  highefl  gratification, 

‘ if  the  arguments  contained  in  thefe  letters, 

‘ in 
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‘ in  favour  of  waiting  till  the  effe61s  6f  the 
‘ labour  pains,  in  forcing  forward  the  child, 
‘ fhall  be  accurately  afeertained,  fliould 
prove  the  means  of  preferving  a fingle 
‘ life,  by  preventing  young  praflitioners 
‘ from  ufing  deftruftive  inftruments,  without 

* the  moft  urgent  caufe.  And  I fliall  feel 
‘ n]yfelf  much  flattered,  if  thefe  arguments 

Ihould  induce  you  to  correfl,  if  not  alto- 

* gether  retradt  thofe erroneous, and,  I think, 
‘ dangerous  opinions,  which  you  maintain 
‘ in  oppohtion  to  thefe  dodrines.’ 

* I have  the  honour  to  be  be’  with  the 
greateft  refpefl  for  you,  though  not  for  your 
profejjion, 

YOUR  MOST  OBEDIENT 

HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

London, 

Feb.  2,  11^3. 

JOHN  BLUNT. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


T HAVE  no  doubt  but  Mr.  HamiIton’'s 
defign  publicly  to  recommend  the  ufe 
of  Dr.  Lowder’s  lever,  after  the  dreadful 
confequences  of  his  tiling  it  on  Mrs.  Gray» 
will  fufficiently  juftify  my  feverity  againft 
its  ufe  in  the  thirteenth  letter.  Yet,  left 
any  reader  fhould  transfer  my  arguments 
againft  the  ufe  of  the  inftrument^  from  thence 
to  the  pcrfons  of  thofe  who  recommend  it^ 
I beg  leave  to  fay,  that  I would  as  foon  em  - 
ploy  Dr.  Hamilton  and  his  fon  to 'deliver 
my  own  wife,  as  any  other  men-,  that  I never 
faw  either  of  them,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  perfonal  motive  in  writing  thefe  letters; 
that  Dr.  Hamilton’s  arguments  againft  the 
premature  deftruftion  of  children  in  the 
womb,  ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold, 
as  well  as  Dr.  Olborn’s  animadverfions  on 
the  cruelties  praftifed  by  the  male-operators 
of  the  prefen t day. 
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Mr.  Hamilton’s  manner  of  applying  the 
lever  was  certainly  very  flcilful,  and  yet  the 
cafe  of  Mrs.  Gray  proved  very  unfuccefsful  ; 
which  circumftance  ought  to  prevent  his 
publilhing  a recommendation  of  that  inftru- 
ment;  efpecially  as  he  knows,  there  is  not 
one  profeflbr  in  one  hundred,  who  under- 
ftands  it  fo  well  as  he  does. 

After  thefe  acknowledgments,  the  public 
will  perceive,  that  I wifh  my  arguments 
to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  impartiality ; 
if  they  be  not  weighty  enough  to  ftand  that 
tell,  they  deferve  to  fall  to  the  ground ; 
then  let  not  the  imperative  law  of  cuftom 
preponderate  againft  them,  any  more  than 
perfonal  prejudice  in  favour  of  them. 

When  men  publilh  their  own  mode  of 
praflice  as  an  example  to  others,  any  perfon 
has  a right  publicly  to  fcrutinize  that  mode, 
as  well  as  to  examine  the  validity  of  their 
praftical  opinions;  and  hereby  other  prac- 
titioners can  better  judge,  how  far  they 
ought  to  be  adopted,  or  rejefled. 

Perhaps  every  man  who  publiflies  his  own 
mode  of  praflice,  is  a little  too  partial'  to  it  ; 
how  far  this  is  the  cafe  with  refped  to  the 
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lever,  and  the  divifion  of  the  fltare-bone,  the 
reader  muft  judge  for  himfelf,  after  reading 
an  account  of  the  refult  thereof. 

I have  given  my  opinion  the  more  freelv 
on  (what  I conceive  to  be)  errors  in  Dr, 
Ofborn’s  and  the  two  Dr.  Hamiltons’  obfte- 
trie  creeds,  beeaufe  I hare  reafon  to  believe, 
their  reputation,  both  as  praftitioners  and 
teachers,  is  too  well  eflablifhed  to  need 
encomiums,  or,  as  individuals,  to  be  injured 
by  my  plain  dealing  with  their  praftical 
opinions ; and  I flatter  myfelf.  Dr.  Hamilton 
cannot  fail  to  fee  the  propriety  of  my  argu- 
ments, refpeHing  the  dangerous  confequencea 
of  ufrng  Dr.  Lowder’s,  as  well  as  other 
levers ; and  alfo  the  introduftion  of  forty 
'men  and  boys  to  one  woman  in  labour; 
whether  he  have  the  candour  to  acknowledge 
it,  or  not. 

If,  on  the  contrary.  Dr.  Hamilton  can- 
lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  fay,  he  has  no 
©bjeftion  to  have  forty  young  men  intro- 
duced to  his  own  wife,  when  in  labour,  and 
to  have  his  favourite  lever  ufed  on  her  three 
hours  together,  before  the  efie61:  of  the  pains 
be  tried;  then  I will  retrafl  all  I have  faid, 
Z-  3.  and 
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and  own  myfelf,  not  only  a blockhead,  but 
alfo  a ftranger  to  the  dignity,  the  decorum, 
and  the  humanity  of  men-midwives. 

But  if  Dr,  Hamilton  cannot  give  up  his 
wife  to  gentle  touches  of  the  lever,  and 
the  kind  attention  of  his  forty  male-pupils, 
I leave  his  confcience  to  digeft  the  following 
words ; 

* By  what  authority  doeft  thou  thefe 
® things;  and  who  gave  thee  this  authority  ? 

‘ Whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  ftiould 
* do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  themJ 
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TTOUR  fheets  of  the  Principal  Build- 
^ iNGS  in  London,  containing,  Plate  i, 
Horfe-guards  from  the  Park,  Buckingham- 
houfe,  Carlille-houfe,  and  Melbourne-houfe. 
Plate  2,  Manfion-houfe,  Foundling-hofpital, 
Admiralty,  and  Royal  Exchange.  Plate  3, 
St.  Paul’s,  Somerfet-place,  Adelphi,  and 
GuildhalL  Plate  4,  Lanfdowne-houfe, 
Banqueting-houfe,  Whitehall,  Burlington- 
houfe,  and  the  Bank.  The  5th  Plate  will 
be  publifhcd  in  June;  the  whole  will  be 
cpmpleted_in  12  plates,  containing  48  build- 
ings, price  5s.  each  plate.  They  are  cor- 
rect views  of  the  different  places;  are  very 
neatly  coloured,  and  exceedingly  orna- 
mental as  furniture,  when  framed,  or  very 
fuitable  to  bind  up  with  hiftories  of  London, 


or 


( 2^34  ) 

eras  awork  by  itfelf.  Alfoare  publifheJ,  two 
plates  of  the  principal  buildings  in  Bath,  the 
fame  fize ; containing,  Plate  i.  Pump-roomy 
Portland-place,  Abbey- church,  and  New 
bridge.  Plate  2,  Prior’s-park,  General- 
hofpital,  new  rooms,  and  Laura-place.  To 
be  completed  in  6 plates,  containing,  24' 
views,  5s.  each  plate,  in  colours.  Four 
views  of  Briftol.  A very  neat  engraving 
in  a circle  of  12  inches,  from  a beautiful, 
drawing,  by  Mr.  Bunbury,  called  Modern 
Graces,  reprelenting  three  elegant  female 
figures,  portraits  of  perfons  of  the  higheft 
rank,  ys.  6d.  plain,  and  15s.  elegantly  co- 
loured. The  following  are  the  mu'ch-ad- 
mired  and  beft  produftions  of  that  celebrated 
humourlft,  Mr.  Rowlandfon.  A pair,  French 
and  Englifli  Barracks;  pair.  Sudden  Squall 
in  Hyde -park,  and  Inn-yard  on  Fire;  pair,. 
French  and  Italian  Family;  pair,  O Tem- 
pora  ! O mores ! (a  college  feene)  and  ftu*- 
diou-s  Gluttons;  pair,  French  and  Englifh- 
Travelling;  pair,  Hypochondriac,  and 
Ague  and  Fever;  pair.  Grog  on  Board  and 
Tea  on  Shore;  pair.  Attack  and  Purfuit  of  a 
Highwayman ; one  print,  different  Senfations, 
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one,  Side-box  Sketches,  and  one.  Field-day 
in  Hyde-park,  all  15s.  the  pair,  very  highly 
coloured;  alfo  a very  capital  engraving  of 
La  Place  Vif Loire  at  Paris,  before  it  was  de- 
hroyed  by  the  patriots,  los.  6d.  Alfo  a 
pair,  Damp-flieets  and  Houfe-breakers;.  pair, 
Married-man  and  Batchelor ; pair,  four 
o’clock  in  town  and  country ; pair.  Art  of 
Feeling  and  Benevolence;  pair,  Confulta- 
tion  and  Convocation.  A fet,  four  prints 
of  the  High-mettled  Racer,  from  Dibdin’k 
ballad,  with  the  words  underneath,  a very 
grand  and  ftriking  reprefentation  of  the 
poet’s  idea,  price  il.  is.  neatly  coloured ; 
four  prints  of  huntings,---Breakfaft,  Hare- 
hunting, Fox  Chace,  and  Death,  10s.  6d.. 
neatly  eoloured ; a pair,  the  Chace  and 
Return,  5s.  a pair  of  races,  very  neat,  5s. 
a pair.  Stage-coach  and  Phaeton,  8s.  a pair. 
A little  bigger  and  tighter,  5s.  Single 
prints.  Student,  Slugs  in  a Saw-pit,  Firft  and 
Second  Floor,  French  and  Englilh  Bawd  on 
her  laft  Legs,  Comfortable  Nap  in  a Poft- 
chaile,  as.  6d.  An  Inn-yard,  3s.  a pair,. 
Vifit  to  the  Uncle  and  Aunt,  4s.  and  pair 
dreffing  for  the  Mafquerade,  and  Birth-day, 
10s.  pair.  Single,  and  Married,  and  Modifii, 
and  Prudifli,  5s,  The  above  are  all  the  bell 
performances  of  this  efteemed  artift,  are  all 
laid  down  and  neatly  coloured,  and  may  be 
had  bound  up  in  one  volume,  or  feparatelyj, 
with  No.  1, 2,  3 , and  4,  of  outlines  of  figures, 

land- 


( 23^^  ) 

landfcape  and  cattle,  by  Mr.  Rowlandfon,  5S» 
each  number,  containing4  fheets ; a very  ufe- 
ful  and  neceffary  work  for  perfons  who  learn 
drawing.  Alfo,  juft  publiflied,  .No.  2,  of  a 
new  chalk  drawing,  both  from  original  draw- 
ings, by  Mr.  C.  M.  Metz,  through  the  vari- 
ous features  of  the  head  to  a complete  figure, 
groups  of  figures,  and  hiftorical  compofition. , 
Engraved  in  exaQ  imitation  of  chalk,  5s. 
each  number,  containing  four  flieets,  and 
letter-prefs.  The  above  work  will  be  con- 
tinued. 

FORES  has  lately  publifhed  a long  print, 
the  fame  fize  as  the  Long  Minuet,  by  Mr, 
Bunbury,  called  Chefterfield’s  Principles  of 
Politenefs ; containing  about  20  figures, 
with  the  author’s  quaint  tables  and  quota- 
tions from  Lord  Chefterfield’s  letters,  10s.  6d. 
Alfo  the  Ceftina  Warehoufe ; or.  Belly- 
piece  Shop,  reprefenting  feveral  Ladies- 
choofing  and  trying  on  Pads  of  various  di- 
menfioiis,  from  one  month  to  nine,  and  even 
twins;  and  a laconic  addrefs  from  Mr.  De- 
van x,  Ceftina  maker,  to  the  ladies;  another, 
frailties  of  fafhion ; fixteen  diftinguiflaed 
charaClers  in  high  life,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
ALL  padded,  3s.  each.  A very  entertaining 
print  called,  EffeSs  of  Flattery,  3s.  the 
, Dutiful  Grandfon  and  Wife  School-mafter, 
is.  6d.  each;  and  many  thoufand  other 
humourous  and  droll  prints  ; particularly 
the  Debtor  deceived,  or  the  Birth  of  a Pad. 
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